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Right: Douglas Cairns (at front) awaits his turn
to pick up his Individual Achievement award

local and national events, and generally
promotes the voice and opinions of women
pilots and others in aviation. Fundraising
activities provide the basis for flying
scholarships and bursaries, and the
association actively promotes the AOPA
Wings Scheme. The award was accepted
on behalf of the BWPA by its chairman,
Caroline Gough-Cooper.
Best Aerodrome. This goes to the
aerodrome that has been an outstanding
place to visit, offering value for money and
helpful service, and this year’s winner was
Andrewsfield in Essex.
The citation reads: “Andrewsfield, at the
south-eastern corner of the Stansted zone,
epitomises the typical GA airfield. It is a
grass aerodrome based on an originally

Contribution to the
Community. This is awarded to a
person or organisation who has made an
outstanding contribution to the aviation
community, and it went to Hayward
Aviation. The citation says: “Hayward
Aviation Ltd is the largest specialist

Carol Cooper takes the ‘best aerodrome’
trophy for Andrewsfield

much larger military airfield established for
the USAF in 1942, then named Andrews
Field, as is the case for many such airfields
in the USA, after air power pioneer
Lieutenant General Frank Andrews.
Following a period of neglect after the end
of the war, a 3000 foot grass strip was
established for light aircraft, with a
clubhouse in 1975 for the Andrewsfield
Flying Club. It is the base for many
privately owned aircraft, and flight training
remains a significant activity. Visitors
always receive a warm welcome at
Andrewsfield.”
The award was received on the airfield’s
behalf by Carol Cooper, the Chief Flying
Instructor, who has flown some 20,000
hours, almost all of them instructing at
Andrewsfield.
Right: Hayward Aviation's Matthew Day takes
the 'contribution to the community' award
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aviation insurance broker in the UK, and
provides cover for nearly all helicopters
and well over half of all light aircraft on the
UK register. The company is a keen
promoter of flight safety and provides a
representative to sit on GASCo, the General
Aviation Safety Council. The company has
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excellent safety record, and his staff and
club members enjoy the relaxed but
professional atmosphere he engenders in
both flying and related activities and during
club social events. His enthusiasm and
dedication in these difficult times for flying
clubs is a splendid example to the
community.”
Finally, there was the Friend of
AOPA award, which goes to a person or
persons who has or have made a special
contribution towards the work of AOPA.
The recipient was Alan Evans.
His citation read: “Alan Evans is one of
the team of Air Traffic Controllers at
Duxford, and is the main driving force
behind the Duxford Bonus and Safety Days
that are events focussed on safety for pilots
to attend, ideally by flying in weather
permitting. Alan is a qualified pilot and
aircraft owner and is a Class Rating
Instructor. He has been a key member of
the small group of AOPA members that
organised the AOPA Bonus Day in
September 2010 and is organising a
repeat event in 2011. Alan’s knowledge of
and contacts with the Imperial War
Museum, Duxford, have proved invaluable,
and his drive and enthusiasm exceptional.”

Below: Duxford's Alan Evans gets his ‘Friend
of AOPA’ from George Done

Above: Pilots with Diabetes founder Douglas
Cairns, who flew to the North Pole

outstanding aviation achievement, and the
winner was Douglas Cairns. As readers of
this magazine will know from the articles
we have run on his achievements, Douglas
Cairns is a pilot with Type 1 diabetes, of
which there are some 540 in the USA and
18 in the UK flying on NPPLs. The citation
reads: “Douglas was one of the founders of
Pilots with Diabetes and demonstrated the
viability of such pilots with a recordbreaking flight to the North Pole and back
in April in an N-registered Beech Baron on
his FAA licence. This epic flight and the
extra in-flight checks required by the
medical condition are described in an
article in the August 2011 issue of
General Aviation.”
Instructor of the Year is awarded,
as the name suggests, to an instructor who
has made a special contribution to the
training of student pilots for the PPL or
NPPL, or to private pilots for added
qualifications. The winner was Luke Hall.
Luke is the Chief Flying Instructor of the
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