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Within the section that indicates how the owner or operator’s aircraft maintenance
programme should achieve acceptable means of compliance is the statement that this

perfect condition. “...should normally be based on...the relevant chapters of the maintenance manual
OR any other maintenance data...” The latter include Airworthiness Directives, Service
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of General Aviation should be received by

15t September, 2012 Unfortunately, a lack of further precise definition within Part M has led to some NAAs

erring on what is perceived to be the safe side by making the SBs etc mandatory,

© British Light Aviation Centre Ltd, from whom leading in some cases to extra work and administration that contributes nothing to

permission can be sought to reproduce any item. flight safety, whereas the decision to address such maintenance tasks is really up to

X;Vg:sixrﬁretsﬁcfelngAeonPeAa/ Aviation are not the owner/operator and his/her maintainer. Dan has received an admission from Eric
Y ' Sivel, Deputy Head of Rulemaking at EASA, that had they foreseen the current

Published by AOPA, which is a member of the outcome they would have written things differently.

International Council of Aircraft Owner and Pilot Without inside knowledge it is impossible to judge how difficult or easy it has been
Associations. for CAT to adapt to Part M but the original plan to make one size fit all seems to have
AOPA office: been misguided. The situation has something in common with that at ICAO many

The British Light Aviation Centre years ago, causing IAOPA to lobby and achieve a much reduced and more appropriate
50a Cambridge Street set of standards and recommended practices (SARPS) for GA. In between watching
London SW1V 4QQ some very large aircraft being extremely enthusiastically flown at the Farnborough
Telephone: 020 7834 5631 Airshow earlier in July, | pondered about the common areas between CAT and GA.
E;;a”: %géfjpiigﬁ Apart from the physical laws governing flight, there’'s not much. The operational

Web: Www.aopa.co.uk airspeed and airspace regimes are mostly separate and there is a gulf between the

levels of engineering and technical sophistication. So there seems to be no reason why

GA should not have its own Part M. In fact, a few years ago there was a move to

establish a Part M ‘Lite’ but somehow there seemed to be not enough motivation from

EASA for pursuing the idea. This time, however, the solid progress made so far by the

task force for GA gives good cause for optimism.

By the time of the AOPA Bonus Day at Duxford on Sunday 23rd September

memories of the 2012 Olympics will have faded, and maybe the weather will have
improved to the extent of encouraging lots of members and non-members to fly in. |
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