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Mobile FliteDeck VFR is the only app designed
strictly for VFR pilots.
Scandinavia enroute and terminal
data now available!
Visit jeppesen.com/flitedeck-vfr40 for
more information.

Congratulations to AOPA UK
on your golden anniversary!
We wish you all the best as
you begin the next 50 years
of serving general aviation.

Chairman’s Introduction
By George Done
Chairman, AOPA UK

Whether you’re an aspiring pilot, young
or not so young, or a pilot who wants
to get back into flying, or someone who
flies and is keen to improve, AOPA’s
Corporate Members have the skills,
expertise and range of training aircraft to
help you to develop.
This Flying Directory can be your
guide to broader horizons in general
aviation. Even for those that go on to
become airline pilots, military pilots or
corporate aviation pilots, it is hoped that
you won’t leave the world of light aircraft
behind and will continue with private

flying and perhaps put something back
by instructing (we explain how you can
do this in an article on page xxii).
The UK and Europe have a network
of under-utilised airfields that are a
pleasure to visit, whether for business or
pleasure. They will not survive if they are
not used yet they provide entry points to
some of the most beautiful areas of the
UK and Europe.
Our aim with this guide is to allow
you to choose your nearest airfield and
flight training school or club. Meeting
pilots (whether students or instructors/
examiners) and aircraft owners is the
first step into this world of flying
which is often not as frightening as you
might imagine. This is why we have
an article on cost sharing, and explain
sharing aircaft in groups. For many this
represents a cost-effective way to fly and
enjoy the pride that comes with owning a
share in an aircraft.
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Obtaining a Private Pilot Licence (PPL)
This Flying Directory can’t give you
all the information you need on the
opportunities available in flying, but
it will give you the list of contacts you
need. There is also a large amount of
information available on the AOPA
website (www.aopa.co.uk).
For example you can find information
about the AOPA aerobatics certificate
or AOPA companion’s course, instructor
seminars and many other things.
In the UK the central reference for
pilot licencing and related matters is
now CAP 804, which can be found on
the CAA’s website (www.caa.co.uk). The
CAA website also provides information
about medical examiners, as to do a full
PPL you will need a ‘Class 2’ medical
(commercial pilots need a ‘Class 1’
medical). Another useful and interesting
document that prospective PPLs will
need to know well, as they will have a
test to get their radiotelephony licence, is
CAP 413, also available on the CAA site.

For many pilots the starting point is
the 30-hour Light Aircraft Pilot Licence
(LAPL), for which you need only a
LAPL medical certificate from your
GP. This can also enable those who are
unable to get a Class 2 medical any more
to continue to fly on a LAPL.
However, the LAPL pilot is restricted
to day/night in visual flight rules (VFR),
and no instrument qualifications can be
added. Flying is limited to European
airspace and max seating of four people,
and aircraft max weight of two metric
tons. Also the first 10 hours flying after
issue must be without passengers.
A conversion can be done to full PPL
later (with 15 hours of flying). The LAPL
(which is also available for sailplanes/
glider, balloons and helicopters under
different rules) can be obtained at 17
years (16 for balloons and gliders).
To obtain a European (EASA)
PPL(A), which is for fixed-wing Single
Engine Piston (SEP) aircraft) and is

administered in the UK by the CAA
at Gatwick, you will need to complete
45 hours of flight training, a least 25 of
which must be dual with an instructor.
Then there is 10 hours of supervised solo
flying - many do a first solo by their 10th
hour and later do solo cross countries
(after doing a couple with the instructor).
One has to be at least 150 nautical miles
(1nm = 1.15 statute miles) with two fullstop landings at other aerodromes.
Theory is very important and your
course will contain quite a bit of ground
school. You need to pass 9 exams, which
can be taken at the flying club/school an
have a pass mark of 75%. These are: Air
Law, Operational Procedures, Human
Performance, Navigation, Meteorology,
Aircraft General Knowledge, Principles
of Flight, Flight Performance &
Planning, and Communications.
This doesn’t seem so bad when you
consider that to be a commercial pilot
you’d need to take 14 more exams!
iii
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AOPA

FLYING INSTRUCTOR
REFRESHER SEMINARS

AOPA

ARE YOU CURRENT?
FOR REVALIDATION OF AN FI CERTIFICATE THE HOLDER SHALL FULFIL TWO OF THE
FOLLOWING THREE REQUIREMENTS:
1. AT LEAST 50 HOURS OF FLIGHT INSTRUCTION DURING THE VALIDITY OF THE
CERTIFICATE AS FI, TRI, CTI, IRI, MI, OR EXAMINER.
2. ATTEND A FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR REFRESHER SEMINAR WITHIN THE VALIDITY OF
THE CERTIFICATE.
3. PASS AN ASSESSEMENT OF COMPETENCE WITHIN THE 12 MONTHS PRECEDING
THE EXPIRY OF THE CERTIFICATE.
FOR AT LEAST EACH ALTERNATE SUBSEQUENT REVALIDATION, AN ASSESSMENT OF
COMPETENCE MUST BE UNDERTAKEN.
IN THE CASE OF A RENEWAL YOU SHOULD, WITHIN 12 MONTHS BEFORE RENEWAL,
ATTEND A FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR REFRESHER SEMINAR AND PASS AN ASSESSMENT OF
COMPETENCE.

AOPA IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT AN ADDITIONAL
FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR REFRESHER SEMINAR
WILL BE HELD AT THE AOPA OFFICES, 50A CAMBRIDGE STREET,
LONDON SW1V 4QQ on 8-9 NOVEMBER 2016.
The London Seminars were last held 10 years ago and it is as a direct response to requests that AOPA is
reinstating a London-based Seminar. The Seminar will be directed by David Scouller. The charges will remain the
same, £240 for AOPA members and £275 for non-members, and will be run over two consecutive days.
Your Flying Instructor Certificate will be revalidated, or renewed, and an attendance certificate will be issued as at
the other seminars.
To register for a place call the AOPA office on 020 7834 5631 or join online at www.aopa.co.uk.
There is ample accommodation locally – we are 5 minutes from Victoria Station.
The Seminar will start at 1100 and end at 1800 each day to facilitate travel.
Our main venue is in Abingdon and the dates for the next Seminars there are as follows:
13/14 September 2016		
ii
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18/19 January 2017

10/11 May 2017

20/21 September 2017

become one of the few...
fly Tiger Moths

fuelled and ready.....

call us on

the Cambridge Flying Group

the spirit of flying

+44(0)1223.293343
or look us up on

www.cambridgeflyinggroup.co.uk
CFG Advert A5 landscp bled- Fuelled & Ready v2c CMYK.indd 1

17/05/2016 10:35

Take Your PPL Theory in London!

AOPA

Following the popularity of the first series of courses, AOPA is pleased to advise that it is running more evening Ground
School courses for ab-initio pilots. The PPL Ground School takes place at the AOPA offices at 50A Cambridge Street
each Tuesday and Thursday evening, 7-9pm, on the dates shown below. The AOPA office is only five minutes’ walk from
Victoria Station. All nine subjects required for the PPL (Aeroplanes) is taught over a period of approximately 70 hours.
The lecturer is Adam Winter, a highly qualified and experienced flying instructor who works for the Flyers Flying School
at Elstree. You can read more about the training and subject matter at www.flightgroundschool.co.uk

Remaining programme for 2016
Aircraft General Knowledge June 7, 9, 14, 16, 21
Principles of Flight June 23, 28, 30 July 5, 7
Revision July 12
Exams July 14
Performance July 19,21,26
Communication July 28, August 2
Revision August 4
Exams August 9
It is not necessary to attend the full course and candidates can select the individual subjects they wish to study from the
published dates. You do not have to be a member of AOPA to participate. Further details can be obtained from Mandy
at the AOPA office on 0207 8345631 or mandy@aopa.co.uk
AOPA Flying Directory
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After You Get a PPL ...

Getting a PPL is a great achievement and your licence is the key to opening a lot of
doors. Once you’ve completed those 9 exams, a radiotelephony exam, 45 hours of
flight training and the skill test, and have your licence, you may want to try some crosscountry excursions with friends or family. And once you have some experience you may
want to help others to learn, and do an instructor rating (see page xxii). And/or you
may choose to buys a share in an aircraft, or share the costs of your own aircraft or one
you’ve rented or borrowed. Here we explain how cost sharing works, and how you as a
PPL holder could take those interested in experiencing flying on ‘Introductory Flights.’
Cost Sharing
Changes in European regulations have
redefined the rules on cost sharing and
non-commercial flights. The changes
apply to non-complex aeroplanes and
helicopters, sailplanes and balloons.
In this case the term non-complex
should not be confused with the
terminology used for, say, a single
engined piston aeroplane with fixed
landing gear and fixed propeller or
complex for a single engined piston
aeroplane with retractable landing gear
and variable pitch propeller. In this case
the definition of a complex aircraft is
as defined in Article 3 (letter (j)) of the
Basic Regulation:
After August 2016, the changes
should apply to EASA aircraft
throughout the EU. For non-EASA
aircraft the application of these
regulations will be dependent on
implementation by the relevant
member state.
In the UK, the CAA has already
implemented the changes, so be aware,
if leaving UK airspace, that other EU
states may not yet have implemented the
changes. The intention of the regulatory
vi
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“The intention of the
regulatory changes is
to allow cost sharing
between friends and
colleagues and not
to provide an air taxi
service to members of
the public.”

changes is to allow cost sharing between
friends and colleagues and not to provide
an air taxi service to members of the
public.
In the UK, both EASA and nonEASA aircraft, including those on a
permit to fly may be used, although if
the aircraft is being hired for the flight,
it must have either a Certificate of
Airworthiness or be a type approved
Permit To Fly aircraft, which is already
permitted to be used for self fly hire
within the terms of relevant exemptions.

‘Complex motor-powered aircraft’ shall mean:
An aeroplane:
• with a maximum certificated take-off mass exceeding 5,700 kg, or
• certificated for a maximum passenger seating configuration of more than
nineteen, or
• certificated for operation with a minimum crew of at least two pilots, or
• equipped with (a) turbojet engine(s) or more than one turboprop engine;
or
A helicopter certificated:
• for a maximum take-off mass exceeding 3,175 kg, or
• for a maximum passenger seating configuration of more than nine, or
• for operation with a minimum crew of at least two pilots; or
A tilt-rotor aircraft

Cost Sharing

Introductory Flights

Key Points
• The maximum number of people who can
share the direct costs of a ﬂight has been
increased from four to six, including the pilot.
• Direct costs include fuel, airﬁeld charges and
any aircraft rental fee.
• Any other costs not directly related to the
ﬂight, for example the annual cost of keeping,
maintaining and operating an aircraft, cannot
be shared and no proﬁt can be made.
• The requirement for those costs to be shared
equally has been removed.
• How much each individual person pays is not
prescribed, but the pilot must pay something.
• A ﬂight can now be advertised in advance,
but it should be made clear that it is a
cost sharing ﬂight, and not commercial air
transport under an Air Operator’s Certiﬁcate
(AOC), since it is an offence to advertise the
sale of a public or commercial air transport
ﬂight without being in possession of an AOC.

Introductory ﬂights are a new EASA provision designed to allow
people to be taken on air experience tours in light aircraft. Provided
the following conditions are met, it is not necessary for the pilot to
be an instructor or for the ﬂight to be operated under commercial
air transport rules: The ﬂight must be performed either via an EASA
approved training organisation (ATO) with its principle place of
business in the UK, or through an organisation created to promote
aerial sport or leisure aviation, on the condition that:
• The aircraft is either owned or dry leased by the organisation;
• Any proﬁt made from the ﬂights are kept within the
organisation; and
• If non-members of the organisation are involved, for example
members of the public, the ﬂights represent only a marginal
activity of the organisation.
In the UK, EASA and non-EASA aircraft may be used. However, they
must have a valid Certiﬁcate of Airworthiness, or be a type approved
Permit To Fly aircraft that is permitted to be used for remunerated
training and self ﬂy hire within the terms of relevant exemptions.
Trial Flights are not designed to replace the trial lesson in which
a qualiﬁed instructor would give ﬂight instruction. Flight time as a
passenger on an introductory ﬂight will not count as training towards
the grant of a pilot’s licence.
While holders of private licences may conduct introductory ﬂights,
they may not personally receive any payment for doing so.

PPL Flight training at Redhill Aerodrome

Large varied ﬂeet
Trial lessons from £98.95*
Free Logbook with every trial lesson

PPL, IMC, Tailwheel & Aerobatics

Tel: 01737 822 124
email: ops@cubair.co.uk
www.cubair.co.uk
AOPA Flying Directory
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After You Get a PPL ...
So You’ ve Gained Your Pilot Wings – What Next?

The AOPA Wings Scheme
By Mick Elborn

It is a sad fact that the majority of Pilots
stop flying within 5 years of earning
their Pilot licence, despite the financial
and emotional investment. It seems that
many stop flying because they either get
bored or lose confidence in their ability.
How do you prolong your enthusiasm
for and enjoyment of flying and get the
most out of your investment?
The answer for many long time flyers
is to get involved with your local flying
community through:
1. Social Clubs/Flying Groups
2. Organised flying trips away from base
3. Flying with a Mentor or Flying Friend
4. Social events with learning activities
Keep expanding your horizons and don’t
get trapped into a cycle of solitary flights
in a club aircraft, hired for an hour or
two, keeping to the local area or landing
away at the same local airfields time after
time.
If you are not in a position to own
your own aircraft, buying a share in a well
run group aircraft can be an affordable
way to fly. If the group has a good social

28
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side you may have the opportunity to
fly with other members and extend your
flying range by sharing the flying.

“Keep expanding your
horizons and don’t get
trapped into a cycle of
solitary flights in a club
aircraft, hired for an
hour or two, keeping to
the local area or landing
away at the same local
airfields time after time.”
As a pilot you will be used to planning
each flying trip, so why not have a plan
for your continued flying enjoyment and
development?
The AOPA Wings Award Scheme,
the first of its type and the first to
be endorsed by the CAA’s PROUD
initiative, provides you with a structured
framework to do just this. It is freely

available to be adopted by any Flying
Club, Pilot Group or individual Pilots,
You can even propose your own local
activities to make the scheme more
meaningful to you where you are based,
subject to validation by AOPA.
The scheme is open to all Private or
Professional Pilots flying single pilot
aeroplanes or helicopters, whether or not
they are AOPA members. In meeting
the requirements of the scheme the
applicant is expected to seek to attain
high standards in training, engage in
thorough preparation, make the correct
use of standard operating procedures and
display sound levels of airmanship.
There are four levels of award in the
scheme:

Bronze
Silver
Gold
Platinum

LEARN TO FLY
COTSWOLD
FLYING SCHOOL

TRIAL LESSON GIFT
VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
AEROBATIC
EXPERIENCES

CESSNA 172SP
CESSNA 150K
TECNAM P2002JF
PITTS S2A

01285 610 610

info@cotswoldflyingschool.com
For BRONZE

Bronze wings are offered FREE to
anyone who has gained a pilot licence
and applies to AOPA.
For the higher levels of award, additional
criteria need to be met:
Minimum Flight Times, both Total and
as Pilot-in-Command (PIC);
Achievements;
Seminar Attendance;
Air Touring Experience;

For SILVER

An accumulated total of 300 nm of
touring flights of not less than 30 nm per
flight;
The pilot is to be PIC for each flight
claimed;
the aerodromes of departure and arrival
must be different; and
the pilot must have flown at a total of no
less than 3 different aerodromes.

For GOLD

An accumulated total of 500 nm of
touring flights of not less than 30 nm
per flight, which may include previous
touring flights at Silver level;

One flight is to be a VFR cross-country
flight, which may include an overnight
stop, of at least 300 nm (aeroplanes) /
100 nm (helicopters), in the course of
which full stop landings at 2 aerodromes
different from the aerodrome of
departure are made; each leg should be
flown consecutively;
The pilot is to be PIC for each flight
claimed;
the aerodromes of departure and arrival
must be different (except for the 300/100
nm flight); and
the pilot must have flown at a total of no
less than 4 different aerodromes.

The pilot is to be PIC for each flight
claimed;
the aerodromes of departure and arrival
must be different (except for the 450/150
nm flight); and
the pilot must have flown at a total of no
less than 5 different aerodromes.
Full details and application forms can
be found on the AOPA UK website at
www.aopa.co.uk.

For PLATINUM

An accumulated total of 600 nm of
touring flights of not less than 30 nm
per flight, which may include previous
touring flights at Silver and/or Gold
level. One flight is to be a VFR crosscountry flight, which may include
an overnight stop, of at least 450 nm
(aeroplanes) / 150 nm (helicopters), in
the course of which full stop landings
at 3 aerodromes different from the
aerodrome of departure are made; each
leg should be flown consecutively;

AOPA Flying Directory
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Speaking French to the French
MARTIN WELLINGS gives a lesson in aviation French for private pilots ...
“The Cardinal rule – don’t let a lack of knowledge of French get in the way of a good French meal over the Channel!”

We all know that English is the international language in aviation, but not quite
international, as at small airfields in France, or when there is no air traffic service, French
is de rigueur (as they say in France). One does not need to get hung up on the language
issue, and the basic procedure can be boiled down to a few basic phrases, particularly
when the requirement to speak French is usually when there is no ATC operating, and you
are just advising other French pilots. The basic drill is to prefix the call “Le Touquet traffic”
(or other airfield) and pass the message, so just add one of the very basic phrases.
Arrival/Join:

In the Circuit:

Taxi & Departure:

				
Overhead				Taxi
Taxi (Taxi)
C182 a destination de vos installation Verticale – (Vertycal)
Holding point 			
(C182 are destinasyon der vozs
Downwind (left hand/right hand)
Point d’arrêt (Pwant darray)
instalassion)
Vent arrière (main droit/main
Backtracking
			
gauche) – (Vont arryair (man dwat/
Remonte (Remontay)
Inbound from 		
man go-sh))
Lining up
			
En provenance
Base					
M’aligne
(Ma-lean)
(Oh provydawse)
En base (Oh bass)
Take-off
			
Finals (for 32/14.)
		
Décollage (Daycollage)
Level at 2,000 feet
		Finale (pour 32/14) (Feenal (poor tront
Climb 				
Stable a deux mille pied
der/cat-oars))
En montee (Or monty)
(Starbler ah der meal pee-ed)
Going Around			
Right/Left turn out
		
Remis des gaz (Remy day gaz)
Virage a droit/gauche
Estimating overhead at 53
Runway vacated			
(Veerage ah dwat/gauch)
Terrain estime a 53 (cinq trois)
Piste degage (Peest daygarjay)
Leaving circuit to north/south
(Terra estimay ah 53 (sank twa))
En sortie de circuit dans le nord/sud
(Or sorty der circy daw ler nor/sood).
C182 (a/c type) inbound to you

x
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121.5 MHz D&D Guide for Pilots
This article is designed to be
kept as a handy reminder
of how to use the Distress
& Diversion cell if lost or
disorientated in flight.
Remember, it makes sense
to practice!

By Flt. Lt. Nick Perrott
Officer Commanding
Distress and Diversion Cell

The weather forecast is good and you have a spare day to go flying. Why not brush up on
your navigational skills and land away at an aerodrome you have never visited before?
What could possibly go wrong? Better make sure that the aeroplane is full of fuel and do a
thorough external check – it has been unused for well over a month.
Everything checks out and you are ready to go!
All is fine and the navigation is going
according to plan, avoiding controlled
and restricted airspace, but it is getting a
bit hazy and the north westerly is picking
up. The engine sounds a bit rough, but
it is a good workhorse and has never let
you down. The GPS that was fitted three
months ago is great and the instruction
handbook you read this morning was
easy to follow.
The transponder is set to 7000, but
you have not had a mode C airborne
check in ages. The trim setting is fine,
but you are adjusting it much more than
usual and the wheel is very stiff; anyway,
back to remembering what that manual
said. You look up and it is apparent that
you are unsure of your position, but it is
not a problem - just press on.
Now you are lost - but surely very
soon you will recognise a landmark?
Now the engine is sounding very rough
- let’s just press on, it has never let you
down (if you say it often enough you will
start to believe it).
You are now very concerned and are
unsure at first what to do or who to call.

You remember that the emergency
frequency is 121.5 MHz and decide to
call Distress and Diversion (D&D), but
you have not called them in years.
What do you say?
What can they do for you?
“Am I going to die?” you think to
yourself.
It all sounds melodramatic but does
happen. You would be amazed how a few
basic mistakes can snowball; if any doubt
exists, do something rather than nothing!
D&D is manned 24 hours to provide
an emergency and fixer service for all
military and civil aircraft on 243.0 Mhz
and 121.5 MHz.
Experienced controllers and support
controllers are able to provide assistance
and guidance to all aviators, and practice
calls are highly recommended.
D&D have the facilities to provide a
fixer service for aircraft in an emergency
or practice emergency on VHF.
This service provides a non-radar
position report based on Direction
Finding (DF) equipment and may have a
+/- error of 3nm.

Radar can be used in conjunction
with DF for an accurate position report
inside radar coverage; but the use of
a transponder makes identification
much quicker and easier. Therefore, it
is essential that you can operate all the
equipment inside the aircraft. One day it
may just save your life!
D&D assimilate and disseminate
information on aircraft emergencies;
such information is critical to provide the
best possible outcome. Emergencies are
broken down into two categories:
DISTRESS
A condition of being threatened by
serious and/or imminent danger and
of requiring immediate assistance.
A MAYDAY should be declared.
URGENCY
A condition concerning the safety
of an Air System (including lost) or
other vehicle or of some person on
board or within sight, but does not
require immediate assistance.
A PAN should be declared.
AOPA Flying Directory
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Both emergencies can be passed on behalf
of another aircraft if it is seen in distress
and doubt exists about its safety.
ADDITIONAL USEFUL FACTS:
• D&D can provide information in an
emergency on airfield serviceability,
opening times, runway lengths,
weather and its tendency, regional
pressure settings and myriad
additional information through official
publications and contacts...
• Additionally, we can request assistance
from the Police, Fire and Medical
services or receive information from
them...
• The Rescue Co-ordination Centre at
Fareham have the authority to launch
rescue helicopters based around the UK,
a helicopter is automatically launched if
a MAYDAY call is received...
• Helicopters are strategically based
around the UK, and are at 15 minutes
Readiness State during the day and 45
minutes by night...
• The service that D&D provide is
unique to the UK and available to you.
Practice calls are actively encouraged
from all aviators. The more you practice
the easier it becomes. If you do not get
it right the first time just call again until
you are happy...
You can download a Pilot’s Guide to D&D
and Practice Emergencies via the RAF(U)
Swanwick website (www.raf.mod.uk/
latccmilswanwick)

Triangulation.

We look forward to your next call;
remember, the service is free and we
need the practice too!
For more information please
contact:

Name: Jay Ferguson
Email: SWK-MCO@MOD.UK
swanwickmco@gmail.com
Tel:
+44 (0)1489 612691
Fax:
+44 (0)1489 612392
Mobile: +44 (0)7768 290529
xii
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Flight Sergeant Jay Ferguson
RAF (U) SWANWICK
HAMPSHIRE SO31 7AY

The D&D Cell encourages training fixes for controller training.

The service is available for practise/training fixes
whenever requested.

The service is available for pilots who are lost or
unsure of position.

The service is available 24 hours a day every day.

The system can be used for any pilot within the UK
FIR and it is a free service.

Steers can be provided to the nearest aerodrome
or any aerodrome requested by the pilot.

The display uses Ordnance Survey mapping to
enable position reports with reference to
towns/villages/geographical features.

The system has the following advantages:

position fixing using DF (Direction Finding) traces
on an Auto-Triangulation display.

D&D has the unique ability to provide accurate

Position Fixing

Position fixes can be obtained instantaneously
on transmission when within the London TMA
down to and including 2000’.
Outside the London TMA down to 3000’. (Below
these altitudes DF coverage may still be available
depending on obstacles / atmospheric conditions /
distance from DF receivers).

D&D Base of DF coverage on 121.5

d&d.mil@nats.co.uk

Military - 95586 2691
Civil - 01489 612691
Fax - 01489 612392

Distress and Diversion
Box 13
London Area Control Centre
Sopwith Way
Swanwick
Hampshire
SO31 7AY

Updated Feb 16

Remember - we are here to help you.

Pilot Notes

Aircrew and ATC are encouraged to visit.
Please contact D&D via details above for
more information.

E-Mail -

Telephone -

Address -

Contact Details

Callsign
“London Centre”

Distress and
Diversion Cell
(D&D)

Distress and Diversion
The Distress and Diversion Cell is the emergency
centre of RAF(U) Swanwick, based at the London
Area Control Centre (LACC) near Southampton.
The purpose of this pocket brief is to provide
you, our aircrew customers, with essential safety
and operational information needed for us to assist
you when in an emergency. Our main aim remains
to provide you with a safe and accurate service
irrespective of your status to enable you to
complete your sortie and for us to continue to
provide enroute safety information to other airspace
users.
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any
queries related to our area of operations.

Unit Tasks
Assistance to aircraft in emergency.
Carry out tracing action for missing/lost AC.
Facilities for Practice Emergency procedures on
UHF and VHF Guard.
Provide an air traffic service to AC in emergency
or transit to a diversion aerodrome.
Search and Rescue alerting service for both Military and Civil ac on UHF and VHF Guard.
Maintain and disseminate up to date weather
information and serviceability state for

Distress and Diversion Areas of
Responsibility
Airspace and Coverage
The D&D Area Of Responsibility (AOR) covers
the entire UK out to the FIR boundary. Within
this AOR the D&D cell is open 24hrs a day 365
days a year, monitoring both 121.5 and 243.0.
D&D will respond to any emergencies that occur.

Emergency Frequencies
243.0 - Military Guard emergencies.
245.1 - Military emergency practices.
121.5 - Civil emergencies.

VHF DF Sites
are located at:
Benbecula, Brawdy,
Cambridge,Chivenor,
Coningsby, Culdrose,
Leeming, Leuchars,
Linton-on-Ouse,
Little Rissington, Lossiemouth,
Manston, Newcastle,
Northolt,Odiham,
Portland, Prestwick,
Shawbury, Silloth,
St Athan, Stornoway,
Thorney Island,
Tiree, Valley,
Wattisham, West Freugh,
Wick, Windyhead,
Wittering, Woodvale
and Yeovilton

PHRASEOLOGY

*LISTEN OUT BEFORE TRANSMITTING*

Aircraft - “Practice Pan x3, Callsign, Practice
Pan”.

London - “Callsign, London centre, Practice Pan
acknowledged, Pass details when ready”

Aircraft - “Practice Pan, Callsign, nature of
Practice emergency and assistance required”.

or…

Aircraft - “Training fix, Training fix, Training fix,
Callsign Training fix”.

London - “Callsign, London Centre, your position
indicates ……, do you require further assistance?”.

Note: position information is derived from Direction
Finding (DF) equipment and not radar, hence position
reports may have a +/- error of 3nms. If you require an
exact position, Radar Identification is required.

TOP TIPS
Emergency squawk 7700,
RT Failure 7600,
Hijack 7500
FIR Lost 0030

– Please use them – if in a real emergency or lost, it will
get our immediate attention and aid your identification.

When changing squawk to 7000 please be careful as it is
only 1 digit away from 7700! We deal with every 7700 as
an actual emergency.

If you file a flight plan IFR or VFR and deviate from it
please tell someone as tracing action will be taken.

Also if you are in receipt of an ATS and lose RT contact
with the unit, when you have landed please let the unit
know or we will assume you have had a problem and
tracing action will begin.

Call early as pride can be a killer. Please practice as
much as you want. It is free and one day it may save your
or another person’s life.
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ALDERNEY FLYING CLUB
PO BOX 1133
Alderney
GY9 3XD
Tel. 01481 823053
E-mail : contact@flyalderney.com
Website: www.flyalderney.com
PA28 181 Archer II
Guernsey
GUERNSEY FLYING TRAINING LTD
LA PLANQUE LANE
FOREST
GY8 0DT
Tel. 01481 265267
Fax. 01481 263830
E-mail: gft@guernseyaeroclub.com
Website: www.guernseyaeroclub.com
We offer flying training with two fully equipped
PA-28 Warriors (new in 1999) operating from
our own hard standing adjacent to our recently
extended club house and hangar. There is no
VAT in Guernsey. Flying holidays in conjunction
with Le Chene Hotel. One-to-one tuition PPL
course with luxury accommodation in hotel with
swimming pool 2 minutes from the airport.
2x Piper Warrior III
Jersey
JERSEY AERO CLUB
JERSEY AIRPORT
L’avenue De La Reine Elizabeth the Second
ST PETER JE3 7BP
Tel. 01534 743990
Fax. 01534 741290
Email: info@jerseyaeroclub.com
Website: www.jerseyaeroclub.com
3x Piper Warrior
Cessna 150
ENGLAND
AZURE FLYING CLUB
CRANFIELD AIRPORT
Building 187, Rooms F03/F04
Wharley End
CRANFIELD MK43 0JR
Tel. 01234 581580
Email: secretary@flyazure.com
Website: www.flyazure.com
Azure is a privately run club, formerly the
Britannia Airways / Thomson Airways Flying
Club. The purpose of the Club is to promote safe
and affordable flying. We have two bases with
a total of three PA28 aircraft. Cranfield covers
membership north of London, and has two
PA28s based. Wellesbourne Mountford has a
single PA28 for members in the Midlands area.
We have instructors at all bases who can cover
everything from check rides to training for the
Private Pilots Licence, IMC Rating and the Night
Rating.
Aircraft:
2x PA28 (Cranfield)
PA28 (Wellesbourne Mountford)

WEST LONDON AERO CLUB
WHITE WALTHAM AIRFIELD
Waltham Road
MAIDENHEAD SL6 3NJ
Tel. 01628 823272
Fax. 01628 826070
Email: ops@wlac.co.uk
Website: www.wlac.co.uk
9x PA28 Warrior
PA28-180R Arrow
PA32R-301
PA18 Super Cub
Cessna 150
Cessna 172
Cessna 182
Beechcraft Duchess
Buckinghamshire
AIRWAYS AERO ASSOC t/a BOOKER AVIATION
WYCOMBE AIR PARK
Booker
MARLOW SL7 3DP
Tel. 01494 529262
Fax. 01494 461237
Email: info@bookeraviation.aero
Website: www.bookeraviation.aero
Trial lesson including aerobatic trial lessons,
PPL(A), LAPL(A), LAPL(A) to PPL(A) conversions,
EASA Aerobatic rating, EASA Night rating, IR (SE
and ME), CPL (SE and ME), FI courses, IRI course,
CRI (SE and ME) courses, MEP class rating, SEP
class rating, all levels of renewals / revalidations
including FI and FE PPL/LAPL/CRE examiner.
3x DA-42
9x Cessna 152
4x PA28-181
PA28-236
PA28RT-201
FNPT-II sim
FNPT-I sim
3x Cessna 172
Slingsby T67M

BICKERTON’S AERODROMES LIMITED
DENHAM AERODROME
Tilehouse Lane, DENHAM
UXBRIDGE UB9 5DF
Tel. 01895 832161
Fax. 01895 833486
Website: www.egld.com
LAPWING FLYING GROUP
Denham Aerodrome
Tilehouse Lane, Denham
UXBRIDGE UB9 5DF
Tel. 01895 833880 (Clubhouse weekends only)
Email: MartinBowley@hotmail.com
Website: www.lapwingflyinggroup.co.uk
A small friendly flying group, now in our 50th
year of continuous operation.
PA28-151
RAF HALTON AERO CLUB
RAF HALTON
AYLESBURY HP22 5PG
Tel. 01296 622697
Email: opsman@haltonaeroclub.co.uk
Website: www.haltonaeroclub.org,uk
Civilian membership restricted.
3x Cessna 152
PA28
1 Citabria Aurora, 1 Aquila
THE PILOT CENTRE LIMITED
Denham Aerodrome
Tilehouse Lane, Denham
UXBRIDGE UB9 5DF
Tel. 01895 833838
Fax. 01895 832267
Email: operations@thepilotcentre.co.uk
Website: www.pilotcentre.co.uk
4x PA28-161
7x Cessna 152, 2x Cessna 172
Cessna 182, Cessna 182R
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BRITISH AEROBATIC ACADEMY
Conington Airfield, Holm
PETERBOROUGH PE7 3PX
Tel. 07712 864413
Email: Adrian.Willis@BritishAerobaticAcademy.
com
Website: www.britishaerobaticacademy.com
Extra 200
Extra 300
Boeing Stearman
Pitts S2A
CAMBRIDGE AERO CLUB
CAMBRIDGE CITY AIRPORT
Newmarket Road
CAMBRIDGE CB5 8RX
Tel. 01223 373717
Fax. 01223 3399787
Email: enquiries@cambridgeaeroclub.com
Website: www.cambridgeaeroclub.com
Cambridge Aero Club is one of the few UK flying
schools to be awarded ‘Approved Training
Organisation’ (ATO) status by the UK CAA.
All aspects of the training syllabus, Safety
Management System, aircraft and instructors
are continually monitored and audited to
exceed the highest industry standards, unlike
PPL flying schools that do not have ATO status.
Our highly experienced instructing team has an
infectious enthusiasm for flying and teaching.
Between them, they have amassed an unrivalled
level of instructing expertise and have become
highly specialised in everything from basic flight
instruction to advanced aerobatics.
3x Cessna 172SP, 1 Cessna 172SP G1000
Cessna 182 Skylane
Extra EA200
FLYING CLUB CONINGTON (AEROLEASE LTD)
Peterborough Business Airfield
Holme
PETERBOROUGH PE7 3PX
Tel. 01487 834161
Fax. 01487 834246
Email: info@flying-club-conington.co.uk
Website: www.flying-club-conington.co.uk
3x Cessna 152
Piper PA28-161
Piper PA28R-201
Beech B76 Duchess
RAF WYTON (PATHFINDER FC)
RAF Wyton
HUNTINGDON PE28 2EA
Tel. 01480 452451 Ext. 8733
Website: www.pathfinderflyingclub.co.uk
RFC FLYING TRAINING LTD
BOURN AERODROME
CAMBRIDGE CB23 2TQ
Tel. 01954 719602
Fax. 01954 719602
Email: rfcbourn@btconnect.com
Website: www.rfcbourn.co.uk
Cessna 150
2x Cessna 152
Cessna 177 Cardinal
Cornwall
CORNWALL FLYING CLUB
BODMIN AIRFIELD
Cardinham
BODMIN PL30 4BU
01208 821419/463
Email: fly@cornwallflyingclub.com
Website: www.bodminairfield.com
2x Cessna 152, 1 Cessna 172
Robin 216
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PERRANPORTH FLYING CLUB LTD
Higher Trevellas
ST. AGNES TR5 0XS
Tel. 01872 552266
Email: perranporthflyingclub@live.co.uk
Website: www.perranporthflyinclub.co.uk
Welcome to Perranporth Flying Club. We are
based at Cornwall’s only hard-surface GA airfield.
It has two asphalt runways, as well as a grass
strip. We have three experienced instructors
and can conduct flight tests and ground
examinations on site, as two of our instructors
are examiners. You can learn either in our fully
equipped PA28 or your own suitable aircraft for
the NPPL, LAPL, EASA PPL, IR(R) (IMC rating)
and Night rating.
Hangarage is available for your own aircraft.
Piper PA28 Archer
CARLISLE FLIGHT TRAINING AND AERO CLUB
Hangar 30 CARLISLE AIRPORT
CARLISLE CA6 4NW
Tel. 01228 573344 (Mob. 07834 559560)
Email: info@carlisle-flight-training.com
Website: www.carlisle-flight-training.com
2x Piper Tomahawk
Piper Warrior
Piper Archer
Devon
DEVON & SOMERSET FLIGHT TRAINING LTD
Dunkeswell Airfield
Dunkeswell Industrial Estate
HONITON EX14 4LG
Tel. 01404 891643
Fax. 01404 891465
Email: info@dsft.co.uk
Website: www.dsft.co.uk
Night ratings: IMC ratings: Tailwheel conversions.
2x Cessna 152
Cessna 152 Aerobat
2x Cessna 172
PA28-161
Citabria
East Yorkshire
HULL AERO CLUB
BEVERLEY (LINLEY HILL) AIRFIELD
Linley Hill Road, Leven
BEVERLEY HU17 5LT
Tel. 01964 544994
Email: info@hullaeroclub.co.uk
Website: www.hullaeroclub.co.uk
Essex
ANDREWSFIELD AVIATION LIMITED
Andrews Field
Stebbing
DUNMOW CM6 3TH
Tel. 01371 856744
Fax. 01371 856500
Email: info@andrewsfield.com
Website: www.andrewsfield.com
5x Cessna 152
Cessna 172
PA28R Arrow
PA28 Warrior
SEAWING FLYING CLUB LTD
SOUTHEND AIRPORT
South Road
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA SS2 6YF
Tel. 01702 545420
Fax. 01702 543343
Email: info@seawingflyingclub.co.uk
Website: www.seawingfc.co.uk
Seawing Flying Club has been operating from
London Southend Airport for over 30 years. We
are the only Members-Owned flying club at the
airport which enables us to offer a fun, friendly

and social environment in which we provide
professional and effective flight training. We
have a history of training pilots who have gone
on to fly for the Royal Air Force and various
airlines worldwide.
2x Cessna 152
Cessna Aerobat
Cessna F172N
Piper Cherokee 180
STAPLEFORD FLIGHT CENTRE
STAPLEFORD AIRFIELD
Stapleford Tawney
ROMFORD RM4 1SJ
Tel. 01708 688380
Fax. 01708 688421
Email: reception@flysfc.com
Website: www.flysfc.com
15x Cessna 152
Cessna 172
Cessna 182
Piper PA28
3x Piper PA28R
4x Piper PA32
Piper Super Cub
3x DA42 sim
DA40-D
2x DA42-D
Gloucestershire
COTSWOLD AERO CLUB
AVIATION HOUSE SE2
GLOUCESTERSHIRE AIRPORT
Staverton
CHELTENHAM GL51 6SP
Tel. 01452 713924
Fax. 01452 855223
Email: info@cotsworldaeroclub.com
Website: www.cotswoldaeroclub.com
PA28R-200
Robin R211-2
2x Robin DR400
COTSWOLD FLYING SCHOOL LTD
SUITE 4, CONTROL TOWER
COTSWOLD (KEMBLE) AIRPORT
Kemble
CIRENCESTER GL7 6BA
Tel. 01285 610610
Email: info@cotswoldflyingschool.com
Website: www.cotswoldflyingschool.com
Cessna 172
Cessna 152
Piper PA28
Tecnam P2002 JF
STAVERTON FLYING SCHOOL @ SKY PARK LTD
HANGAR SE49
Gloucestershire Airport, Staverton
CHELTENHAM GL51 6SR
Tel. 01452 712388
Email: info@stavertonflyingschool.co.uk
Website:www.stavertonflyingschool.co.uk
Cessna C152 Utility
Cessna C152 Aerobatic
Cessna C172
Boeing E75
TIGER AIRWAYS
HANGAR SE47
Gloucestershire Airport, Staverton
GLOUCESTER GL51 6SP
Tel. 01452 854141
Fax. 01452 856328
Email: mail@tigerairways.co.uk
Website: www.tigerairways.co.uk
We offer AOPA Aerobatic Courses, PPL/NPPL
Training, Night & IMC training and introductory

lessons and training in vintage biplanes and
tailwheel conversions.
2x Fournier RF6B
2x Stampe SV4C
Slingsby T67M Firefly
Robin ATL
Boeing Stearman
Hampshire
WESTERN AIR (THRUXTON) LTD
THRUXTON AIRPORT
Coxford Down, Micheldever
ANDOVER SP11 8PW
Tel. 01264 773900
Fax. 01264 773913
Email: westernair@thruxtonairport.com
Website: www.westernairthruxton.co.uk
We have a lot to offer from trainee pilots
to commercial pilots including: NPPL, PPL,
tailwheel, multi-engine night qualification, IMC,
aerobatics, FIC, CPL & PPL examiner courses. We
are ELCAS registered.
3x PA28-161 Warrior
PA28-161 EFIS Warrior III Avidyne
PA28-181 EFIS Archer III Avidyne
Super Decathlon
GA7 Cougar MEP
Herefordshire
HEREFORDSHIRE AERO CLUB
SHOBDON AIRFIELD
Shobdon
LEOMINSTER HR6 9LT
Tel. 01568 708369
Fax. 01568 708935
Email: generalenquiries@shobdonairfield.co.uk
Website: www.shobdonairfield.co.uk
3x Cessna 152
Piper Archer II
Hertfordshire
FLIGHT TRAINING LONDON
ELSTREE AERODROME
Hogg Lane, Elstree
BOREHAMWOOD WD6 3AW
0203 0053 276 / 07787 445537
Email: info@flighttraininglondon.co.uk
Website: www.flighttraininglondon.co.uk
Vibrant, EASA approved, professional and flexible
flight training school with friendly, helpful staff,
a convenient location in North London, well
maintained, high quality aircraft, great members’
events and open seven days a week.
PPL, NPPL, IMC/IR(R), Night Rating, Differences
Training, Trial Flights, Gift Vouchers, PPL
Starter Packages, Co-Pilot Course, Accelerated
PPL Training, Aerobatics, Ground School,
Merchandise, Hour Building, Self Hire, Members
Events, Fly-outs.
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!
3x Piper PA28 Warrior
2x Piper PA28 Archer
Cessna 150 Aerobat
Cessna 150
3x Cessna 152
FLYERS FLYING SCHOOL
ELSTREE AERODROME
Hoggs Lane, Elstree
BOREHAMWOOD WD6 3AL
0207 267 9049 / 07810 597273
Email: info@flyersflyingschool.co.uk
Website: www.flyersflyingschool.co.uk
In tune with current trend of aircraft with glass
cockpits we also have a PA28 fully equipped with
Avidyne avionics for training.
3x Piper PA28
Piper PA28 Avidyne Glass Cockpit
Grumman AA5G
Diamond DA40

PPL, Night, IR(R) & CBIR Training
Tailwheel & Aerobatics
Revalidations & Renewals
Farm Strip & Type Conversions
Special Solo Daily Hire Rates
Flying & Social Membership

01223 373717

cambridgeaeroclub.com

ALOUETTE FLYING CLUB LTD
BUILDING C700 CHURCHILL WAY
Biggin Hill Airport
Biggin Hill
WESTERHAM TN16 3BN
Email: secretary@alouette.org.uk
Website: www.alouette.org.uk
2x Cessna 172
T G AVIATION LTD
LYDD AIRPORT
ROMNEY MARSH TN29 9QL
Tel. 01843 823656
Email: info@tgaviation.com
Website: www.tgaviation.com
2x Cessna 152
2x PA28-161
PA28R-201
Boeing Stearman
Lancashire
BAE SYSTEMS (WARTON) FLYING CLUB
C/O FTI W271F
WARTON AERODROME
PRESTON PR4 1AX
Tel. 01772 852362
Fax. 01772 856087
Email: chris.carnell@baesystems.com
Website: www.baeflyingclub.co.uk
Cessna 152
Cessna 172
2x Piper Warrior
LANCASHIRE AERO CLUB
KENYON HALL FARM AIR STRIP
Winwick Lane, Croft
WARRINGTON WA3 7ED
Tel. 0751 4636315 (PPR 0798 5441676)
Email: info@lancsaeroclub.co.uk
Website: www.lancsaeroclub.co.uk
Lancashire Aero Club, established in 1922, is the
oldest active flying club in the UK and possibly
the world. It was based at Barton Aerodrome
from 1947 until early 2007 but now has an airfield
of its own, at Kenyon Hall Farm near Wigan.
The Club extends a hearty welcome to visiting
aircrew and aviation enthusiasts. PPR Phone
0798 5441676. Lancashire Aero Club do not offer
trial flights or flying lessons.

WESTAIR FLYING SCHOOL LTD
Hangar 1, Blackpool Airport
BLACKPOOL
FY4 2QS
Tel. 01253 342660
Fax. 01253 401121
Email: school@westair.uk.com
Website: www.westair.uk.com
Cessna 172S
Cessna F172P
Cessna FA152
Cessna F150H
Piper PA28 Warrior II
Leicestershire
LEICESTERSHIRE AERO CLUB LTD
LEICESTER AIRPORT
Gartree Road
LEICESTER
LE2 2FG
Tel. 0116 259 2360
Fax. 0116 259 2712
Email: info@leicestershireaeroclub.com
Website: www.leicesterairport.com
We have a bar and restaurant, classroom facilities
and night flying Thursday.
Cessna 152
Cessna 172
PA28-161
PA28-181
Slingsby T67M
Pitts Special S2A
Cessna 152 Aerobat
Lincolnshire
HUMBER FLYING CLUB
Grimsby Road
Humberside International Airport
Kirmington
ULCEBY
DN39 6YH
Tel. 01652 680746
Fax. 01652 688492
Email: humberflyingclub@talktalk.net
Website: www.humberflyingclub.co.uk
EASA Approved Training Organisation.
2x Cessna 150
2x Cessna 172
AST300/PA44
(Simulator)
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RAF COLLEGE FLYING CLUB LTD
Cranwell
SLEAFORD NG34 8HB
Tel. 01400 266374
Email: ken@baker44.plus.com
Website: www.raf.mod.uk/rafcranwellflyingclub/
All Service personnel are eligible to join the Flying
Club. In addition, dependants, retired Servicemen
and members of the Reserve Forces and Service
youth organizations (e.g. CCF and ATC) may join.
Some civilians (who do not fall into the previous
categories) may become Club members but their
numbers are limited by RAF regulations.
2x Grob 115A
Slingsby T67II Firefly
RAF WADDINGTON FLYING CLUB
Waddington
LINCOLN
LN5 9NB
Tel. 01522 727340/726247
Email: enquiries@waddingtonflyingclub.com
Website: www.waddingtonflyingclub.com
Cessna 152
2x Cessna 172
Piper PA28
THE POM FLYING CLUB LIMITED
THE TERMINAL
Humberside International Airport
Kirmington
ULCEBY
DN39 6YH
Tel. 07985 753336 / 07711 438999
Fax: 01472 371700
Email: info@gbpom.co.uk
Website: www.gbpom.co.uk
We train for PPL/LAPL/IMC & night ratings
2x Piper PA28-161 Warrior II
WICKENBY AERODROME LLP
THE OLD CONTROL TOWER
WICKENBY AIRFIELD
LINCOLN LN3 5AX
Tel. 01673 885000
Email: info@wickenbyairfield.com
Website: www.wickenbyairfield.com
Club House Facilities. Jet A1 Bowser. 24-hour selfservice fuel pump (Avgas). Hangarage available.
Flying School. GA/microlight (flex & 3-axis)
Norfolk
RAF MARHAM FLYING CLUB
9 IX(B) SQUADRON
MARHAM
KING’S LYNN PE33 9NP
Tel. 01760 337261 Ext 7086
Fax: 01760 446002 Ext 6002
Email: marhamaeroclub@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.raf.mod.uk/rafmarham/
stationfacilities/aeroclub.cfm
Piper PA28
Cessna 150
Cessna 150 Aerobat
WINGTASK 1995 LIMITED
SEETHING AIRFIELD
Upgate Road, Seething
NORWICH NR15 1EL
Tel. 01508 550453
Fax. 01508 550453
Email: enquiries@seething-airfield.co.uk
Website: www.seething-airfield.co.uk
Members are expected to take an active part in
the running of the airfield.
Club aircraft can only be flown by members.
Piper Archer
Cessna 172
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SHEFFIELD AERO CLUB
NETHERTHORPE AERODROME
Netherthorpe
WORKSOP S80 3JQ
Tel. 01909 475233
Fax. 01909 532413
Email: info@sheffieldaeroclub.net
Website: www.sheffieldaeroclub.net
Cessna 172 (use of)
6x Cessna 152

RAF BRIZE NORTON FLYING CLUB
ROYAL AIR FORCE
Brize Norton
CARTERTON OX18 3LX
Tel. 01993 845886
Website: www.brizeflyingclub.com
Civilian membership limited
2x Piper Cherokee
2x Piper Warrior
Rockwell 112

SHERWOOD FLYING CLUB LTD
NOTTINGHAM AIRPORT
Tollerton Lane, Tollerton
NOTTINGHAM NG12 4GA
Tel. 0115 9811402
Email: info@sherwoodflyingclub.co.uk
Website: www.sherwoodflyingclub.co.uk
Piper PA28
2x Piper PA38

TAKE FLIGHT AVIATION LTD
London Oxford Airport
KIDLINGTON OX5 1RA
Tel. 01865 236424
Email: mike@takeflightaviation.co.uk
Website: www.takeflightaviation.co.uk
Aircraft hire – without limits. An exclusive private
aviators’ club and training venue offering one-toone instruction. Quality aircraft hire to members
without usual restrictions. EASA PPL, LAPL, IMC,
Night, Safety Pilot, tail dragger, twin and AOPA
Aerobatics. FI’s: 2 Full Time, 8 Part Time.
Cessna 152 x3
Cessna 152 Tailwheel
Cessna 172S
Piper PA28 140
Piper PA28 160
Piper PA28 180, 180 Archer, Archer (VE)
Slingsby T-67
2x Piper PA32 Saratoga 6X
Beechcraft BE-76 Duchess (Twin)
Piper PA46 Malibu Matrix
(fractional ownership required)

CAE OXFORD AVIATION ACADEMY
LONDON OXFORD AIRPORT
Langford Lane
KIDLINGTON OX5 1QX
Tel. 01865 841234
Fax. 01865 378797
Email: oxfordacademy@cae.com
Website: www.caeoxfordaviationacademy.com
We can deliver complete spectrum of aviation
training services for pilots, engineers and
cabin crew. We also train pilots for commercial
aviation from the start of a career through
to captaincy and beyond. We operate from 11
training centres on five continents. The range of
programmes includes CPL, ATPL and MPL, all of
which combine premier ground school courses
with high quality flying instruction delivered
in accordance with national aviation authority
requirements.
30x Piper Warrior
19x Piper Seneca
3x Cessna 182
Bombardier CRJ-200 FNPTII Simulator
2x Boeing 737-400 FNPTII MCC
Piper PA28 FNPTII, 6x Piper PA34 FNPTII
10x PC Instrument Trainer
MARTIN SMITH
THE CROSS
48 HIGH STREET
WATLINGTON OX49 5PY
Tel. 01491 612132/07802 357597
Email: smithmailhub@btinternet.com
Highly experienced SEP/MEP instructor/
examiner. Aerobatic instruction/tailwheel
conversions/Differences training. IMC instructor/
complex type refresher training. Can travel
anywhere within the United Kingdom.
RAF BENSON FLYING CLUB
RAF BENSON
WALLINGFORD OX10 6AA
Tel. 01491 837766
Website: http://www.raf.mod.uk/rafflyingclubs/
teamsanddisciplines/bfc.cfm
RAF Benson Flying Club exists to provide
flying training and low cost light aircraft flying,
primarily to members of the Armed Forces.
This includes members of the RAuxAF and the
Reserves, Volunteer Reserves, Cadet Forces and
all former members of all 3 services. Members
of the Armed Forces of other nations serving
with British Forces in the UK are also eligible for
membership. Training Available: PPL, NPPL, IMC.
RAF Benson Flying Club is ELCAS registered for
the Enhanced Learning Credits (ELC).

SHROPSHIRE AERO CLUB
SLEAP AERODROME
Sleap, Harmer Hill
SHREWSBURY SY4 3HE
Tel. 01939 232882
Fax. 01939 235058
Email: info@shropshireaeroclub.co.uk
Website: www.shropshireaeroclub.co.uk
3x Cessna 152
Cessna 172SP
2x Piper PA28 Archer
Piper PA28 Warrior
Tecnam 2002 JF
Slingsby Firefly T67M-160
Aviat Husky
Staffordshire
TATENHILL AVIATION LIMITED
TATENHILL AIRFIELD
Newborough Road, Needwood
BURTON-ON-TRENT DE13 9PD
Tel. 01283 575283
Email: mail@tatenhill.com
Website: www.tatenhill.com
Cessna 152 x4
PA28 Warrior
PA28 Archer
PA28 Arrow IV
Comanche
Robin DR400
Bellanca Decathlon
Surrey
AIR FIRST LTD @ BLACKBUSHE
SCHOOL OF FLYING
Terminal Buildings
BLACKBUSHE AIRPORT
Blackwater
CAMBERLEY GU17 9LQ
Tel. 01252 870999
Fax. 01252 871975
Email: blackbushe@airfirst.co.uk
Website: www.airfirst.co.uk
Blackbushe School of Flying has been a resident

of the airfield since 1985. In August 2011 it was
purchased by Christabelle Munford who as well
as owning the School, also runs it on a daily basis
with members of her experienced operations
team. We also consider ourselves very lucky
to have some of the best Flight Examiners
and Instructors available, who are not only
knowledgeable and professional, but friendly
and helpful too!
NPPL, LAPL, PPL, IMC,
Night Ratings
PA28-161
Cessna 152
BLACKBUSHE AVIATION LTD
BLACKBUSHE AIRPORT
Blackwater
CAMBERLEY GU17 9LB
Tel. 01273 877727
Fax. 01252 877707
Email: info@blackbusheaviation.com
Website: www.blackbusheaviation.com
5x Cessna 152
Cessna 152 Aerobat
2x Piper Archer
Piper Arrow
Piper Seneca III
Piper Chieftain
CUBAIR FLIGHT TRAINING LTD
BUILDING E (BEHIND HANGAR NO. 8)
REDHILL AERODROME
Kings Mill Lane
REDHILL
RH1 5JY
Tel. 01737 822124
Fax. 01737 822124
Email: ops@cubair.co.uk
Website: www.cubair.co.uk
2x Katana DA20-A1
Katana DA20-C1
Super Cub PA181-50
Diamond Star DA40-180
Slingsby T67M
Piper Warrior
LONDON TRANSPORT FLYING CLUB LTD
FAIROAKS AIRPORT
Chobham
WOKING
GU24 8HU
Email: info@ltfc.org.uk
Website: www.ltfc.org.uk
The London Transport Flying Club is an amateur
sports club and is open to applications from all
aviation enthusiasts whether with a licence or
wishing to learn. Applications for membership
are particularly welcome from those looking to
enjoy the ambience of a true flying club.
Cessna 172
3x Piper Warrior
EV-97 Eurostar SL
Sussex
ULTIMATE HIGH ACADEMY
AERO CLUB BUILDING
Goodwood Airfield
Goodwood
CHICHESTER
PO18 0PH
Tel. 01285 771200
Email: info@ultimatehigh.co.uk
Website: www.ultimatehigh.co.uk
We offer all AOPA Aerobatic courses with
experienced ex-military instructors with
hundreds of hours of aerobatics experience.
2x Bulldog
2x Extra 300

ALMAT AVIATION LIMITED
ANSON HOUSE
Coventry Airport West
Coventry Road, Baginton
COVENTRY CV8 3AZ
Tel. 02476 306440
Email: info@almat.co.uk
Website: www.almat.co.uk
Robin 2160
PA28 Warrior
PA28R Arrow
PA28RT Arrow
3x Cessna 152
2x Cessna 172
2x Grob 115

Kinloss Barracks, Moray, Scotland IV36 3UH
Tel: 01309 617361
PPL/LAPL/NPPL/IMC Flying Training
And Aircraft Hire/Hours building.
Service Club ideal for all Services and Ex, UAS etc
Visit www.morayflyingclub.com or call us!!

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE FLYING SCHOOL
Airfield Estate, Loxley Lane
Wellesbourne
WARWICK CV35 9EU
Tel. 01789 840094
Fax. 01789 842539
Email: ops@southwarwickshireflyingschool.com
Web: www.southwarwickshireflyingschool.com
4x Cessna 152, 1 Cessna 172
PA28-161
Frasca 101G Flight Sim

RAF COSFORD FLYING CLUB
Cosford, Albrighton
WOLVERHAMPTON WV7 3EX
Tel. 01902 373361
Email: admin@tiscali.co.uk
Website: www.cosfordflyingclub.org
3x PA-28
West Yorkshire
SHERBURN AERO CLUB LTD
Lennerton Lane
SHERBURN IN ELMET
LEEDS LS25 6JE
Tel. 01977 682674
Fax. 01977 683699
Email: flightdesk@sherburnaeroclub.com
Website:www.sherburnaeroclub.com
100LL, UL91, Jet A1
4x PA28 Cadet
3x PA28 Warrior
Robin 2160
Cessna 182
Cessna 152
3x Aero AT3
Wiltshire
BUSTARD FLYING CLUB
MOD Boscombe Down
AMESBURY SP4 0JF
Tel. 01980 664519
Email: scaryer@yahoo.com
Website: www.bustardflyingclub.co.uk
The Bustard Flying Club exists to stimulate
air-mindedness and to encourage a practical
interest in and knowledge of flying among the
staff at MoD Boscombe Down and other eligible
personnel linked to the MoD and QinetiQ.
The Club aircraft are available for hire by Club
members; the Club also provides training to the
Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL) standard. Some Club
members operate their own aircraft under the
auspice of the Club and this allows the Club to
support significantly more flying than could be
achieved with just the two aircraft. The Club has
some eighty members, and is administered by a
Committee which is elected annually.
Robin DR400 - 140
Slingsby T-67M MkII Firefly

TAKE FLIGHT AVIATION LIMITED
Airfield Estate, Loxley Road
Wellesbourne
WARWICK CV35 9EU
Email: mike@takeflightaviation.co.uk
Website: www.takeflightaviation.com.uk
Aircraft hire – without limits. An exclusive private
aviators’ club and training venue offering one-toone instruction. Quality aircraft hire to members
without usual restrictions. EASA PPL, LAPL,IMC,
Night, Safety Pilot, tail dragger, twin and AOPA
Aerobatics. FI’s: 2 Full Time, 8 Part Time.
3x Cessna 152
Cessna 152 Tailwheel
Cessna 172S
PA28-140, PA28-160
PA28-180, 180 Archer, Archer (VE)
Slingsby T-67
2x PA32 Saratoga 6X
Beech BE-76 Duchess (Twin)
PA46 Malibu Matrix (fractional ownership)

GO FLY LIMITED
HANGAR 1, OLD SARUM AIRFIELD
Old Sarum
SALISBURY SP4 6DZ
Tel. 01722 444890
Email: enquiries@goflyuk.com
Website: www.gofly.com
Go Fly flying school offers aviation fans, or just
those seeking a once in a lifetime thrill, the
opportunity to get up into the sky and pilot
their own aeroplane! Gofly offers a wide range
of flying lessons and flying courses so there’s
something for everyone. Based out of the
Old Sarum Airfield, a place steeped in history
stretching back to its creation during the First
World War, Go Fly offers quality tuition with
experienced, friendly instructors and a stunning
venue that is second to none.
3x Piper PA28 Warrior
Grumman Tiger
2x DH Tiger Moth

COVENTRY FLYING SCHOOL LTD
THE CLUB HOUSE
Rowley Road
COVENTRY CV3 4FR
Tel. 02476 301428
Fax. 02476 306417
Email: operations@covaero.com
Website: www.covaero.com
Cessna 172
2x PA28-161 Warrior III
ON-TRACK AVIATION LIMITED
WELLESBOURNE AERODROME
Loxley Lane, Wellesbourne
WARWICK CV35 9EU
Tel. 01789 842777
Fax. 01789 642755
Email: info@ontrackaviation.com
Website: www.ontrackaviation.com
2x PA28-R
5x Piper PA28
4x Cessna 152
Cessna 172
2x Robin 200
Piper PA44
Cessna C172 Amphibian
Piper Cub
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B17 PRESERVATION LTD
PO BOX 92
BURY ST EDMUNDS IP28 8RR
Tel. 01638 721304
Email: b-17preservation@sallyb.org.uk
Website: www.sallyb.org.uk
Operator and keeper of the last remaining B-17
Flying Fortress in the UK.

The prize for best airfield cafe visited this year by
AO&P goes to Shobdon. We’re interested in your
votes (and pictures) as to the the best one!

EGLINTON FLYING CLUB LTD
EGLINTON AIRFIELD
17A Airfield Road, Eglinton
LONDONDERRY BT47 3PZ
Tel. 02871 810962
Piper Warrior IIITLAND
Aberdeen
CABRO AVIATION LIMITED
c/o Signature Flight Support Ltd Aberdeen
Airport
Wellheads Drive, Dyce
ABERDEEN AB21 7GQ
Tel. 07891 249080
Email: info@cabroaviation.co.uk
Website: www.cabroaviation.co.uk
Cabro Aviation Ltd was formed in 2009. Since
January 2011, we have operated as a CAA
Registered Training
Facility based at Aberdeen International Airport.
We are the only PPL and NPPL(LAPL) fixed wing
training facility in North East Scotland operating
from Aberdeen International Airport and Insch
Airfield. We conduct training for Private Pilot
Licences, Night qualifications, Instrument Ratings
(Restricted), rating renewals, check flights, skills
tests and aircraft hire.Following a check out with
an Instructor the aircraft can be hired to Pilots
holding a PPL licence that is current for the rating
and have suitable flying hours and a valid EASA
medical.
Cessna 152
2x Cessna 172
Cessna 172SP
Piper PA28
Fife
RAF LEUCHARS FLYING CLUB
Royal Air Force Station, Leuchars
ST. ANDREWS KY16 0JX
Tel. 01334 839471
Fax. 01334 839471
Email: cco@leuchars.raf.mod.uk
Website: www.leuchars.raf.mod.uk
Piper PA38
Robin DR400
MORAY FLYING CLUB
RAF KINLOSS
FORRES IV36 3UH
Tel. 01309 617361
Fax. 01309 617108
Email: enquiries@morayflyingclub.com
Website: www.morayflyingclub.com
Moray Flying Club will remain at Kinloss when
the RAF vacate, becoming attached to RAF
Lossiemouth.
Cessna 152
Cessna 152 Aerobat
Cessna 172
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GLASGOW FLYING CLUB LIMITED
Walkinshaw Road
RENFREW PA4 9LP
Tel. 0141 889 4565
Fax. 0141 840 2668
Email: info@glasgowflyingclub.com
Website: www.glasgowflyingclub.com
PPL training, trial lessons, revalidation and
renewal.
2x PA38
PA28
Cessna 172WALES
Mona Flying Club
RAF MONA, RLG MONA
Gwalchmai
HOLYHEAD LL65 4RS
Tel. 01407 720581
Email: ron.kelsall@freezone.co.uk
Website: www.flymona.com
Cessna 152

OVERSEAS CLUBS
CYPRUS
RAF AKROTIRI FLYING CLUB
RAF AKROTIRI BFPO 57
AKROTIRI
Tel. +357 25 275217 / Mobile +357 99 238726
Email: akrotiriflyingclub@gmail.com
Website: www.raf.mod.uk/rafflyingclubs/
teamsanddisciplines/akifc.cfm
HONG KONG
HONG KONG AVIATION CLUB
31 SUNG WONG TOI ROAD
KOWLOON
Tel. +852 2713 5171
Fax. +852 2761 9511
E-mail: hkac@aviationclub.hk
Website: www.aviationclub.hk
2x Cessna 152
Cessna 172N, Cessna 172P, Cessna 172R
Cessna 182P
Robinson R44, 3x Robinson R22
Slingsby Firefly 160hp

OTHER FLYING CLUBS &
OWNERSHIP GROUPS
AIRWISE FLYING GROUP
87 SINGLETON ROAD
SALFORD M7 4LX
Tel. 0161 828 1000 / 07974 728548
Email: davidnkaye@gmail.com

CAMBRIDGE FLYING GROUP
CAMBRIDGE CITY AIRPORT
NEWMARKET ROAD
CAMBRIDGE
CB5 8RX
Tel. 01763 264262
Email: dave_kirkham@me.com
Website: www.cambridgeflyinggroup.co.uk
61st Anniversary Year of training pilots in vintage
aircraft.
2x DH82A Tiger Moth
Fuji FA 200
FLYING FARMERS ASSOCIATION
BROOKER FARM
NEW CHURCH
ROMNEY MARSH TN29 0DT
Email: chix@farmline.com
Website: www.ffa.org.uk
FREESTYLE AVIATION
C/O WHITE WALTHAM AIRFIELD
WALTHAM ROAD
MAIDENHEAD SL6 3NJ
Tel. 07808 059881
Email: accassidy@aol.com
Website :www.freestyleaviation.co.uk
Specialist aerobatic training at the West London
Aero Club under the supervision of former UK
Champion Alan Cassidy.
Pitts S-2A Special
2x Xtreme Air XA42
HISTORIC AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION
6 LOWER VILLAGE ROAD
ASCOT SL5 7AU
Tel. 07792 659553
Email: info@haa-uk.aero
Website: www.haa-uk.aero
NORTH COATES FLYING CLUB
HANGAR 4
NORTH COATES AIRFIELD
KENNETH CAMPBELL ROAD
GRIMSBY DN36 5XU
Tel. 01472 388850 (Out of Hours 01652 618808)
Email: stevecharters@gmx.com
Website: www.northcoatesflyingclub.co.uk
The 05 threshold will be moved slightly. Runway
numbers remain the same.
SHOREHAM SUSSEX FLYING GROUP
8 MAPLE FIELDS
SEAFORD BN25 3ER
Tel. 01323 873634
Email: h.berryhill@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.shorehamsussexflyinggroup.com
SKYANGELS INTERNATIONAL RESCUE
HEATHROW AIRPORT
REGUS HEATHROW OFFICE, 450 BATH ROAD
WEST DRAYTON UB7 0EB
Tel. 0845 838 1012 , Fax. 0845 299 1911
Email: post@skyangelsinternationalrescue.com
International non-profit air ambulance and
rescue foundation. Fleet includes aircraft and
helicopters with alliance members around the
world.

SKYDIVE JERSEY
C/O JERSEY AERO CLUB
L’AVENUE DE LA REINE ELIZABETH THE SECOND
ST PETER JE3 7BP
Tel. 01534 747410
Fax. 07797 813944
Email: info@skydivejersey.net
Website: www.skydivejersey.net
SOUTHPORT & MERSEYSIDE AERO CLUB
C/O LIVER GREASE CO LTD
NORFOLK STREET
LIVERPOOL L1 0BE
Tel. 0151 7097494
Fax. 0151 709 3774
Website: www.g-gyav.org.uk
chris@wyliec.freeserve.co.uk
Cessna 172
THE REAL FLYING COMPANY LTD
3 CECIL PASHLEY WAY
SHOREHAM AIRPORT
SHOREHAM-BY-SEA BN43 5FF
Tel. 01273 440288
Fax. 01273 464259
Email: ops@realflyingcompany.com
Website :www.realflyingcompany.com
PPL, LAPL, IMC, Night, Tailwheel, Aerobatic
Rating, Safety Pilot, Glass Cockpit conversions,
cross-Channel checkouts, licence revalidation,
self-fly hire, gift vouchers and trial lessons.
Stampe SV4C, 2x DHC-1 Chipmunk
Piper Warrior 111 (glass cockpit)
Piper Super Cub PA18-150
THE SPITFIRE FLYING CLUB
POPHAM AIRFIELD
COXFORD DOWN
MICHELDEVER
WINCHESTER SO21 3BD
Tel. 01256 397733
Fax. 01256 397114
Email: pophamairfield@btconnect.com
Website: www.popham-airfield.co.uk
Tie downs available, overnight camping available,
low landing fees, fuel available 24/7
Rental Cessna 150/PA28. Gyrocopter, Microlight
Training (C42 + Eurostar)
Antonov AN2
THE TIGER CLUB (1990) LTD
PENT FARM
POSTLING
HYTHE CT21 4EY
Tel. 01303 863180
Email: glyn@tigerclub.co.uk
Website: www.tigerclub.co.uk
The Tiger Club was founded in 1957 with the
aim of encouraging all aspects of sport flying.
It offers pilots from all over the world the
opportunity to experience flying vintage aircraft
as well as aerobatics and formation flying.
CAP 10C, 2x DH82a Tiger Moth
2x PA18-90 Piper Super Cub
4x Rollason D31 Turbulent
UPLIFT AVIATION LIMITED
TURWESTON AERODROME
BIDDLESDEN ROAD
WESTBURY
BRACKLEY NN13 5YD
Tel. 07850 345995
Email: tollett@aol.com
Website: www.upliftaviation.com
Basic aerobatics, CAA PPL examinations/skill
tests, FAA BFRs and IPCs.
Cessna 152 Aerobat

GA-related Trade Services
ADAMS AVIATION SUPPLY CO LTD
MERCURY HOUSE
VULCAN WAY
NEW ADDINGTON
CROYDON CR0 9UG
Tel. 01689 842999, Fax. 01689 808966
Email: mail@adamsaviation.com
Website: www.adamsaviation.com
Stocks and distributes widest range of aircraft
parts in Europe. Multlingual team of aviation
equipment experts.
AIR WESTWARD LTD
DUNKESWELL AERODROME
DUNKESWELL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
HONITON EX14 4LG
Tel. 01404 891271, Fax. 01404 891465
Operators of Dunkeswell Aerodrome. Airfield
Information: 01404 891643
AIRPLAN FLIGHT EQUIPMENT
UNIT 1A RINGWAY TRADING ESTATE
MANCHESTER M22 5LH
Tel. 0161 499 0023, Fax. 0161 499 0298
Email: sales@afeonline.com
Website: www.afeonline.com
CAVOK LIMITED
3 LATYMER CLOSE
WEYBRIDGE KT13 9ER
Tel. 01932 821905
Email: info@qudiem.com
Website: www.qudiem.com
Software for flying club operations.
Continuous airworthiness maintenance
organisations. Maintenance operations.
ENGLISH HERITAGE
NATIONAL MONUMENTS RECORD OFFICE
KEMBLE DRIVE
SWINDON SN2 2GZ
Tel. 01793 414703
Email: damian.grady@english-heritage.org.uk
Undertakes aerial photography of
archaeological sites and historic buildings.
E-PLANE
1 SANDOWN GROVE
TUNBRIDGE WELLS TN2 4RW
Tel. 07802 902535
Email: e-plane@live.co.uk
Website: www.sandtoft-airfield.com
Hangarage, Airfield Services (Sandtoft),
Avgas, aircraft maintenance (Sandtoft and
Fenland) - up to 5700Kg including TBM, LAA
types, Avionics, Complex Repairs.
KEMBLE AIR SERVICES LIMITED
THE CONTROL TOWER
KEMBLE AIRFIELD, KEMBLE
CIRENCESTER GL7 6BA
Tel. 01285 771076 / 771177
Fax. 01285 771318
Email: ops@cotswoldairport.com
Website: www.cotswoldairport.com

MONTCLARE SHIPPING CO. LTD
ELSTREE AERODROME
ELSTREE
BOREHAMWOOD
WD6 3AR
Tel. 0208 953 7480 / 0208 953 3502
Fax. 0208 207 3691
POOLEYS FLIGHT EQUIPMENT LTD
ELSTREE AERODROME
ELSTREE
BOREHAMWOOD
WD6 3AW
Tel. 0208 207 3749
Fax. 0208 953 2512
E-mail: sales@pooleys.com
Website: www.pooleys.com
Manufacturers of flight training equipment
since 1957.
We supply to over 95% of UK flying schools
and our equipment is sold to flight training
organisation across the world.
Please call us to set up a trade account or for
any queries.
SHAWBROOK BANK
SHAWBROOK HOUSE
THE DORKING BUSINESS PARK
STATION ROAD
DORKING
RH4 1HJ
Tel. 0845 604 0975
Fax. 0845 604 0977
Email: af.marketing@shawbrook.co.uk
Website: www.shawbrook.co.uk
Our specialist aviation team at Shawbrook
Bank arrange bespoke finance solutions for
private and commercial aircraft owners. We
respond rapidly to enquiries and provide
finance for a wide range of aircraft and
equipment.
Shawbrook’s flexible terms can also release
cash into your business secured on your
existing aircraft or equipment subject to our
underwriting criteria.
To arrange an onsite visit please contact:
North and Central England and Scotland Richard Chapman on 07789 648 893
South of England and Wales Toby Crampton on 07831 624680
SOUTHERN AIRCRAFT CONSULTANCY
TOWN FARM
POUND LANE
DITCHINGHAM
BUNGAY
NR35 2DN
Tel. 01986 892912
Fax. 01603 208256
Email: info@southernaircraft.co.uk
Website: www.southernaircraft.co.uk
Register your aircraft on the FAA ‘N’ Register
with complete confidence. Operating a
friendly, competitively priced and professional
service for over 16 years.
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Pilot Training

Have you ever thought about
becoming an instructor?
NICK WILCOCK outlines what you need to become an instructor. You
don’t need a CPL but you do need the theory. And you can be paid...
At a couple of recent AOPA UK
committee meetings, we learned that
there appears to be a looming shortage
of PPL instructors. So I asked around
IAOPA (Europe) and several AOPAs
advised me that they’re also beginning to
see a shortage. It’s reported that airlines
are beginning to recruit again, so perhaps
some existing instructors are heading that
way - but why are so few people coming
forward to replace them, unless they too
are hoping to build hours before applying
to the airlines? Perhaps the main reason
is that most PPL holders don’t actually
know what options are available to them
as potential instructors, so let’s have look
at them:

Do I need a CPL to be paid?
If you hold a Part-FCL PPL, then no
you don’t! Under FCL.205A(b), the
holder of a Part-FCL PPL(A) with
instructor or examiner privileges may
receive remuneration for the provision
of flight instruction for the LAPL(A) or
PPL(A).

Do I need to sit loads of exams?
When EASA launched NPA 2008-17b,
the intention was that an instructor only
needed to hold the licence or rating for
which instruction was being given. So
to teach at PPL level, you should only
need to hold a PPL. IAOPA warmly
welcomed this, but some Member States
and, it has to be said, perhaps a few selfinterested organisations, objected to this.
So EASA was obliged to amend
FCL.915.FI(b)(2)(i), requiring FI
(Aeroplanes) applicants to have met
the requirements for CPL knowledge.
Which means passing the CPL exams
even if you just want to instruct PPL.
xxii
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What about the LAPL/FI?
LAPL holders may not include an
instructor certificate in their licences;
all ab initio LAPL instruction has
to be provided by at least a PPL/FI.
Originally there was to be an EASA
animal termed a Light Aircraft Flight
Instructor to support the needs of
LAPL training, but with lower training
requirements than are required for an FI.
This proposal was also rejected; as
a compromise, following observations
by certain Member States, the CPL
exam requirement does not apply to FIs
wishing to instruct only for the LAPL
and associated ratings. So if you want
to instruct for the LAPL, first persuade
your local club to start marketing the
LAPL rather more positively. Then, once
you meet the pre-course prerequisites,
you can start an FI course without
needing to sit any more EASA exams.
You will also be able to instruct for the
NPPL and if any of your students decide
to change to a PPL course instead of
a LAPL or NPPL course, then any
training you may have given to them can
be credited towards the PPL.

Pre-course prerequisites?
Paraphrasing FCL.915.FI, a PPLholding applicant for an FI(A) certificate
must have:
• Received at least 10 hours of instrument
flight instruction on aeroplanes, of
which not more than five hours may be
instrument ground time in an FSTD.

• Completed 20 hours of VFR cross-country
flight as PIC on aeroplanes.
• Except for an FI(A) providing training
for the LAPL(A), met the requirements
for CPL theoretical knowledge.

• Completed at least 200 hours of flight time
on aeroplanes or TMGs, of which 150
hours must be as PIC.
• Completed at least 30 hours on singleengine piston powered aeroplanes of
which at least five hours must have been
completed during the six month period
preceding the pre-entry flight test for the
FI course.
• As PIC, completed a VFR cross-country
flight of at least
300 nm, including two intermediate
landings.
So an experienced PPL holder may
well find that he/she already meets most
of the prerequisites to provide instruction
for the LAPL, but then if you’re hoping
to instruct for the PPL, we come back
to the topic of exams. It’s becoming
evident that the CPL exam hurdle is the
one real obstacle faced by the suitably
experienced PPL holder who would like
to do some instructing, perhaps on a
part-time basis as an escape from the day
job. But in previous times, the pre-course
requirements included an exam to check
that the aspirant FI had the appropriate
level of theoretical knowledge, rather
than CPL knowledge.
Even the Basic Regulation states
that flight instruction must be given by
‘appropriately qualified instructors’, who
meet the theoretical knowledge and
experience requirements ‘appropriate’
for the instruction being given, rather
than any commercial level theoretical
knowledge requirements.
So we think that it’s high time to
press-to-test on this and to propose a
return to rather more pragmatic previous
ways. At the forthcoming EASA FCL

Implementation Forum I intend to seek
members’ views concerning a proposal
for the amendment of FCL.915.FI(b)
(2) to include an option of ‘a precourse written exam approved by the
competent authority and conducted by
the ATO, which will confirm that the
FI(A) course applicant has demonstrated
an appropriate level of theoretical
knowledge to be able to exercise
instructional privileges for the PPL(A)
and LAPL(A).’ This would be a rather
more proportionate approach.
Several European AOPAs are already
supportive, as are the UK ATOs with
whom I’ve spoken. AOPA already has
the Ground Instructor Course pre-entry
written exam, so with a little tweaking
and titivating, a pre-FI course exam
could be developed pretty quickly from
the GIC exam. But at the meeting we
were told that the group considering
Learning Objectives is already looking
into a reduction of theoretical knowledge
requirements for PPL/FIs, so perhaps
change is in the air?
‘...a pre-course written exam approved
by the competent authority and conducted
by the ATO, which will confirm that the
FI(A) course applicant has demonstrated an
appropriate level of theoretical knowledge
to be able to exercise instructional privileges
for the PPL(A) and LAPL(A).’

Are other instructional qualifications available at PPL level?
Yes, the Class Rating Instructor. A CRI
on single pilot aeroplanes may provide
training for existing licence holders, such
as the ‘training flying with an instructor’
required for revalidation and may also,
if suitably qualified, conduct aerobatic
rating training.
Quite a useful qualification, no CPL
exams needed and the course itself only
requires three hours of flight instruction,
plus 25 hours of teaching and learning
instruction and 10 hours of technical
training.
See CAP 804 Part I Section 4 part
J subpart 3 for full details - and if you
haven’t already done so, download CAP
804 from the CAA’s website.
A CRI who is an acknowledged
expert in a specific field or on a particular
aeroplane is a useful person from whom a
pilot might seek the relevant training for
such purposes.

What does the FI course
include?
Having met the pre-requisites and passed
the pre-entry flight test, the course itself
consists of:

25 hours of ‘teaching
and learning’
100 hours of theoretical
knowledge instruction
30 hours of flight instruction
and, finally

Are there any FI revalidation
requirements?

Yes. The FI certificate is valid for 3 years
and may only be revalidated if you have
met the relevant criteria by completing
two of the options of having either
1. Conducted 50 hours of flight
instruction, 2. Received refresher training
at an FI seminar or, 3. In the final year of
the validity period, passed an assessment
of competence. For at least every
alternate revalidation, the assessment of
competence is a mandatory requirement.

But will I earn much money?

It’s perhaps not fair to accuse training
organisations of paying their FIs as little
as they can get away with, although at
times some FIs might feel that this is
indeed the case! In recent years, airline
recruiting hasn’t been particularly
buoyant and there were few financial
retention incentives for FIs, given
Your own flying skills will need to be
that there were probably more around
of a good standard and the pre-entry
than the training world really needed.
flight test will soon identify areas which
But things are beginning to change;
might perhaps need a little more polish.
for example, one popular UK airline
The ground training is intended
has recently announced significant
to ensure that you can brief a student
expansion and has placed a pilot supply
competently in both flying exercises and
contract with a major European ATO,
technical subjects, before you put them
which itself has now launched an FI
into practice with your FIC instructor
recruitment drive.
in flight.
Faced with all its FIs rushing off
You will be taught to identify and
to
the
airlines, it’s indeed likely that
rectify any student errors in a manner
which will encourage your student, rather instructors’ pay might improve. But don’t
forget that the cost of any pay increase
than the “Look, you numbskull, I’ve told
will probably have to be recovered from
you how to do it, I’ve shown you how
the customers; to remain competitive,
to do it, I can do it, the aircraft can do
most flying training organisations try to
it - so why the hell can’t you do it?” style
keep their flying rates as low as possible,
which some of us may remember from
otherwise prospective trainees will look
the bad old days!
elsewhere. If airline recruitment really
Of course you will also learn how
does take off at the level many predict,
to conduct a post-flight debrief for
training organisations are going to
your student in a clear, concise and
find it much harder to retain their FIs,
constructive manner.
particularly those who have already
Are there any restrictions on
obtained CPLs. Amending the Aircrew
newly-qualified instructors?
Regulation can often take many years,
so if we are to avoid a dearth of PPLInitially, you will be under the
level FIs in the coming years, we need
supervision of another instructor
to highlight the CPL exam problem
nominated by your training organisation
to EASA without delay and that’s my
and you will not be permitted to
intention. Meanwhile, flying clubs could
supervise first solos or first cross-country
help themselves by looking more at the
solos until you have gained more
LAPL and by encouraging their more
experience. But once you have flown 100
experienced PPL-holding members to
hours of flight instruction, supervised
think about becoming LAPL-level FIs.
25 student solo flights and gained the
Worth thinking about?
approval of your training organisation,
CAP 804 is available as a PDF on the
these restrictions will no longer apply.
CAA website, www.caa.co.uk.
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An ‘assessment of competence’ taken with a Flight
Instructor Examiner, which
also includes a ground oral
examination.
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