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—— CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE

UK TRANSPORT
INFRASTRUCTURE

T LEAST the weather was reasonable for the first of this year’s

General Aviation trade shows, Private Flyer al Wycombe Air Park.

Notwithstanding that, I'm told the turn-out was not as hoped for.

Thank vou Lo all our members who took the lime Lo altend and visil
the AOPA stand, either to make enquiries or just to catch up. It remains to be
seen how the number of allendees al AeroExpo UK next month at Sywell and
the Private Flyer Leeds turn out. AOPA will be present at both. However, at least
there were three oplions of gelling to the Private Flyer show unlike the previous
wecekend.

The rail strikes conlinue lo trundle on and are having a direcl effect on AOPA’s
business, not that the rail unions are targeting AOPA. However, it took more
than a rail strike to deter nearly twenty members of IAOPA attending the Europe
Regional Meeting at the new AOPA HQ on 12th — 13th May. AOPA has been
making plans for some time to mark the opening of the new HQ building and the
date dependent on the availability of the prestigious guest who will declare it
open. This is now being rescheduled due to a rail strike being held on that day so
back to the drawing board.

Not that there is always the option of travelling by rail. No matter where you
are in the country, you'll [ind potholes. On the plus side more care now needs
to be taken when travelling along country lanes and al night. Also, to be lair
the National Government has given more money Lo local authorities to gel
them fixed. I was talking recently to someone who was musing as to why other
European countries don’t have the same problem given the similar nature of their
winters.

Having covered rail and road, this brings me Lo that last part of the UK’s travel
infrastructure, airfields. Following the latest report on the progress of turning
airfields into garden villages 1 was disheartened to learn that Southend Airport is
exploring the sale of their aviation business which is London Southend Airport.
Surely Southend should be valued as an important strategic airport in that part
of the country? Also, the owner of Popham has submitted the site for a 3000
home development in the Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability
Assessment and has been shortlisted for development as part of the Local Plan
review by Basingstoke and Deane Council. Whilst nol a minor internalional
airport Popham will be a huge loss to the General Aviation community in this
country. Similarly, tenants at Rougham in Suffolk have been given nolice lo quit
by the end of May this year. These join other nalional assels such as Cambridge,
Coventry and Doncasler/Sheffield.

The question is does the Government have a national Transport Infrastructure
Strategy that involves valuing and maintaining the existing national assets, be
they roads, rail or aviation?

Whilst it is not AOPA’s mission Lo influence the government on road or rail, it
is trying to make a difference in prolecting general aviation. It can’t be achieved
without vour help, so as membership renewal time approaches please continue
with your membership and consider getting involved. m
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EDITOR'S
COMMENT

TIME TO GET FLYING

As with every June/July issue

of AOPA UK's magazine we
have the Flight Directory, your
guide to AOPA's corporate
members who can help you
with your piloting licences,
aircraft or equipment. So now
is the time to hand your copy
of the magazine to anyone

who has shown an interest in
flying. The more pilots we have,
the stronger General Aviation
becomes.

We also have the results from
the members' survey - thank
you to everyone who took the
time to answer the questions -
your information certainly helps
us improve as an organisation.
And don't miss a fantastic flight
test of the Diamond DAS0 RG,
which will put the cat amongst
the pigeons when it comes to
other aircraftin its class. Turn to
page 38 for Tom Horne's report
on the V6.

As always, enjoy your flying and
blue skies!

=

David Rawlings
Editor, AOPA Magazine UK
editor@aopa.co.uk

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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AOPA AFFAIRS

WHEN IT COMES TO

REVOKING A PILOT'S
LICENCE, DO WE
NEED AN OVERHAUL?

Does the Just Culture work within the CAA’s framework? Do we learn from
others’ mistakes? Martin Robinson believes something needs to be done

HE CONVENTION on

Civil Aviation was signed

on 7 December 1944 by 52

Countries (slates) — often
referred to as the Chicago Convention
—and was ralified by 5 March 1947,
coming into being on 4 April of that
vear. By Oclober 1947 ICAO became
a specialised agency of the UN, linked
to the Economic and Social Council.
The founders understood the value that
civil aviation could bring to the world,
where aviation is used for the peaceful
expansion of trade and movement of
people.

ICAO requires the UK to put into
place a State Safety Plan to regulate
and oversee the UK aviation system.

In essence the UK is obliged to put

into its national legal [ramework ICAO
Standards. Whilst some will argue that
ICAO only deals with international
aviation and that a State can file
differences, these differences are meant
to be temporary and should be removed
over time. Also when differences have
been filed, they are likely Lo be reviewed
during an ICAO State audit. Since 1962
[AOPA has participated in ICAO and it’s
important to note that when agreements
have been reached and are implemented
in national legal [rameworks, il’s almost
impossible to amend the legislation.

States often view the ICAO
requirement as not less than and often
go further than ICAO intended.

Several years ago, AOPA took part
in some work with the CAA to review
claims of gold plaling, the [inal result
was the CAA’s commitment to no gold
plating of ICAO Standards and where
evidence of such exist to work on
removing il.

A greal deal of AOPA’'s work goes into
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‘word-smithing” proposed rules and
regulations. Where changes are being
proposed AOPA’s position is normally
that unless they increase safely al an
affordable cosl, as the deliverable, we
won't normally support.

Through TAOPA we remain invested in
representation at ICAO in Montreal and
in EASA. Influencing the development
of regulations is our primary role,
delivering the right solutions [or General
Aviation.

CHANGES HAVE HAPPENED

Over the years we have seen a number
of changes take place within the CAA.
The authority has a number of roles
from the oversight of Commercial

Air Transport, Aerodromes, Airspace,
Consumer Protection to General
Aviation. AOPA communicates with

a number of different departments
within the CAA, not just the GAU.

One [lairly recent change, made by

the CAA, was the adoption of a ‘Just
Culture’ process, mainly to deal with
airspace infringements but not solely.
Although Just Culture policies are more
commonly found in larger organisations
it can be applied in other ways like the
CAA has allempted to do.

The objective is to deal with
accounlability by responding Lo
individual behaviour in a fair and
just manner by changing the way we
think about errors. I have a number of
questions about the manner in which the
CAA has implemented the Just Culture
process.

Does the CAA fully understand the
principles of such a process: and do GA
pilots understand the CAAs process of
‘Just Culture?

A number of pilots that I have met and

who have been through the process
feel that the CAA acts as judge and
jury, meaning the process is not one of
fairness. Most ‘Just Culture’ systems
appear to be based on openness, where
individuals are encouraged to engage
without fear of reprisal. This is one of
the fundamental principles behind the
MOR process — as the information
provided through an MOR is done so
without the individual being caulioned,
the MOR data cannot be used as part
of a prosecution. This should then lead
to the right safety critical information
being reported and possibly saving
lives in the [uture.

However, the MOR doesn’t stop the
CAA from using the information as part
of a separate investigation.

If we want Lo preserve the safely
reporting system it's important that
pilots can trust the MOR system. All
airspace infringements are reported by
Air Tralfic Controllers through the MOR
process. So, is it a tool for improving
safely or a reporting mechanism for the
CAA to consider [urther action? It may
be both!

The CAA has a responsibility here
Lo saleguard the integrily of the MOR
system — lives depend on it.

The CAA’s websile slales: -

“The aim of Just Culture is to promote
continuous learning from previous
mistakes and to encourage pilots to
openly and [reely share essential safely
related information.”

Often pilots receive letters telling them
that their licence and/or ratings have
been temporarily suspended pending...
etc. This is often seen as coercive,
[alling short of the principles behind a
Just Culture process. The CAA have the
right Lo take such action without the
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ILLUSTRATION nadia_sno

“Normally

incidents involving

recklessness/

endangerment,
where legal action

is taken, are

usually heard in
the Crown Court”

need to refer to the courts. Sometimes
the CAA is right to do so, when you
consider the actions of some pilots who
are a danger to themselves and others.

A BALANCED APPROACH

Gelting the balance right can be difficult
and being granted a pilols licence is a
privilege NO'T a right. Pilots need to act
responsibly at all times.

The CAA needs Lo consider the
aclions or in-actions of a pilot, including
their behaviour:

* Human Error
e Risk Attitude
e Recklessness
* Endangerment

However, can all of these be
dealt with as part of a Just Culture
process? Normally incidents involving
recklessness/endangerment, where
legal action is taken, are usually
heard in the Crown Courl, whereas
an infringement of airspace may be
referred Lo a magistrales courl. Where
the CAA seeks Lo address the learning
element through a Just Culture process
to prevent errors from reoccurring, the
online CAA Infringemenl Awareness
Course is used but could also be
underpinned with additional training
and testing as the CAA will want to
salisfy itself that the pilot can exercise
the privilege of their licence and
ralings, in the knowledge that any
short comings have been addressed.
| understand that whilst on one had
the CAA is responsible for safety
(particularly to non-involved third
parties) whilst al the same time they
need Lo take proportionate action with
pilots and gelling this balance right
can be difficult. Whilst AOPA generally
supports the Just Culture process there
is probably room for improvement and
the CAA must be careful not to blur the
lines or infringe pilots’ rights — either
prosecute or follow the principles — of
a Just Culture, not a process which sees
the CAA being accused of punishing
pilots. Maybe the use of the formal
caution should be considered ahead of
any process.

Incidents that require the CAA to
temporarily suspend or revoke a pilot’s
licence should not be considered under
the Just Culture process, perhaps?
Maybe it’s time Lo review the whole
process?

COST SHARING

The CAA has been reviewing the rules

around cost sharing with the intention
of amending them. Their main concern
relates to illegal public transport and
that some pilots may be using cost
sharing as a way to disguise that they
are really conducting an illegal public
transport operation. The backdrop

to this is the Sala incident which, it
has o be said, was nol a cosl sharing
flight. The organiser of the flight was
eventually found guilty in court and
given a custodial sentence.

IN CONCLUSION
The changes the CAA are secking to
implement are not evidence based
nor are they based on facts. The
consultation was based on a series of
questions which led to many unqualified
responses. In turn the CAA produced
pie charts and bar diagrams showing
the replies by calegory, again none of
this factually or evidence based. Whilst
the CAA has said it doesn’t want Lo
stop cost sharing, we don’t want UK
pilots to be at a disadvantage with
European pilots as cost sharing is a
greal way Lo share the experience of
flying, flying more often and reducing
the overall cost. The CAA should issue
clear guidance on cost sharing warning
pilots of the penalties for illegal public
transporl. Most cost sharing flights are
A lo A (around 80%), leaving 20% A
Lo B flights. The old saying ‘I il’s not
broke don’t fix it!”, comes to mind. My
main concern is that these proposals
will not stop illegal public transport,
whereas cost sharing platforms put the
activity in plain sight. Over-regulating
an aclivily just leads Lo more invenlive
ways of gelling around the rule. I am
sure pilots may use TikTok and Bilcoin
to offer flights briefing passengers on
whal Lo say if they are ramp checked.

By November 2023 the DI is meant
to be producing a Statutory Instrument
(SI) to amend the existing rules, but
whether they achieve this or not remains
to be seen.

Risk-based rules, proportionate Lo the
aclivity is what we seck — Lo undersland
the risk you need the evidence (dala) m

ot

Martin Robinson
CEO, AOPA UK
martin@aopa.co.uk

§
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AOPA UP FRONT

Welcome to the UP FRONT section of the magazine. Bringing you help, advice,
and other insights from the world of AOPA, in an honest and ‘up front’ way to help
you stay flying. Something to say? Please contact us at editor@aopa.co.uk

WORDS AND IMAGES Mike Powell

THE FLYING REPORTER IS
L OOKING FOR AERODROMES

Former BBC reporter Jon has set up his own YouTube channel aiming
to encourage pilots to venture farther away from their usual haunts

SOME OF you may have time. In terms of popularity, “It’w oreal | people why they visited,
heard of “The Flying views and [eedback, the S b}] cat lo bul some told us that they'd
Reporter’, a popular Aerodrome Reviews have [ar Q . : specilically come having seen
general aviation YouTube exceeded my expectations see thdth]OtS the review on The Flying
channel. Private pilot, and it’s great Lo see that pilots e resp()nding Reporter channel.
former BBC TV news are responding by choosing . It has been particularly nice
reportler and AOPA member o visil the [eatured locations bV ChOOSIHg' to sce visitors from further
Jon Hunt shares his travels themselves,” explains Jon. L. afield, including from the
and adventures flying his Sleap aerodrome was one to visit the South of England, who, thanks
Piper Arrow around the UK of the first airfields to be ‘L e to the video, have realised
and Europe. featured. Manager Bruce [ed[ured ]OCdUOHS that we're not all that far

lp January, Jon teamed u’p‘ nglass SE}YS .the month themSelveS” away. The video C(')mmcnts
with AOPA UK to launch The  after publication was very are very encouraging and
Flying Reporter Aerodrome busy: “Since the video was our flying club members have
Review, because he published we have seen been very positive about the
wanted to inspire an increase in traffic video and are pleased to see
his followers to : and had a very Sleap being championed on
explore more Find out busy month. We such a prominent YouTube

haven't asked channel.” m

airfields and more online at
have the

®
confidence lo jonhunt

fly further. For .netand on
aerodromes,
it's a perfect
opportunity to
showcase their facilities,
help pilots know what to
expect on their visits and
improve compliance with local
procedures or airspace.
Popham, Halfpenny Green,
Sleap, Barton and Bolt Head
have been reviewed so far,
with more in the pipeline. Jon
says the videos have been
extremely popular. “Travelling
the UK and Europe, I know
that our aerodromes and the
areas around them have so
much to offer, yet I hear of so

many private pilots shuttling . |

back and forth from their

usual haunts with some sadly ~ Former BBC reporter and PPL holder Jon Hunt in his trusted Piper Arrow on his way to review
losing interest in GA over another airfiled, in this video it was Sleap Aerodrome

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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WORDS AND IMAGES Michael Powell

WHAT THE PILOT
MAY AND MAY-NOT DO

In part seven of his series on DIY maintenance and your aircraft, Licenced
Engineer Michael Powell recaps what you can do to your aircraft

ITHOUGHT that in this
article I would make some
general remarks about
mainlaining an aircraft and
perhaps acl as a summary

of what we have considered
so far. As always I starl my
arlicle with a general ‘health
and safety’ warning and
remind aircraft owners not

to take on any work unless

it falls within the list of tasks
listed in PART ML AMCI to
Appendix II Limited Pilot
Owner Maintenance. Also
don’t allempt any Llask unless
you feel that it falls within
your ability. Always refer to a
Licensed Engineer il you have
any doubts.

To begin with I have to issue
a further ‘health and safety’
warning — regrettably in this
case because both owners
sulfered quile sever injuries.
We are all familiar with the
warning nol lo louch or lurn
a propellor when the aircraft
is on the ground. TAKE THIS
WARNING SERIOUSLY —
PROPELLORS CAN, AND
DO KILL! In the first accident
the owner was attempting to
hand-swing an Auster and both

magnelos were ‘live’. Before the
swing the propellor was moved
by hand no more than one inch
but the magneto ‘fired” and the
propellor rolaled backwards
with considerable force
seriously damaging the owner’s
hand. The second accident was
the resull of similar aclions
on the part of an owner bul in
this case resulted in a broken
arm. A measure of the potential
personal injury that may be
suffered may be realised by the
fact that, in this case, approx.
six inches of the wooden prop
blade was damaged and the
propellor was beyond repair.
In both cases the owners
had more than a thousand
hours flight-time and were
well aware of the dangers
associated with propellors and
impulse magnetos. A moments
carelessness brought about a
very painful reminder. These
magnetos (impulse) contain a
spring which is wound up as
the magneto approaches the
ignition point (usually around
25 degrees before tdc) and
then releases to cause the
magneto to rotate rapidly
generaling a strong ignilion

.

“A loose wooden
propellor hub can
actually catch fire
as aresult of the
heat gencraled
by the powerful
pulses produced
by the engine”

spark. If the cylinder is full of
petrol vapour then it will fire
and the propellor will rotate
rapidly (usually backwards) far
faster than any avoiding action
that can be taken.

A [urther word or two aboul
propellors. Metal props can
sulfer damage due lo small
stones being picked up in the
prop-wash. Figure One shows
the area near the tip of a two-
bladed metal propellor and
vou will note the small ‘dent’
on the leading edge. This may
be enough damage to make the
prop unrepairable when it is
sent for overhaul because there
is insufficient metal left Lo re-
profile the blade to remove the
‘dent’. For this reason (bearing
in mind a new prop may cost
around £6,000 inc VAT) the
use of protective leading edge
prop tape is a good idea.
Available from LAS.

Il your aircraft is fitted with a
wooden prop and especially if
the aircralt is parked outside,
then it is vital to check the
prop bolts torque al the
start of summer-lime, around
May. Wooden props take on
moisture during the end of the

a5

oK

Figure One: Spot the dent in the leading edge, caused by a
stone. This could be enough to make it unrepairable

Figure Two: Beware of ‘smoking' rivets, the grey or black
markings around a rivet head are caused by the loose rivet

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot June/July 2023
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year and ‘dry’ out in the warmer
months. The prop hub expands
and contracts accordingly.
Typical lorque values are in the
order of 10-15 [/Ibs — refer Lo
the prop manufacturer or your
FLLE (Friendly Local Licensed
Engineer).

A'loose wooden propellor
hub can actually catch fire as
aresult of the heal generaled
by the powerful pulses
produced by
the engine —
especially at
high rpm.

Energy cannot

be created

or destroyed

but has to go
somewhere and
when the engine is
running the prop bolts

act as small hammers and the
continuous hammer impact is
converled into heal.

Keeping Lo the subject of
propellors it is well worthwhile
checking the security of
spinner retaining screws. When
vou do this make sure that the
magnetos are OFF and never
stand in line with the propellor
blades. Loss ol a spinner is
pretty dramatic, especially in
{light, Also inspect the spinner
carefully for cracks around
the screw holes and the cut-
outs for the prop blades. On
a similar matter keep a look
out for loose (smoking) rivets.
Figure Two shows the grey/
black signs around the rivet
head which are caused by the
loose rivet moving and forming
aluminium-oxide corrosion.

A long lime ago somebody
said: “oil is much cheaper than
anew engine,” and [ have taken
that to heart. Hours run is not
the real deciding factor here
but rather the effect that the
crankcase breather has on the
oil in the engine. As the engine
temp rises then air passes out
of the crankcase through the
breather (that’s what it is for).
As the engine cools then air
is drawn into the crankcase
through the breather becoming
mixed with the oil forming a
water/oil emulsion. This is not
good news for all the bearing

.co.uk for many
more hints
and tips

surfaces in the engine and will
lead to accelerated wear.
Changing oil and filters at 50
hour intervals is recommended
and may be done in less than
an hour, particularly if the
engine sump is fitted with a
‘quick drain’ valve. If this valve
is not fitted then fitting one will
speed up the operation and
save covering the hanger floor,
and vourself, with oil. LAS
again. Oil will drain
much quicker if the
engine has been

) run for three or
. four minutes

belorehand.
This is also
a good lime Lo
check the brake
{luid level and also
the state of the tyres.
VHF comms may be
checked by a functional check
with a local ATC centre or
another local aircralt. However,
it is recommended that
Transponders are checked by
an avionics lechnician al least
annually since an inaccurale
Transponder could lead to an
infringement — bear in mind the
saying “to err is human — to
forgive is not CAA policy™.

Before taking to the air
this spring it would be well
worthwhile going round the
aircraft with a grease gun
and oil can. Your maintenance
engineer will tell you what
kind of grease and oil lo use.

[ generally use engine oil for
piano hinges, door hinges and
engine controls and grease for
grease-nipples.

If you are not already using
15/50 multigrade oil then
[ recommend discussing
this with your maintenance
engineer. A multigrade oil is
thinner at engine start reducing
internal [riction and then
viscosily increases as engine
lemperalure increases.

Lastly, for this article, if you
don’l have one then fit a simple
€02 detector — it could save
your life!

A full list of what tasks the
owner may undertake may be
found in AMC 1 to Appendix II
to Part ML Great reading! m

TAST

Flugzeuggeratebau

i safety

increase
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Thalkirchner StraBe 62  D-80337 Miinchen
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Fax +49-(0) 89-544 599-70 www.tost.de
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WORDS Martin Jones

GETTING ABETTER
UNDERSTANDING OF
THE AOPA MEMBER

The results are in, here are your - the AOPA member - thoughts
on AOPA and the current General Aviation landscape

FIRSTLY, CAN we say thank
you Lo all of you who took
the lime to complete the
recent membership survey.
We had over 550 responses
which is around a quarter
of the total membership
and gives us a significant
insight into the construct of
the membership and your
thoughts on AOPA and the
GA landscape.

This was the first survey
in a long time and we learnt
some lessons in how Lo do
them which we will embed
into future surveys on more
focussed issues.

Much of the survey was
intended to establish some
basic data on the profile of the
membership and with around
a quarter ol the membership
responding, this is a
slatistically significant sample.

AGE

We suspected we had a larger
proportion of members over
50 and the survey suggested
this is true with 86 % being
over 50. This is not unlike
other similar organisations.
We believe the peak age for
PPL training is around 40-50,
aparl from those intending Lo
go on lo commercial ralings.
So it does show thal we are
not attracting members from
this age range as well as we
could and should this trend not
be changed then the future of
AOPA will be constrained.

LOCATION
By far the largest
concentration of members is

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot June/July 2023

in the South East with large
concenlralions al [or example,
Denham, Fairoaks, Earls Colne,
Redhill and White Waltham.
Almost half the respondents
came [rom jusl eight airfields
and at the remaining 120
airfields there was generally
only one or two respondents
from those airfields. Whilst this
may well be representalive of
where private pilots are based,
it does suggest an untapped
membership base outside the
South East and South.

PILOT PROFILE

It wasn't always as simple as
we had hoped to establish
which licences people had

or were using for their [lying.
For instance, il somebody
ticked ATPL, PPL and Lapsed
does that mean the ATPL is
lapsed or all their licences are
lapsed? And of course, a CPL
does include the privileges

of a PPL so again it takes a
few assumptions to get to a
sensible picture.

The chart shows the numbers
against the highest licence
sclected. Clearly the majority
(65%) are current PPL holders
and around 25% hold a
commercial licence. We have
very few LAPL and NPPL
holders although it not clear
how many PPL holders actually
fly on LAPL privileges as we
did not ask for any medical
details; perhaps one for a
future survey.

Most of the PPL holders
indicated a valid SEP raling
and although around one third
had an MEP rating, around

“Almost 80 %

ol respondents
cither own a
share in an aircrall
or were a sole
owner. This does
highlight a core
sel of members
we need lo focus
inon”

half of them were CPL/

ATPL holders. There were a
significant number ol IMC
(IRR) and Night Rating holders
at around two thirds of the
respondents.

Almost 80% ol respondents
cither own a share in an aircraft
or were a sole owner. This
does highlight a core sel of
members we need to focus in
on and provide quality support
and services to.

Almost a quarter of the
respondents held an instructor
or examiner qualification which
is similar to the membership
dala as a whole. Examiners
tended to be CPL/ATPL
holders but there were a few
at PPL level. Around half of
our CPL/ATPL holders are

Highest Licence Held
MNever, 5%

Lapsed, 6%
_NPPL, 1%
LAPL, 4%
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instructors or examiners.

One of the things we need to
consider going forward, is how
well do we provide services Lo
this group as they are a vilal
resource for General Aviation
as well as in signposting AOPA
to new students.

AOPA INTERACTIONS
Interactions with AOPA tend to
be limited to the magazine and
the website. Around a quarter
ol the respondents have
received individual support
either through the “Ask AOPA”
feature or direcl one-lo-one
support and some of the
comments suggested this was
very useful support especially
at times of difficulty or during
investigations. Both these
activities are resource hungry
and we need to consider

how we can best deliver this
support in the future through
belter resources on the
websile Lo avoid the need Lo
ask questions.

EFFECTIVENESS

Respondents generally
thought that AOPA were
effective across a range of
activities and appreciated

the knowledge that the
organisation has. A small
number indicated some arcas
for improvement in influencing
and value for money. This is
something thal will be taken
forward and increasing the
communications and outcomes
from the influencing agenda
will be one of the areas to

be improved through a new
set of communications and
engagementl sessions.

Some of the [ree lext inpuls
reflected a good level of
salisfaction although that
may nol be too surprising as
the respondents were limited
to current members who
are currently paying their
subscriptions. There were
many comments around “Keep
up the good work” which is
encouraging and alongside
some of the improvements
suggested, will be brought into
the ongoing work around the
AOPA strategy.

MEMBERSHIP CONCERNS &
CONCENTRATION
The GA environment is
not without its threats and
membership concerns reflected
that environment with almost
all categories of concern being
rated at least medium. There
was significant concern around
the loss of airfields, access and
reslrictions on airspace as well
as complex regulation coupled
with CAA regulatory actions.
Airfields also dominated the
text responses and so while
AOPA alone can't fix these
issues it needs to become a
little more forthright in some of
ils aclions.

Respondents suggested
a continued focus on the
influencing agenda. This lakes
considerable effort and can
often appear very slow Lo
make progress as the wheels of
regulatory authorities do move
with glacial pace. There was a
strong push for communicating
items and a continued focus on
individual support.

SUMMARY

This first survey was a useful
exercise and gathered some
good data for us to work on.

It did show a good level of
endorsement for the current
work but also highlighted that
we may not have attracted as
many members in some of the
core areas and this will need Lo
be rectified in the short term.

It also showed that the work of
AOPA is not always understood
and quile as results driven as
members may like. As a result,
the organisation will try and
focus down on a few critical
items and get those delivered
whilst ensuring we engage with
our membership in better and
broader ways.

There will almost certainly be
an annual or bi-annual survey
in the future and this is a great
way the organisation can
understand who its members
are and just as importantly,
members can contribute and
influence the direction of the
organisalion. So please look
oul for the next one and get
your responses in. m

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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DONCASTER COUNCIL

HOPING TO REOPEN

ROBIN HOOD AIRPORT

A planning measure to protect the infrastructure at the airport

means the council believe the airport has a future

MAYORS OF Doncaster and
South Yorkshire as well as
Doncaster MPs have stated
they believe the airport, which
closed in 2022, should be
reopened in a joint statement.

The statemnet reads: “A
considerable amount of work
is ongoing and this update
covers the controlled airspace
at the airport and a planning
measure that has been
approved by City of Doncaster
Council.

“Firstly, The Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) was due to
make a decision very soon
on whether the controlled
airspace around Doncasler
Sheffield Airport (DSA) should

T‘-“-"

Seen as an essential part
 of the infrastructure in

Doncaster
M'

-~
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be removed. This would mean
the future functionalily of an
airport would be detrimentally
alfected and il removed, any
operator would have to secure
its reinstatement.

“Cily ol Doncaster Council
has urged that the consultation
period is extended to allow
further conversations on this
important element and the
CAA has now extended the
consultation until mid-June
with a decision potentially
by the end of July. There is
of course no guarantee the
airspace will be maintained,

given the airport is now closed,

however the council has asked
for any decision to be delayed

following the consultation until
the end of the year Lo allow
negolialions Lo progress.

“We believe that the airport
has a viable future, a [uture
sale / lease is realistic and
that keeping the status of the
airspace around the airport the
same whilst these negotiations
and conversations are ongoing

“City of Doncasler
Council has

urged that the
consullation period
is extended”

. o

The council are hoping to be
able to reopen the airport

is appropriate. The council is
still in detailed negotiations
with Peel on a potential lease.

“Iriday 19 May 2023 ClIr
Nigel Ball approved a new
planning measure which will
help protect and preserve the
infrastructure at DSA. We very
much support this.

“Subject to the ensuing
call-in period for the decision,
the demolition of any
building at the airport will
require planning permission
to be granted permitting it.
The measure, known as an
immediate Article 4 Direction,
allows the council Lo remove
certain rights which would
otherwise be permitted
without needing to apply for
planning permission.

“With an Article 4 Direction
in place, any proposal to
demolish a building at the
airporl — including the lerminal,
control lower and runway —
will need to be assessed via
the full planning process.

“We are pleased that this
step has been taken and we
will collectively continue to
fight for the airport.” m
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OSHKOSH TO ADD
FAMILY-CENTRIC
INFORMATION CENTRE

THE EAA has added a new
Youth Welcome Centre
for this vear’s AirVenture
Oshkosh show (July 24-30).
The centre will serve as “the
guidepost for all aclivilies
aimed at young people”
and is the “latest addition to
the expanding list of youth
aclivities” al the annual event.
The centre will be located at
the Four Corners intersection,
just west of the main ramp
area at Boeing Plaza. It will
be the primary location for

dispensing family-related
information, such as the
locations of restrooms,
ATMs and changing/nursing
stations. According to EAA,
“Several activities at the
centre include an I-100
Super Sabre cockpit photo
op, an RC airplane spolter
activity, and a place to
mark a visitor’s hometown.”
AirVenture visitors will also
[ind information related

to EAA youth-education
programmes that run year-

round at the association
headquarters in Oshkosh.
Paul Maloy, EAA director
of educalion, said, “When
we began welcoming
those 18-and-under at no
charge beginning in 2021,
we immediately noticed an
increase in the number of
families at AirVenture. With
that, we wanted to create
a way Lo help them find all
the available activities on
grounds suitable for various
age groups.” m

BEECHCRAFT'S DENALI TO
GET GARMIN AUTOLAND

TEXTRON ANNOUNCED
it is bringing the Garmin
Emergency Autoland system
to its new clean-sheet
design Beechcraft Denali
single-engine turboprop.
The new feature is being
implemented into the
aircralt’s development

and flight test programme
and will be available as a
standard feature at time of
enlry into service.

The Garmin Emergency
Autoland system is the
world’s first certified system
of its kind. It provides
a means [or the aircraft
to land automatically
in the unlikely event of
pilot incapacitation. A
passenger can aclivate
the Emergency Autoland
system by pressing a
dedicated button in the
cockpit. Once activated, the
system takes control of the
aircralt and informs ATC
of the emergency. It then
calculates a flight path to

Extra safety measures will be implemented into the Denali

the most suilable airport
or runway, while avoiding
Lerrain and adverse weather,
initiates a stabilised
approach and automatically
lands the aircraft and
shutting down the engine.
LLannie O’Bannion, senior
vice president, Sales &
Flight Operations said: “The
feature makes the Denali
even more desirable to a
wider audience as it adds
yel another element of
peace of mind.”

Textron is aligning the
Denali certification liming,
which is expected in 2025,
to the certification timeline

for the new Catalyst engine,

a product of Avio Aero. The
Denali is the first aircraft
powered by the new, more
efficient engine.

Denali's certification
programme features three
flight test articles. The
three flight test aircraft
have surpassed 1,300 flight
hours. m

April/May 2023

AOPA NEWS
HIGHLIGHTS

® The rebate
scheme for pilots
to buy Electronic
Conspicuity (EC)
devices for up

to half price has
been extended
again by the CAA
and DfT. The CAA
has announced
that the scheme
will remain open
until March 2024.

® DeltaHawk has
received FAA
Type Certification
for its jet-fuel
burning aircraft
piston engine. The
DHK180 has an
inverted V-engine
block, with both
turbocharging and
supercharging,
plus mechanical
fuel injection,
liquid cooling,
direct drive.

® An airline
passenger faces
criminal charges
for assaulting a
flight attendant.
Robert Croizat
pleaded guilty to
attacking the cabin
crew because of
a dispute over
choices on the in-
flight menu.

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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BOSE LAUNCH A30

After 13 years, Bose has launched a new aviation headset

BOSE HAS finally announced
a successor to the A20, the
imaginatively titled A30.

The A30 is an entirely new
product, designed to bring
pilots the best combination of
comfort, noise cancellation and
audio clarity of any aviation
headset on the market.

Bose engineers designed
the A30 as a completely new
platform supported by a
modern architecture, inspired
by decades of research and
pilot input. The A30 fealures
reduced clamping force for
comforl, improved clarity
and a new digilal aclive noise
reduction system that enables
three modes of user selectable
noise cancellation for use in
different flight environments —
a first for around-ear headsets.

“When we asked pilots
what improvement was most
important to them, their
overwhelming response was
comforl,” said Matt Ruwe,

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot April/May 2023

a pilot and senior product
manager for Bose. “We took
that seriously and developed
a new balance in the A30 with
noticeably more comfort while
maintaining and enhancing
headsel performance.
The changes amplify the
experience for our core A20
users while appealing to a
broader range of pilots.”

The new A30 is the latest
addition to the Bose line-
up which also includes
the ProFlight Series 2, a
specialised in-ear aviation
headsel designed for jet pilots.

“Nearly 13 vears after its
launch, improving upon the
A20 was no small feat,” said
Hratch Astarjian, manager,
Global Aviation & Military
Sales & Service al Bose.

“Pilots will find everything they

love aboul the A20 and more
in the new A30.”

The new Bose A30 fealures
include reduced clamping

“Ihe A30 passed
a rigorous lesting
process ol more
than 145 separale
lests”

force. The headband now
boasts a 20% reduclion in
clamping force. Additionally,
engineers shifted the headsel’s
centre of gravity to ensure
stability. There is new digital
architecture for improved
audio and noise reduction.
The digital active noise
reduction system provides

full attenuation in even louder
environments compared to the
Bose A20. Incoming signals
are automatically shaped and
equalised for enhanced clarity
and intelligibility, providing
renewed balance and
unmatched audio clarity. There

Catch up
on product

NEWS

every issue
in AOPA

is also a precision-focused
noise cancelling microphone
engineered for aircraft with
“hot mic” or PTT systems, this
feature increases clarity and
reduces background noise
during transmission.

The A30 is also claimed
Lo be very robust. As part
of Bose’s research and
development, the A30 passed
arigorous lesling process
of more than 145 separate
tests to ensure the headset
will successfully endure the
harshest cockpit environments.
These tests included extreme
heat, electricity, explosive
atmosphere testing, extended
wear and many more.

Pilots across GA, business,
and commercial aviation flew
with the headset and provided
feedback that shaped the
final product. The result is
a headset developed and
engineered Lo perform in high-
intensily (light environments. m
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AOPA UK HOSTS EUROPEAN
REGIONAL MEETING

OVER THE weekend of
the 12/13 May 2023 AOPA
UK hosted the European
Regional meeting at our
office in Kemsing. Blighted
by train strikes 20 of our
European colleagues met
the travel challenge and
were able to take part in
wide ranging discussions

on malters affecting GA.
The senior vice president
of the region Dr Michael
Erb chaired the event and
with the use of technology
we had other colleagues
from the USA , Canada and
Turkey joining via Zoom.
Issues discussed included
airspace and infringements,

The members who attended the European Regional Meeting

environmental matters
including the future of
AVGAS 100LL. Jim Coon
from AOPA USA and
Secretary General of IAOPA
was able to update the
delegates on the work of
GAMI as they seek fleet-
wide solutions by 2030. Frank
Hoffman our man in ICAO
HQ gave an overview of
what is happening there, the
main issue being the future
medical requirement for GA
pilots; Jim also plays a major
role in this work. Last but not
least our own Nick Wilcock
gave an FCL update as he

is still representing IAOPA
Europe on licensing malters.
It was a real pleasure Lo hosl
our colleagues in Kemsing
and from the feedback they
were all impressed with the
new AOPA UK HQ. =

JAKE WELLS 1928-2023

[T IS with much sadness
that I am reporting on the
passing of one of our former
directors Jack Wells who
passed away peacelully in
May 2023 having reached
the age of 95 .

Jack went to Hampton
Grammar School and lived
in Pinner for most of his life
with his late wife Cynthia.

In his professional life he
was a senior civil servant
mainly dealing with energy
as well as other Government
departments. He was

also a former assistant
director at the Civil Service
Organisation and a member
ol the Civil Service Flying
Club which was based al
Biggin Hill airport — I use
to joke with Jack about
him being Sir Humphrey
Appleby to which he would
reply: “whoever wrote Yes
Minister had a really good
understanding of the civil
service”.

Jack was a very keen pilot
and became involved with the
campaign Lo prolecl airfields

and together with David
Ogilvy they established the
General Aviation Awareness
Campaign ( latterly Council).
The goal of the GAAC was Lo
reduce the number of airfield
closures and deal with the
related planning issues. Jack
wanted to achieve a fair tax
on {lying and by using his
Civil Service background

he was able to open doors

in Government and initiate
many conversations. Jack had
passion for crickel often
altending lest matches. m

ALL YOUR NEWS ON THE MOVE

CHANGED YOUR EMAIL? Let us know via the AOPA UK website, and
keep up-to-date on all the latest news, opinions, features and more
Update us now at www.aopa.co.uk

AOPA NEWS
HIGHLIGHTS

e Cirrus Aircraft
announced

this week that

it has broken
ground for a new
45,000-square-
foot facility at
Texas' McKinney
National Airport.
The facility is
intended to
provide more
space for aircraft
sales, flight
training, and more.

e |con Aircraft

has entered

the publishing
business with a
couple of books
aimed at helping
those millions of
aviation dreamers
to take the plunge
into a lifelong
vocation.

® Pilatus handed
over its 2,000th
PC-12 single-
engine turboprop
during a ceremony
at the company’s
headquarters in
Switzerland. The
aircraft went to
New Hampshire-
based fractional
aircraft ownership
company
PlaneSense.

April/May 2023  AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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Cate Brancart

We speak to a pioneer who is ensuring aviation is for everyone

Cate Brancart has been
passionate about flying
since she was a small child,
but the GAMA European
Operations and Safety
Manager was soon to
realise that not everyone
was welcomed into the
world of aviation. She plans
on changing that to the
betterment of the industry.

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot Junc/July 2023

How did Aviation4All
(AviAll) begin?

The group first met a few
vears ago and we really
wanted to do something
together. It began with women
only and we were a minorily
in a sector. We were [rom
different backgrounds of
engineers, pilots, leachers,

it's a mix of all. And when we
started brainstorming with
what we wanted to do we
realised it’s not just a ‘women’
problem.

When you go Lo big aviation
events, you'll see a 'women in
aviation' panel with women
only on the stage and also in
the crowd. So, we began Lo
think that if you make it only
about women, il’s a woman
only problem and thal’s when
we looked at diversity and
inclusion. It's not only for
women, it’s for anyone who'’s
a minorily. IU's for anyone
who does not [it the classic
slercolype of people in
aviation.

How did you get the

ball rolling?

The first evenl was January
2022, there had been work

in the background, but this
was the first AviAll having

the whole brand and concepl
ready Lo go. We had an online
webinar about diversity

in aviation. And the whole
thing blew up! The European
Commission reached out and
wanted o be part of the panel
and then companies came Lo
us lelling us the sector needed
it, and companies within
aviation needed it as well.

As volunteers it became
overwhelming, but we got
prelly big and the highlight of
our first year was the Aviation
For Girls event, but it was
open to all kids. We had more
then 130 children from more

than 20 European countries
flying into Brussels. They came
for one day at Euro Control
and we had a day prepped
with a career fayre, we had
presentations with inspiring
speeches, lunch and we handed
oul goodies Lo the kids, it was
really impressive.

That's what we're doing now —
hosting webinars and planning
events.

Are you also working within
the industry?

We are supporling companies
that want to do something,
but don’t know where to start.
I've had discussions with
companies that say: ‘we know
somelhing needs Lo be done,
but we don’t know what to do.
That’s where we can support
and help them with the right
tools, so they can be on the
right path.

Is the movement getting
much support?

We're having people reach out
all the time who want to help
the organisation. We had a
voung professional who came
to us and wanted Lo support
us with our social media, which
is great. We're really trying to
build this community that is
very active.

Although we are for
everyone, we are also
supporting organisations
who are working for a single
minorily. So, il companies
partner with us, they will
have access Lo the complete
umbrella of organisations.

Did you want to be part

of this as a minority in
aviation yourself?

[ started flying very early with
my dad. I'm very lucky as

my dad and [ have the same
passion and he never doubted
that I could fly and was very

supportive of me becoming a
pilot. In fact, both my parents
were very supportive, which
is needed when you want to
become a pilot. I needed that
support. It can take very little
to lose that hope that you can
do it, so a supporl network is
important. Which is how AviAll
has been buill; we know when
and where people need the
support.

[ still fly today and I have my
own aircraft. If I land with my
husband in the aircraft people
will automatically talk to him
as il he’s the pilol — thal’s the
nice approach. I wanted to
sign for my fuel al one aircrall
and they said: ‘women don’t
pay for the fuel’. I've even had
people call their colleagues
over Lo show them thal a
women pilot is signing for the
fuel — that happens every day.

Some people high up in
aviation are unaware of what
this prejudice is when they
are with someone who is a
minorily in the sector, and how
see how differently they are
treated by almost everyone
else.

What's the future

looking like?

[ truly believe that the
avialion industry is capable
of being better. Not only for
inclusion and diversity, but
for sustainability as well. And
[ think it is my generation’s
responsibility to change our
seclor for the beller.

We are that better future
and I think we have to keep
pushing and show the way
forward. It will take many
vears, but we can get there
and AviAll gives me hope that
it's possible.

If you feel you want to help
with Cate’s cause, visit AviAll's
website: aviation4all.org
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CORPORATE FLYING CLUB LIST

CHANNEL ISLANDS

JERSEY AERO CLUB

Jersey Airport,

L'’Avenue de la Reine
Elizabeth II, St Peter, JE3 7BP
T: 01534 743990

E: info@jerseyaeroclub.com
W: jerseyaeroclub.com
Types:

1 x Tecnam P2008

1 x PA28

1xC152

ENGLAND

WEST LONDON AERO CLUB
White Waltham Airfield,
Maidenhead, SL6 3N]J

T: 01628 823272

E: ops@wlac.co.uk

W: wlac.co.uk

White Waltham is home of

the West London Aero Club
(WLAC) and is one of the oldest
airfields in the country, set

on the edge of a picturesque
estate in beautiful countryside.
If you are interested in learning
to fly this is the place. The club
has plenty of parking and a
wonderful atmosphere, with its
friendly and historic clubhouse,
a wide choice of aircraft and
enthusiastic instructors.
Types:

11 x PA28-161

1 x PA28-181

2 x PA28R

2 X PA18-150

&Denham Aerodrome

BICKERTON'S AERODROMES LTD
Denham Aerodrome, Tilehouse
Lane, Uxbridge, UB9 5DF

T: 01895 832161

E: operations@thepilot
centre.co.uk

W: thepilotcentre.co.uk

Flying has been taking place at
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the site of Denham Aerodrome
since the early 1900s. It has
been operated by Bickerton's
Aerodromes Ltd since the
1930s and was licensed by the
CAAIn 1938.

LAPWING FLYING GROUP
Denham Aerodrome, Tilehouse
Lane, Uxbridge, UB9 5DF

T: 01895 833880

E: MartinBowley@hotmail.com
W: lapwingflyinggroup.co.uk
First formed in 1965, Lapwing
is a small group of very friendly,
informal, dedicated aviators
who come from a wide range of
backgrounds. Experience levels
range from airline pilot to basic
student, but we all love flying.
Types:

1 x Piper PA-28-151

NS

THE PILOT CENTRE LIMITED
Denham Aerodrome,
Tilehouse Lane,

Uxbridge, UB9 5DF

T: 01895 833838

E: operations@thepilot
centre.co.uk

W: thepilotcentre.co.uk

A friendly flying club with an
up-to-date fleet at reasonable
prices. Courses: LAPL(A),
PPL(A), Night rating, IR(R),
FI(A), Night Derestriction, FI(A)
Applied Instrument Instruction,
Tailwheel, Flying Companions
course, PPL Ground School.
Discount on full membership
for AOPA members.
Instructors: FI x 7, LAPL x 4.
PPL ground school.

Types:

9 x Cessna 152

2 x Cessna 172

1 x Cessna 182RG

1 x Citabria

5 x Piper PA-28

/

(W Aero club

CAMBRIDGE AERO CLUB

Gate D, Cambridge Airport,
Newmarket Road,
Cambridge, CB5 8RX
T:01223 373717

E: enquiries@
cambridgeaeroclub.com

W: cambridgeaeroclub.com
Cambridge Aero Club has
been training pilots since 1929
and our ethos hasn't changed
- we believe in striving for
excellence! Cambridge Aero
Club is an approved training
organisation, meaning all
aspects of training and safety
are continually monitored
and audited by the industry
regulator, the Civil Aviation
Authority. Cambridge Aero
Club now has a flight training
base at historic Duxford
airfield. Please contact us for
details or see our website.
Courses: PPL, LAPL, Night,
IMC, CBIR, Differences training,
Tailwheel, Aerobatic Rating.
Types:

3 x Cessna 152

3 x Cessna 172

1 x Extra EA200

1 x Cessna 182

@

CAMBRIDGE FLYING GROUP
Cambridge Airport,
Newmarket Road,

Cambridge, CB5 8RX

T: 01763 264262

E: info@cambridgeflyinggroup.
co.uk

W: cambridgeflyinggroup.co.uk
The Cambridge Flying Group
offers a rare opportunity to
anyone, whether experienced
or just starting, to enjoy classic
flying in a way that few can. It
has built a remarkable hands-
on approach that has grown
from its roots as a voluntary
organisation.

For those interested in seeking

out the real spirit of flying, and
wanting to tackle the challenge
of flying vintage aviation

icons, joining the Cambridge
Flying Group gives access to a
unigue community of aviators
and aircraft. Much more

than a school, members

have unparalleled access to
the Group's aircraft and the
extraordinary experience and
knowledge of the members.
Types:

2 x DH82A Tiger Moth

1 x Fuji FA 200

2 Bodmin Airield

CORNWALL FLYING CLUB
Bodmin Airfield, Cardinham,
Bodmin, PL30 4BU

T:01208 821419

E: bodminairfield@gmail.com
W: bodminairfield.com

We are open for experience
flights, PPL and LAPL. Our
mission is to promote the
interests of GA throughout
Devon and Cornwall, and to
provide a safe, friendly and
stimulating environment for
members and visitors alike.
Pop in and see us; you're
guaranteed a warm reception.
Types:

1 x Cessna 152

1T xRV-12

-

PERRANPORTH FLYING CLUB LTD
Higher Trevellas, St Agnes, TR5
0XS

T: 01872 552266

E: perranporthflying
club@live.co.uk

W: perranporthflying
club.co.uk

We are a UK CAA DTO offering
Part-FCL ICAO-compliant PPL,
night- and IMC-rating training
and aircraft hire. We also offer
microlight training/hire.
Types:
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lkarus C42
Piper PA-28 Archer
P&M GT-450 flex-wing

CARLISLE FLIGHT TRAINING &
CARLISLE AERO CLUB

Hangar 30, Carlisle Airport,
CAG ANW

T:01228 573344

Mob: 07834 559560

E: info@carlisle-flight-
training.com

W: carlisle-flight-training.com
Types:

1 x Piper PA-28 Archer

1 x Piper PA-28 Warrior

2 x Robin HR200-1208B

[—
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DEVON & SOMERSET

FLIGHT TRAINING LTD
Dunkeswell Aerodrome,
Honiton, EX14 4L.G

T: 01404 891643

E: info@dsft.co.uk

W: dsft.co.uk

Courses offered include PPL,
LAPL, IR(R), Night, FIC, Touring
Motor Glider (TMG) Rating,
Tailwheel, AOPA Aerobatic and
Radio Navigation, Farm Strip
Flying. ATO Approved.

Types:

4 x Cessna 152

1 x Cessna 152 Aerobat

2 x Cessna 172

1 x Citabria

1 x Piper PA-28 Warrior

|

SW AEROBATICS

1 Home Farm Cottages
Rousdon, Lime Regis, DT7 3XT
E: andy@sw-aerobatics.co.uk
W: www.sw-aerobatics.co.uk
Types:

Super Decathlon No : 1

ANDREWSFIELD AVIATION LTD
Andrewsfield, Stebbing,

Dunmow, CM6 3TH

T. 01371 856744

E: info@andrewsfield.com

W: andrewsfield.com
Andrewsfield Aviation offer all
the facilities needed to pursue
this exciting activity, with a
friendly team of staff and first
rate instructors. So If you want
a Private Pilots Licence (PPL)
or Commercial Pilots Licence
(CPL) look no further. As a
licensed airfield, we are able to
teach the disciplines necessary
for use at a busy airport or
private airfield as well as for
visiting smaller strips. We also
have links with Cambridge
and Southend for instrument
training, essential for learning
to fly in all weather conditions.
We offer a wide range of
different courses from Trial
Lessons to Flight Instructor
ratings and CPL Training, as
well as the Advanced PPL,
Formation Flying, Aerobatics
and the Short Strip Course.
Allso on offer is a unique FEAR
2 FLIGHT seminar. Check our
website for more details.
Types:

1 x Beechcraft B76 Duchess

6 x Cessna 152

1 x Cessna 172

1 x Piper Cub

1 x Piper PA-28 Warrior

1 x Piper PA-28R Arrow

ANGLIAN FLIGHT CENTRES
Earls Colne Airfield, Colchester,
CO6 2NS

T: 01787 223676

E: enquiries@flyafc.co.uk

W: anglianflightcentres.co.uk
Situated in the heart of
picturesque Essex, Anglian
Flight Centres has a team of
dedicated and supportive
instructors and ground crew.
A Licensed airfield, 7 days/
week, with Tarmac and Grass
runways. We have a large fleet
of aircraft and offer NPPL, PPL,
Night and IR(R) and Aerobatic
training. For those non-flying
days we have a superb 3

screen simulator for VFR navex
and IMC Training. We also run
Formation Flying, Advanced
PPL, Strip Flying, Taildragger
and Infringement Awareness
Training. All these ratings and
courses help towards gaining
your AOPA Wings Awards.
Home of Anglian Warbirds.
Types:

1 x Cessna 172 (EFIS)

1 x Harvard AT6 IIA

1 x Robin Alpha A120 T

4 x Robin HR200

1 x Slingsby T-67M-260 Firefly

- =
NORTH - WEALD
— Hipht Training —

NORTH WEALD FLIGHT
TRAINING LIMITED

Hangar 2 apron, North Weald
Airfield, CM16 6HR

E: enquiries@nwft.co.uk

W: northwealdflight
training.co.uk North Weald
Flight Training is a leading
provider of flight training in the
South East of England and has
an enviable reputation for our
airfield facilities, aircraft fleet
and experienced instructional
staff that all go to help our
many students realise their
dream of flying an aircraft.
Types:

7 x Cessna 152

5x Cessna 172

4 x Piper PA-28

-

SEAWING
AL Ll
SEAWING FLYING CLUB LTD.
Southend Airport,
Southend-on-Sea, SS2 6YF
T: 01702 545420
E: info@seawingfc.co.uk
W: seawingfc.co.uk
Seawing Flying Club has now
been operating from London
Southend Airport for in excess
of 40 years. We are the only
members-owned flying club
at the airport which enables
us to offer a fun, friendly and
sociable environment in which
we provide professional and
effective flight training. Seawing
Flying Club also has a history of
training pilots who have gone

on to fly for the Royal Air Force
and various airlines worldwide.
Types:

2 x Cessna 152

1 x Cessna 172R

o Stapleford flight centre

STAPLEFORD FLIGHT CENTRE
Stapleford Airfield,

Romford, RM4 1S

T: 01708 688380

E: reception@flysfc.com

W: flysfc.com

Stapleford Flight Centre has
been training private and
commercial airline pilots for
over 45 years. Many of our
students have gone on to
enjoy a lifetime of ‘fun-in-the-
sky and others have become
flight instructors.

Types:

15 x Cessna 152

1 x Cessna 172

2 x Diamond DA40D

1 x Diamond DA4QD (Sim)

3 x Diamond DA42

1 x Diamond DA42 (Sim)

8 x Piper PA-28

3 x Piper PA-28R

2 x PA34

ﬂa THE TIGER CLUE

THE TIGER CLUB (1990) LTD
Damyns Hall, Aveley Road,
Upminster, RM14 2TN
T:01708 524633

E: info@tigerclub.co.uk

W: tigerclub.co.uk

The Tiger Club was founded
in 1957 with the aim of
encouraging all aspects of
sport flying. It offers pilots
from all over the world the
opportunity to experience
flying vintage aircraft - as well
as aerobatics and formation
flying.

Types:

2 x de Havilland Tiger Moth

1 x Mudry CAP 10C

2 x Piper PA-18-90 Super Cub
4 x Rollason D31 Turbulent

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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COTSWOLD AERO CLUB
Aviation House SE2,
Gloucestershire Airport,
Cheltenham, GL51 6SP

T: 01452 713924

E: info@cotswoldaero
club.com

W: cotswoldaeroclub.com
Based in the heart of the
Cotswolds with easy access
from Cheltenham, Gloucester,
Bristol, Bath, Swindon and
Worcester, Cotswold Aero Club
is one of the oldest flying clubs
in the UK. It has a professional
yet relaxed attitude for flying
and learning to fly and offers
training for NPPL, LAPL, PPL
and associated ratings.
Types:

1 x Piper PA-28R 200

2 x Robin DR400

1 x Robin R2112

,ulm
LTy

LYNEHAM FLYING CLUB

The Control Tower, Cotswold
(Kemble) Airport, GL7 6BA

E: enquiries@lyneham
aviation.co.uk

W: lynehamaviation.co.uk
Membership restricted

to military/government
employees only and offers
PPL, NPPL, Complex, Night,
IR(R), Ground Examinations,
Aerobatics and Formation.

We provide great value flying
training to all regular and
reserve service personnel from
all 3 services, their dependants
and MOD civilians.

Types:

2 x Piper PA-28 Warrior ||

1 x Piper PA-28 Arrow

1 x Scottish Aviation Bulldog

9 STAVERTON
FLYING SCHOOL
Shogpeih

STAVERTON FLYING SCHOOL
@Sky Park Ltd.

Hangar SE50, Gloucestershire
Airport, Cheltenham, GL51 6SR
E: info@stavertonflyingschool.
co.uk

W: stavertonflyingschool.co.uk

here's no better feeling than

piloting

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot June/July 2023

our own aircraft

Training aspiring pilots to fly.
Welcome to Staverton Flying
Schooll If you're interested in
learning to fly, extending

your existing qualifications or
you just want to get back into
flying after a break then you've
come to the right place.
Types:

3 x Cessna C172 Utility

_W_
-_—
EURO FLIGHT TRAINING LTD
Fareham Innovation
Centre, Merlin House, 4
Meteor Way, Lee-on-Solent,
PO13 9FU
T: 01329 888091
E: info@euroflight
training.com
W: euroflighttraining.com
We operate modern glass
cockpit aircraft and multi-
and single-engine FNPT2
simulators at Lee-on-the-
Solent. We offer LAPL, PPL,
CPL, single- and multi-engine
IR, MEP and SEP. Approved by

UK and EASA.

Types:

1 x Cirrus SR20

1 x Diamond DA40 & Sim
1 x Diamond DA42 & Sim
1 x Fuji FA200

1 x Diamond DA40

1 x Diamond DA42

! Popham Alrfisld

THE SPITFIRE FLYING CLUB
Popham Airfield, Micheldever,
Winchester, SO21 3BD
T:01256 397733

E: pophamairfield@
btconnect.com

W: popham-airfield.co.uk

Tie downs and overnight
camping available, low landing
fees, fuel available 24/7.

|
b
FLIGHT TRAINING LONDON
Elstree Aerodrome, Elstree,
WD6 3AW
T:0203 0053 276/ 07787
445537
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E: info@flighttraininglondon.
co.uk

W: flighttraininglondon.co.uk
Vibrant, EASA approved,
professional and flexible flight
training school, with friendly,
helpful staff, a convenient
location in North London,
well maintained, high quality
aircraft, great members events
and open 7 days a week.
Types:

3 x PA28 Warrior

2 x PA28 Archer

3 x Cessna 152

1 x Cessna 150 Aerobat

1 x Cessna 150

FLYERS FLYING SCHOOL
Elstree Aerodrome, Hoggs
Lane, Elstree, WD6 3AL

T: 0207 267 9049/07810
597273

E: info@flyersflying
school.co.uk

W: flyersflyingschool.co.uk
We welcome anyone who
would like to learn to fly and
gain a PPL Licence. In addition
we support owners with our
aircraft management package,
and hirers who just want to
enjoy the fruits of all their
labours having gained licences
and ratings. The school has
aircraft available for hiring
and training purposes. Based
at Elstree aerodrome, we are
superbly placed to serve the
north and west London area.
We now offer Flight Instructor
Courses.

Types:

1 x Cirrus SR20

3 x Piper PA-28

1 x Piper PA-28 Glass Cockpit

SANDOWN AIRFIELD LTD
Isle Of Wight Airport Tower,
Scotchells Brook Lane,
Sandown, Isle Of Wight,
PO36 QJP

T: 01983 716926

E: manager@eghn.org.uk

W: eghn.org.uk

EGHN Sandown is one of the
most popular destination
airfields in the UK.

AEROBATICS
NORTHWEST AEROBATICS
LIMITED

15 Stancliffe Drive, Swinton,
Manchester, M27 4FU
T:01617 102290

E: info@northwestaerobatics.
co.uk

W: northwestaerobatics.co.uk
We are a friendly advanced
flying school offering aerobatic
instruction for the Aerobatic
Rating and AOPA Certificates
in our Extra 200 and Christen
Eagle aircraft and tailwheel
differences training in our
Citabria 7GCAA. We also
provide

SEP revalidation/renewal,
formation flying training,
farm strip courses, PPL stall/
spin awareness training and
aerobatic

instructor courses. We can
provide training in your own
aircraft if required.

The Citabria and Extra are
available for private hire

to suitably qualified and
experienced pilots.

We also provide AUPRT and
AUPRT instructor courses in
conjunction with our partner
school Ravenair at Liverpool.
Types:

1 x Extra 200

1 x Citagria 7GCAA

1 x Christen Eagle |l

@? Southport & Merseyside
2 Aero Club fonded 1951
SOUTHPORT & MERSEYSIDE
AERO CLUB

Room 2, M8 Shipwright House,
Queens Dock Commercial
Centre, 67 Norfolk Street,
Liverpool, L1 0BG

T: 07944 705852

E: secretary@smac.org.uk
W: smac.org.uk

The Club has a number of
Flying Instructors among

its members. Our Flying
Instructors' role is mainly
refresher training for
members, at both PPL level,
and for the IR® (former IMC)
and Night Ratings.

Types:

1 x Cessna 172

WESTAIR FLYING SCHOOL LTD
Blackpool Airport, FY4 2QS

T: 01253 342660

E: school@westair.uk.com

W: westair.uk.com

Westair Flying Services have
been operating in Blackpool
for over 80 years and have
extensive experience in all
aspects of aviation.

Westair Flying School has
trained hundreds of people to
fly, including many who have
gone on to fly commercially.
The courses on offer include
CPL, PPL, LAPL, NPPL, FI ®,
IR®, Night Rating and Multi
Engine training and renewals
at an affordable price with
quality instruction.

We offer a range of Trial Flying
lessons and Half Day Flying
Experience which are ideal
for those eager to commence
their flying careers or as
memorable gifts for family,
friends and work colleagues.
Our Engineering Department
provides high quality
maintenance at our Blackpool
Airport and Barton City Airport
facilities, with experienced
engineers that have combined
man-hours totalling more than
170 years!

We can also offer bespoke
Corporate Aviation Solutions,
tailor-made to suit you, as well
as assisting with aircraft sales
and hangarage.

Types:

Boeing 737 (Sim)

Cessna 150H

Cessna 152

Cessna 1725

Cessna F172P

Diamond DA40 & DA42

Piper PA-28 Warrior Il

LEICESTERSHIRE AERO CLUB
Leicester Airport,

Leicester, LE2 2FG

T: 0116 259 2360

E: info@leicesterairport.com

W: leicesterairport.com
Leicestershire Aero Club offers
flying lessons, training for a
PPL as well as a range of flying
experiences and a whole lot
more. We operate at Leicester
Airport and we've been at the
centre of the Leicestershire
flying community since 1909.
Types:

2 x Cessna 152

1 x Cessna 152 Aerobat

1x Cessna 172

1 x Piper PA-28-161

1 x Super Decathlon

{0

FLYING - CLUB

THE POM FLYING CLUB LTD
The Terminal, Humberside
Airport, Ulceby, DN39 6YH
T: 07985 753336

07711 438999

E: info@gbpom.co.uk

W: gbpom.co.uk

T: 07985 753336

We train for PPL/LAPL/IMC and
night ratings.

Types:

2 x PA-28-161 Warrior Il

o e S
WADDINGTON FLYING SCHOOL
¢/o Station Central Registry
RAF Waddington, Lincoln, LN5
9NB

T: 07947 758852

E: wfsmanager99@gmail.com
W: waddingtonflyingclub.com

WICKENBY AERODROME LLP
The Old Control Tower,
Wickenby Airfield,

Lincoln, LN3 5AX

T: 01673 885000

E: info@wickenbyairfield.com
W: wickenbyairfield.com

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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Clubhouse facilities. Jet A1
Bowser. 24-hour self-service
fuel pump Avgas. Hangarage
available. Flying school.

OLD BUCKENHAM AERO CLUB
Old Buckenham Airfield, Old
Buckenham, NR17 1PU

E: info@flyingmadeeasy.co.uk
W: oldbuckaeroclub.co.uk

T: 01953 860806

A different type of flying school.
Our instructors have a wealth
of experience and are ready to
help you gain your licence or
extend your skills.

Types:

1 x Cessna 172

1 x Extra 200

1 x Cessna 172

PREMIER
Flight Training [.td

PREMIER FLIGHT TRAINING
Liberator Road, Norwich
Airport, Norwich NR6 6EU

E: flying@premierflighttraining.
co.uk

W: premierflighttraining.co.uk
Premier Flight Training Ltd is
the only CAA Approved Flight
Training Organisation in East
Anglia. Being based at Norwich
International Airport allows us
to take full advantage of their
1800 metre tarmac runway, full
night, instrument and air traffic
facilities, so you will be learning
in a 'commercial environment'
from day one. Our aim is

to provide top quality pilot
training at a reasonable cost
for all who are interested

in flying, whether that is a
simulator experience, a trial
lesson where you can take
control under the watchful eye
of our first class instructors, a
private pilot's licence or to take
those first training steps of
your professional pilot career.
We also run a number of
advanced courses for existing
licence holders, including
renewals and revalidation.
Types:

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot June/July 2023

4 x PA28 Warrior
1 x PA28 Archer
1 x PA34 Senace

/l

SYWELL AERODROME

Hall Farm, Sywell, Northampton
NN6 0BN

T: 01604 801620

E: info@sywellaerodrome.co.uk
W: sywellaerodrome.co.uk
Sywell Aerodrome owns

and operates an airfield in
Northamptonshire. It is an
historic site and is regarded as
one of the best GA (General
Aviation) airfields in the UK,
confirmed by a recent award
for "The Best GA Aerodrome

in the UK for 2019". Sywell
Aerodrome provides facilities
for pilot flight training, business
corporate charter, aircraft
maintenance and leisure
flights. Sywell is also the home
to The Blades and Air Leasing.
There is a 59-bedroom hotel
on site with Bar & Restaurant
and Conference Facilities which
can cater up to 500.

Types:

3 X XAT3

1x Cessna 172

1 x Cheiftan

— i —d
Skytrain

ALH SKYTRAIN

Gamston Airport, Dover
Bottom, Retford, DN22 0QL
T:07802 221373

E: tony@skytrain.f9.co.uk
W: alhskytrainft.com
Types:

2 x C152/150

SHEFFIELD AERO CLUB
Netherthorpe Aerodrome,
Worksop, S80 3JQ

T:01909 475233

E: info@sheffieldaeroclub.net
W: sheffieldaeroclub.net
Sheffield Aero Club at
Netherthorpe near to Worksop

is probably the longest
established flying training
school and airfield in South
Yorkshire and the only local
club with their own airfield.
The friendly, experienced
instructors and staff are on
hand to help you achieve your
dreams, from that one-off gift
to a full private pilot's licence
and beyond. We offer Flying
Experience Packages, pilot
training and IMC training,
aircraft hire, aerobatic training
and experience flights and
more.

Types:

1 x PA28

3 x Cessna 152

0D FLYING CLUB]
part - Tolerton

Tollerk

SHERWOOD FLYING CLUB
Nottingham Airport, Tollerton
Lane, Tollerton, Nottingham
NG12 4GA

T:01159811402

E: office@sherwoodflyingclub.
co.uk

W: sherwoodflyingclub.co.uk
The Sherwood Flying Club is
first and foremost, a club which
is run for the members, by the
members. We strive to keep
our overheads low and this
allows us to keep the cost of
flying down, an all-important
consideration in these days of
rising prices.

Types:

2 x PA28 Warrior

1 x PA28 Archer

1xGrob 115

AVALANCHE

AVIATION LIMITED
AVALANCHE AVIATION LIMITED
Lower Grounds Farm, Sherlowe
Lane, Telford, TF6 6LT
T: 07768 333030
E: sales@avalancheaviation.
com
W: avalancheaviation.com
We offer AOPA Aerobatic
Certificate training up to
Intermediate level. In addition,
we can provide coaching and
advice for any pilot wishing

to compete in the BAeA
competitions. Our Slingsby Firelfy
is also available for hire.

Types:

1 x Slingsby Firefly T67M Mkl

S, AIRBORNE

AIRBORNE SERVICES LTD
Henstridge Airfield, The Marsh,
Templecombe, BA8 OTN
T:01963 365728

E: mail@yakovlevs.com

W: yakovlevs.com

Airborne Services is a UK
General Aviation company,
incorporating world renowned
six-ship close formation
aerobatic team The Yakovlevs.
In addition to its display team,
Airborne Services offers flight
training courses for PPL,
aerobatics & formation, is an
aircraft parts and avionics
supplier, and provides GA
consultancy services.

Types:

5 X Yakovlev Yak-50

3 x Yakovlev Yak-52

(lj;(-;'l'()i-iilll\"

AEROBILITY

Disabled Flying Charity,
Blackbushe Airport, GU17 9LQ
T: 0303 303 1230

E: frontdesk@aerobility.com
W: aerobility.com

Aerobility provides anyone with
any disability, whatever the
impairment, the opportunity to
learn to fly and participate in
aviation-based activities. Flight
training in the charity's Piper
PA28s and Tecnam P2002 is
available at the Blackbushe
Airport HQ and Tatenhill
Airfield, with support and
advice available to all aspiring
disabled aviators.

Types:

1 x PA28 Warrior

1 x PA28 Archer

1 x Tecnam P2202-JF

1 x PA32 Cherokee Six




Are you due
for an Instructor
Refresher Seminar?

You may attend a refresher seminar at any time during
the validity of your Fl or CRI certificate. The AOPA Instructor
Seminar is also open to aspiring flight instructors

30/31 May 2023 - 5/6 September 2023 - 21/22 November 2023
To be held at the AOPA HQ in Sevenoaks
The cost for two full days seminar for non-members is £325
AOPA members benefit

+ New/current rules/regulations, with emphasis on knowledge of UK-part FCL -
* Teaching and learning + Instructional techniques * The role of the instructor -
* National regulations + Flight safety, incident and accident prevention -

* Teaching instrument flying « Legal aspects and enforcement procedures -
* Navigational skills, new/current radio navigation aids « Airmanship -

+ Weather related topics, methods of distribution «+ Human factors -

+ Additional topics selected by the competent authority *

@)—

For further details contact the AOPA office on 020 7834 5631 or email mandy@aopa.co.uk.
You can also register for the seminar online at www.aopa.co.uk
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blackbushe
aviation

BLACKBUSHE AVIATION LTD
Blackbushe Airport,
Camberley,

Surrey

GU179LB

T.01273 877727

E: info@blackbushe
aviation.com

W: blackbusheaviation.com
A thriving flying school and
club with an exciting growth
plan.

We have ATO status for PPL,
CPL and Fl courses and are
approved to conduct IR and
multi-engine training.
Types:

2 x Cessna 152

1 x Cessna 152 Aerobat

1 x CZAW PS28 Cruiser

1 x Piper PA-28 Archer

1 x Piper PA-28 Warrior

1 x Piper PA-34 Senaca 200
1 x Socata TB20

1xTB20

Cubair

Frigar TRAINING

CUBAIR FLIGHT TRAINING LTD
The Old Squash Court,
Redhill Aerodrome, RH1 5JY
T. 01737 822124

E: ops@cubair.co.uk

W: cubair.co.uk

Cubair Flight Training is a long
established, not for profit
organisation with the aim of
promoting leisure aviation.
We are a friendly flying school
specialising in flying training
for the Private Pilots Licence,
associated ratings and tail
wheel training.

As we are not driven by the
need for profit we are able

to offer an individual service
to our students with time to
complete proper pre and
post flight briefings and for
our instructors to attend to

a student's particular needs.
We have a dedicated team

of instructors many many of
whom come from an airline
or corporate jet background,
others are experienced
general aviation pilots.

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot June/July 2023

Types:

3 x Katana DA20-A1

x Katana DA20-C1

x Piper Super Cub

x Piper Warrior

x Diamond Star DA40 NG
x Slingsby T67M

—
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REDHILL AVIATION

FLIGHT CENTRE

Redhill Aerodrome, RH1 5JY
T: 01737 822959

E: redhillaviation@aol.com
W: redhillaviation.co.uk

We are based at Redhill
Aerodrome in the beautiful
Surrey countryside. Redhill
Aerodrome is one of the
oldest purpose-built airfields
in the country. Itis a licensed
airfield with six grass runways
(plus two tarmac runways for
winter use) and full Air Traffic
Control. It is open 0900 to
1700 during winter months
and 0900 to 1900 during the
summer, extensions can also
be arranged.

Types:

1 x Beech 76 Duchess

6 x Cessna 152

2 x Cessna 152 Aerobat

1 x Piper PA-28-181 Archer

1 x Piper PA-28R-200 Arrow
1 x PA28-161 Warrior

1 x Piper PA-34-220T Seneca

FPT

FLIGHT PERFORMANCE
TRAINING LTD

Hangar 7, Brighton City Airport,
Shoreham, BN43 5FF

T: 01273 569111

E: ops@fptuk.com

W: fptuk.com

The leading cause of fatalities
in commercial aviation is

Loss of Control In Flight. We
specialise in Upset Prevention
and Recovery Training (UPRT)
and take a holistic approach
that incorporates theoretical
training. We also offer SEP
renewals, aerobatic ratings,
PPL training and Fl courses.

Types:
2 X PA-28
2 x Slingsby T67M Firefly

i

GOODWOOD FLYING SCHOOL
Goodwood Aerodrome,
Chichester, PO18 OPH

T: 01243 755066

E: flyingschool@
goodwood.com

W: goodwood.co.uk/flying/
flying-school.com

Goodwood Flying School has
been operating for over 50
years from one of the nicest
grass aerodromes in the UK.
We offer training for the PPL,
LAPL, and FI(A) as well as flight
experiences in all our aircraft
Types:

4 x Cessna 172SP (G1000)

1 x Piper L21B Super Cub

1x 1943 Harvard AT-16

%

PHOENIX FLYING

17 Cricketers Close, Ashington
Pulborough RH20 3J)Q

T: 07711 136505

E: phoenixflying@btinternet.
com

Operating since 1999 at
Shoreham, Phoenix Flying

is a small specialised school
of instruction, offering high
quality advanced general
aviation training including
aerobatics, formation flying,
tail wheel and farm strip
checkouts, as well as refresher
training and Examiner services
for both PPL and IMC rating
renewals and revalidations.
Access to a large range of
suitable aircraft across a
number of airfields in the
South of England. Training
can also be conducted, where
appropriate, in' own aircraft
subject to full compliance.

Shoreham Aviation
Flight Centre

e
SHOREHAM AVIATION
FLIGHT CENTRE

Main Terminal, Cecil Pashley

Way. BN43 5FF

T:01273 440852

E: fly@shorehamaviation.co.uk
W: .shorehamaviation.co.uk
Shoreham Aviation Flight
Centre is a satellite of Redhill
Aviation Flight Centre. We are
friendly flying club and school
based at Brighton City Airport
in Shoreham, Sussex. We

are part of Redhill Aviation's
UK CAA ATO which allows us
to offer training from LAPL
and PPL all the way up to
Commercial licences, Multi-
Engine and Flight Instructor
ratings as well as private hire
to all our members.

Types:

2 x Cessna 152

Cessna 152 Aerobat

Piper PA28-161

Piper PA28-161

ULTIMATE HIGH ACADEMY
Goodwood Aerodrome,
Chichester, PO18 OPH
T:01243 913916

E: info@ultimatehigh.co.uk
W: ultimatehigh.co.uk

We offer all AOPA Aerobatic
courses with experienced
ex-military instructors
with hundreds of hours of
aerobatics experience.
Types:

1 x Extra 300L

3 x Slingsby T67 Firefly

Coventry Aeroplane Chub)

COVENTRY FLYING SCHOOL LTD
Rowley Road, Baginton,
Coventry, CV3 4FR

T: 02476 301428

E: operations@covaero.com

W: covaero.com

We offer a range of licence and
rating types from the EASA
PPL to the LAPL and the AOPA
Flying Companions Course.
Once you've got your licence,
you can add to it with night or
IMC/IR(R) ratings, which allow
you to fly in some of our more-
challenging British weather.
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Types:
2 x Piper PA-28 161 Warrior lll

On-Track/

Aviation Limited

ON-TRACK AVIATION LTD

Unit 2, Lowes Lane Business
Park, Walton Rd, Wellesbourne,
CV359RB

T.: 01789 842777

E: info@ontrackaviation.com

W: ontrackaviation.com

We specialise in part and Full-
time Instructor and Examiner
Courses on both land and
seaplanes. In addition, we

can offer FM Conversions/
Renewals/BFRs. Our expertise
is second to none and we have
a reputation within the aviation
industry for delivering.

Types:

4 x Cessna 152

1 x Cessna 172

1 x Cessna 172 Amphibian

1 x Diamond DA42

1 x Piper Cub

5 x Piper PA28

1 x Robin 2160

SOUTH WARKS FLYING SCHOOL
Loxley Lane, Wellesbourne,
CV359EU

T: 01789 840094

E: ops@south
warwickshireflyingschool.com
W: southwarwickshire
flyingschool.com

Whether your interest is in
being a Private Pilot or an
Airline Transport Pilot, our
training will be of invaluable
assistance in helping you reach
your goal. The Clubhouse has
a lounge with cold drinks and
a coffee bar. We offer flying
training at all levels from an
EASA Private Pilots Licence
(Aeroplanes) to Instrument
Rating (Restricted /Instrument
Metrological Conditions
Rating, Night Rating & Radio
Telephony Operators Licence,
all on either a full or part-time
basis. The Schools location is
ideal for flight training - just
open flat farmland over which
to practice your manoeuvres.

Time and money are saved
by not having to wait at the
runway because of commercial
traffic. The informal, yet
professional, and friendly
atmosphere enjoyed by our
students enables them to
learn much faster.

Types:

4 x Cessna 152

x Cessna 172

x Cessna 177RG Cardinal
x Frasca 101G Flight Sim
x Piper PA-28 Warrior

x Piper PA-28R Arrow

—
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SHERBURN AERO CLUB LTD
Lennerton Lane, Sherburn-in-
Elmet, Leeds, LS25 6JE
T: 01977 682674
E: flightdesk@
sherburnaeroclub.com
W: sherburnaeroclub.com
Being a flying club and a
flight training school we are
well-positioned to cater to our
members, their friends and

families before, during and
after they become a qualified
pilot. Our aim is to give all

of our members a fun social
environment whilst providing
the opportunity to continue
to build on their experience
and expand their horizons.
Whether you are taking to the
skies for an experience flight;
starting your flying career;
have your own aircraft and
are looking for hangarage,
servicing or repairs; buying

a new aircraft, looking for
aviation equipment or gifts

or just looking to enjoy some
refreshments from our
restaurant and bar and watch
the aircraft, Sherburn has it all
to offer.

Types:

1 x Aero AT-3

3 x Piper PA-28 Cadet

3 x Piper PA-28 Warrior

1 x Robin 2160

There are plenty of aircraft to

learn to fly in, but you can't
really go wrong with the old

trustworthy Cessna

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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WILTSHIRE

BUSTARD FLYING CLUB

MoD Boscombe Down,
Amesbury, SP4 0JF

T: 07982 075922

E: cirvine358@outlook.com
W: bustardflyingclub.co.uk
The Bustard Flying Club exists
to stimulate air-mindedness
and to encourage a practical
interest in and knowledge of
flying among the staff at MoD
Boscombe Down and other
eligible personnel linked to the
MoD and QinetiQ. The Club
aircraft are available for hire
by Club members; the Club
also provides training to PPL
standard. Some Club members
operate their own aircraft
under the auspice of the Club
and this allows the Club to
support significantly more
flying than could be achieved
with just the two aircraft.

The Club has some eighty
members, and is administered
by a Committee which is
elected annually.

Types:

1 x Robin DR400-140

1 x Slingsby T-67M Firefly

WALES
ANGLESEY

MONA FLYING CLUB

RAF Mona, Gwalchmai,
Holyhead, LL65 4RS

E: flymona@btinternet.com
W: flymona.com

T. 01407 720581

Croeso i Clwb Hedfan/
Welcome to Mona Flying Club!
Mona Flying Club is located
halfway between Bangor

and Holyhead on the Isle of
Anglesey under the shadow
of the beautiful Snowdonia
mountains. If you're interested
in learning to fly, this is one of
the ideal places to do it.

We have always taken pride
in our relaxed, friendly
atmosphere, and the high
quality of our teaching.

From trial lessons (vouchers
available) to UK or EASA PPL,
night rating or IR, please get
in touch. Diolch.

Type:

1 x Cessna 152

GLAMORGAN

Emmmmano
Trediming

CAMBRIAN AERO TRAINING

OTHER ORGANISATIONS

ADAMS AVIATION SUPPLY LTD
Mercury House, Vulcan Way,
Croydon, CRO 9UG

T: 01689 842999

E: mail@adamsaviation.com
W: adamsaviation.com
Stocks and distributes widest
range of aircraft parts in
Europe. Multilingual team of
aviation equipment experts

AIR SEARCH

Jasmine House, Jasmine
Grove, Anerley, SE20 8JY

T: 0208 778 7531

W: airsearch.uk

A voluntary organisation made
up of pilots, observers and
ground crew who donate their
time and aircraft free of charge.

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot June/July 2023

Our primary function is to
provide 'eyes in the sky' free of
charge to help the emergency
services and local authorities
fullfill their humanitarian,
statutory or community role.
We work with the police,

fire service, ambulance
service, HM coastguard, local
council authorities, national
government departments and
other organisations such as
resilience forums, Highways
England, the Environment
Agency, the RNLI, Network Rail
and voluntary groups.

AIRPLAN FLIGHT EQUIPMENT
Unit 1A, Ringway Trading
Estate, Manchester, M22 5LH

Navigation Park, Abercynon,
CF45 4SN

E: fly@cambrian-aero.co.uk

W: cambrian-aero.co.uk

T: 01443 801526

Offering training opportunities
from microlights, self launching
motor gliders and single-
engine aircraft to tailwheel,
instrument and seaplane
ratings as well as helicopter
ground school. We offer
aviation theory courses and
CAA exams and specialise in
foreign licence conversion,
IR(R) training as well as
converting from microlights
and gliders to NPPL, LAPL(A)
and EASA PPL(A). We also train
in Spain and Portugal.

Types:

Piper PA28

Cessna C172 (Amp)

Cirrus SR22

lkarus C42

MERIONETH

SNOWDONIA FLIGHT SCHOOL

Llanbedr Airfield, Llanbedr,
Gwynedd, LL45 2PX

T: 01341 429252

E: staff@flysnowdonia.com
W: www.flysnowdonia.com

T: 0161 499 0023

E: sales@afeonline.com

W: afeonline.com

"Europe's favourite online
pilot shop." At AFE we never
forget that we are only as
good as the service we offer
to you, our customer. The
people at AFE are aviation
junkies who know and love
flying and aeroplanes, many of
us are pilots or experienced
aviation professionals. It is
our understanding of the
products we sell and the
aviation world itself that sets
us apart from the crowd and
makes our customers want
to come back to us time
after time when they need

Snowdonia Flight School is a
friendly and welcoming flight
school offering LAPL and PPL
flight instruction including expert
ground school tuition and flight
experiences. We operate in one
of the most picturesque parts

of the world with stunning views
of the coastline, mountains and
places of historic interest. We are
located at Llanbedr Airfield
which offers excellent aviation
facilities.

Types:

Robin DR400 No : 2

Super Decathlon 8KCAB No : 1

OVERSEAS CORPORATE
FLYING CLUBS
HONG KONG

HONG KONG AVIATION CLUB
31 Sung Wong Toi Road, Kowloon
T:(852)-2713- 5171

E: gm@aviationclub.hk

W: aviationclub.hk

Types:

1 x Cessna 152

1 x Cessna 172N

1 x Cessna 182P

1 x Cessna 172R

1 x Cessna 172S

2 x Robinson R22

1 x Robinson R44

the highest quality aviation
products and services at a
competitive price.

B17 PRESERVATION LTD

PO Box 92, Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk, IP28 8RR

T:01638 721304

E: b-17preservation@
W:sallyb.org.uk

Operator of Sally B - the

last airworthy Second World
War-era Boeing B-17G Flying
Fortress bomber remaining
active in Europe.

BLACKBUSHE AIRPORT
Terminal Building, Camberley,
Surrey, GU17 9LQ

T: 01252 471300
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W: blackbusheairport.co.uk
Located on the borders of
Hampshire, Berkshire and
Surrey, Blackbushe is perfectly
located for quick access to
London as well as Thames
Valley and the south of
England. We have schools for
fixed-wing and helicopters on-
site and if you are an aircraft
owner or flying group, our
landing fees are competitive
and the facilities are superb.

BRITISH MEDICAL

PILOTS ASSOCIATION

The Control Tower,

City Airport Manchester,
Manchester, M30 7SA

T: 0208 7677 8081

E: secretary@bmpa.org.uk
W: bmpa.org.uk

An organisation for doctors
and affiliated professionals
who are pilots or aviation
medical examiners.

CAVOK LIMITED

3 Latymer Close, Weybridge,
Surrey, KT13 9ER

T: 01932 821905

E: info@qudiem.com

W: qudiem.com

CavOK's CloudBaseGA on-
line application supports

all operations including
Aircraft/Instructor scheduling,
automatic flight log recording
and engineering logs, tech log
and comprehensive invoicing.

CRANFIELD AVIATION
TRAINING SCHOOL (CATS)
110 Butterfield,

Luton, LU2 8DL

T: 01582 434222

E: info@catsaviation.com

AOPA UK

IS YOUR CLUB AN AOPA
CORPORATE MEMBER YET?
AOPA is the world's largest
and most influential GA
membership association,
with organisations in 72
countries. Whilst each
national AOPA is an
independent organisation,

W: catsaviation.com
Provider of aviation training
and training materials.

E-PLANE

1 Sandson Grove, Tunbridge
Wells, Kent, TN2 4RW
T:07802 902535

E: e-plane@live.co.uk

W: sandtoft-airfield.com
Hangarage (Sandtoft), Avgas,
maintenance (Sandtoft and
Fenland) including TBM, LAA,
avionics, complex repairs.

FLYING FARMERS
ASSOCIATION

Brooker Farm, New Church,
Romney Marsh, TN29 0DT

E: acragg@brookerfarm.co.uk
W: ffa.org.uk

An association of over 400
farmers who fly, along with
people working in agricultural-
businesses. Most members
own or operate airstrips.

HISTORIC AIRCRAFT
ASSOCIATION

The White House, 23 Mill
Road, Huntingdon, PE29 1Y)
T: 07792 659553

E: info@haa-uk.aero

W: haa-uk.aero

Founded with the aim of
furthering the safe flying of
historic aircraft in the UK and
supporting the restoration/
preservation of such aircraft.

HISTORIC ENGLAND

The Engine House, Fire Fly Ave,
Swindon, SN2 2EH

T: 01793 414703

E: damian.grady@english-
heritage.org.uk

W: historicengland.org.uk

they all belong to the
International Council of
Aircraft Owner and Pilot
Organisations (IAOPA).
Through IAOPA, we have
direct representation at ICAO,
where aviation standards

and recommended practices
originate. In Britain, AOPA

UK directly represents GA at

Undertakes aerial
photography of archaeological
sites and historic buildings.

MONTCLARE SHIPPING CO LTD
Elstree Aerodrome,
Borehamwood, WD6 3AR

T: 0208 9537480/9533502
Aerodrome operator.

POOLEYS FLIGHT EQUIPMENT
Elstree Aerodrome,
Borehamwood, WD6 3AW
T:0208 207 3749

E: sales@pooleys.com

W: pooleys.com

Pooleys has been providing
flying and navigation
equipment to the global
aviation industry for seven
decades. Pilots in all flying
disciplines benefit from
Pooleys’ expertise in supplying
an extensive range of flight
equipment .

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF
NAVIGATION

1 Kensington Gore,
London, SW7 2AT

T: 0207 591 3130
W: rin.org.uk

SKYANGELS AIR AMBULANCE
The Comet Building, Airport
Way, Solihull, B92 OEA
T:0844 318 0999

E: airbase@
skyangelsairambulance.org.uk
W: skyangelsair
ambulance.org.uk
International non-profit air
ambulance foundation.

SOUTHERN AIRCRAFT
CONSULTANCY
Office 3, Earsham Hall,

government and regulatory
levels. By far the majority of
our operating costs are met
by membership fees from
members and businesses who
see the benefit of our work.
There is no obligation or
compulsion to join AOPA

UK, unlike some other
aviation organisations and

Earsham, Suffolk, NR35 2AN
T: 01986 892912

E: info@southernaircraft.co.uk
W: southernaircraft.co.uk
Register your aircraft on

the FAA ‘N’ Register with
complete confidence. We
have been operating a
friendly, competitively priced
professional service for more
than 20 years.

SYWELL AERODROME LTD
Hall Farm, Sywell Aerodrome,
Northants, NN6 OBN

T: 01604 801620

E: info@sywell
aerodrome.co.uk

W: sywellaerodrome.co.uk
Owns and operates a historic
airfied regarded as one of
the best GA fields in the UK.
Sywell provides facilities for
flight training, corporate
charter, maintenance and
leisure flights. There is a hotel
with bar, restaurant and
conference facilities.

Types:

Aero AT-3

Cessna 172

Piper Chieftan

WINGLY

97 Rue Oberkampf, Paris
75011, France

T: 07784 525646

E: info@wingly.io

W: wingly.io

Wingly is the trusted aviation
community that connects
private pilots with passengers
to share the magic of a flight.
Both pilots and passengers
can share the costs and enjoy
the perks of taking part in
private aviation activities.

associations, yet all of the GA
community benefits from the
successes resulting from our
engaging with and influencing
regulators, politicians,
government departments
and local authorities. To find
out more visit aopa.co.uk/
membership/ corporate-
membership

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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With more than 70 products
to choose from, we have
mobile and portable ground
power solutions to meet all
of your engine starting and
maintenance needs.
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President
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AERO 202.
LOOKS TO
THE FUTURE

Europe's biggest convention focused solely on GA, held
in Friedrichshafen, Germany, once again maintained its

33

focus on both traditional designs and future trends

HE FACT that
more than
670 exhibitors
returned to
Friedrichshafen for 2023
represented a closure on
the more populous pre-
COVID days’ attendance
records, and this year's show
attracted more international
visitors, notably a significant
presence from Sweden.
Currently European daily
life is marked by a pervasive
concern about carbon
and emissions reductions,

T

sustainable fuel, and the
technology that advances
those goals. This concern is
reflected in Aero’s dedication
to tracking progress in
alternative propulsion
schemes. This year marks
the tenth year that Aero
dedicated exhibit halls to what
it calls “e-flight expos.” There
you'll see current designs
making use of battery-electric
and hydrogen-powered
aeroplanes - some of which
are certified under certain
European rules. This year's

e-flight expo had some 126
exhibitors.

Then there are the exhibits
that represent prototype
designs and pure research
efforts. Technical universities
in Germany and other
European Union states
sponsor programmes that
allow students to learn the
science behind electric and
hydrogen propulsion. One
large exhibit area showed off
the work of students at six
different German educational
institutions.

To be frank, electric vertical
takeoff and landing aircraft
and the more ambitious
hydrogen designs, plentiful at
previous Aeros, seemed less
well-represented this year.
Instead, there were more
conventional, winged aircraft
using electric and hydrogen
power.

Markus Fischer, a
divisional board member for
aeronautics at the German
Aerospace Centre (DLR),
speaking at an Aero pre-show
media day panel discussion,

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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seemed to be addressing the
challenges that the eVTOL
movement faces when he
reminded the audience of a
well-worn saying in the aircraft
manufacturing business: “You
must never over-promise, then
under-deliver on a design. This
is the biggest danger in the
development of all aircraft, and
it's especially true at times like
these. It will kill the future of
the new design, investors will
leave, and the future of the
industry will be at risk,” Fischer
said, adding that he was “not an
eVTOL person.”

Cate Brancart, manager of
European operations and safety
for the GAMA, emphasised
the need for newer, more
sophisticated training aircraft
in the next two years, citing
pilot shortages. Fischer's DLR
sponsors summer schools
aimed at cultivating future
engineers, another area where
shortages are growing.

Claus Cordes, president of the
German Aero Club, said that
in addition to the club's role in
overseeing the standards for

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot June/July 2023

1. The post-COVID crowds were impressed wit

the ultralight class of aircraft in
that nation, also talked about
the pilot shortage. “Air sports
can be a significant future talent
source for both pilots and the
aviation industry in general,” he
said.

COMPANIES

LOOKING AHEAD

Elektra Trainer. Run by Calin
Gologan of Landsberg am
Lech, Germany, Elektra Solar
GmbH has been exhibiting

at Aero Friedrichshafen

since 2011, when Gologan’s
first design, the Elektra One
electrically powered one-seater,
went on display. Since then, the
company has built its Elektra
Two Solar, a two-seater with

a 27-metre/88-foot wingspan
with its surfaces covered by
solar cells. Now there's the
two-seat Elektra Trainer with
(according to specifications
published on the website),

a 14.5-metre wingspan

(47.5 feet), a 50 kW Geiger
Engineering electric motor, and
a cruise speed of 65 knots. It
has a glass cockpit, a single

“The Elektra

Trainer is certified

under German
ultralight rules
and sells, at
currenl exchange

raltes for about
£175,000”

h the aricraft on show during the event
2. JMB Aircraft displayed a turboprop version of its VL-3
3. Junkers had a fantastic display showcasing its latest offering for pilots

fuselage-mounted retractable
landing gear, flaps, variable
pitch propeller, and a maximum
flight endurance of 2.5 hours.
Though intended as a trainer,
the aeroplane can also serve as
a glider tug, and can come with
a trailer bearing solar cells that
can recharge the aeroplane’s
battery. The Elektra Trainer

is certified under German
ultralight rules and sells, at
current exchange rates, for
about £175,000, plus £35,000
should you buy the trailer.

JMB VL-3 Turbine. JMB
Aircraft, a Belgian-Czech
Republic company, showed off
its VL-3 Turbine, a two-seat,
retractable-gear turbine based
on the Rotax-powered VL-3,
to be certified under Slovakian
ultralight rules. Like the piston
version, it will be capable
of 160 knots, powered by a
French 160-shaft horsepower
Turbotech TP-R90 turboprop
engine. Unlike a Pratt & Whitney
PT6 turboprop, Turbotech
calls the TP-R90 a regenerative
turbine. It uses a heat
exchanger to mix intake air with




The Kodiak 900 received
EASA Certification during
this year's AERO
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the heat of exhaust gases to
reinject it into the combustion
chamber. The result is a fuel
burn as low as 5 gph—and the
ability to use avgas, Jet A, or
T00UL fuel. It will be certified
as an ultralight, with a starting
price around $275,000. Flight
testing is now underway.

H55. Sion, Switzerland's
H55 Inc. is developing its H55
electric propulsion system
for retrofit in the Bristell B23
Energic, a two-seat, electrically
powered trainer, and Piper
Archer aeroplanes. The system
will have an energy density
of 200 Wh/kg according to
André Borschberg, founder of
the Solar Impulse project, and
pilot on the around-the-world
flight. The H55 is a spinoff
of the Solar Impulse project.
Market introduction is planned
for 2024.

Taifun 17 H2. Students
from the Technical University
of Wirzburg-Schweinfurt
displayed their latest project, a
hydrogen-powered motorglider
derived from the Taifun line
of aircraft. A ball containing

“j—- i

5 kilograms of hydrogen in

the back seat works with
humidified intake air and a
hydrogen fuel cell to create a
flow of hydrogen power that
teams up with battery power
for maximum power levels, and
constantly recharge the battery.
Excess water, created by the
production of hydrogen power,
is vented overboard.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT AERO
There were other
announcements at Europe’s
biggest GA show.

SHARK AERO: Shark first
appeared at AERO in 2007 and
this year has wowed the crowds
with the announcement of

its Turbo Shark 600, a turbo-
charged model that runs on a
126hp Edge Performance 914Ti
engine. According to Shark, this
model is designed for those
who want to fly long distances
regularly.

It offers shorter take-off
performance, a better climb
rate and a better cruise speed
at high altitudes. The Edge
engine keeps its power up to

“Flight Design
announced that
its new lour-
sealer F4 will use
the Rotax 916iS”

1. Shark Aero announced it will produce its Turbo Shark 600 - a turbo-charged version.
2. Bose’s first new headset in 13 years, the A30, garnered a lot of attention during the show
3. Flight Design said its new four seater will be powered by the Rotax 916iS

14,000ft, at which altitude they
believe the aircraft is capable of
a true airspeed (TAS) of 215kt.
That said, to maintain the
current stress and lateral limits,
engine power will be limited,
achieving a still-impressive
189kt TAS.

FLIGHT DESIGN: Flight design
announced that its new four-
seater F4 will use the Rotax
916iS. This powerful engine has
a low fuel consumption of just
30 I/h and runs on a range of
fuel types including unleaded
and leaded fuels such as AVGAS
100LL, ethanol 10, and min.
MON 85 RON 95 leaded. The
aircraft is also certified spin-
resistant and equipped with an
aircraft emergency parachute
and airbags for added safety.
KODIAK 900: During the

show, Daher announced that
the Kodiak 900 had received
EASA certification. The Kodiak
900's type certificate enables
deliveries to begin in the
European Union, with the

first handover to a European
operator scheduled for this
autumn. m
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DASO

Y 2004, Diamond
expanded its
offerings to twins
with the debut
of the Thielert Centurion
diesel-powered DA42 Twin
Star line; it started making
its own Austro line of
turbodiesel engines in 2007;
and followed up in 2012
with the larger, seven-seat
Austro-powered DA62. Along
the way came the D-Jet, a
2006 twinjet design intended
to capitalise on what at the
time seemed like a vast
market for very light jets.
Today, all the aircraft are
still in production (save the
D-Jet) and selling well to
both private owners and
flight schools around the
world. That's quite a product
line, but Diamond lacked a
big-cabin single that could
one-up the DA40.

DETAILS

Until the DA50 RG came
along in 2020. It was a long
time coming, with the first

Diamond

Diamond Aircraft Industries originally found

its niche in the general aviation market selling
motorgliders and light piston singles - the DA20
and DA40 - to and Europeans and Americans

\'6 Shake-up

DAS50 prototype appearing
in 2007. But after trials with
no fewer than six different
engines (a turbocharged
piston, a turboprop, and
four diesels) and a switch to
retractable landing gear, the
first DAS0 RGs were sold to
European customers in 2021.
By this summer, the DA50
RG should have earned its
FAA certification and begun
a demonstration tour in the
United States.

SYSTEMS BASICS

The aeroplane has a
300-horsepower Continental
CD-300 dual-channel full
authority digital engine control,
intercooled twin turbo turbo-
diesel engine, liquid cooled and
arranged in a V-6 configuration.
Fuel is fed to injectors at the
pistons via a dual common

rail fuel injection system that
operates at 23,000 psi thanks
to high-pressure fuel pumps.
The FADEC controls ensure
that the proper amount of fuel
is delivered to each cylinder at

FAST FACTS

169

CRUISE SPEED (KT)

181

MAX SPEED (KT)

1,050

RATE OF CLIMB (FPM)

1,250

50FT OBSTACLE TAKE OFF

1,520

RANGE IN KM

the proper time, ensures that
no limitations are exceeded,
and controls the turbochargers
and propeller, which is driven
through a gearbox.

With all that fuel pressure
there's no way the engine can
consume the volume of fuel
being fed into the cylinders.
So, the unused fuel is returned
to the main and auxiliary fuel
tanks. Along the way, the heat
of the returning fuel is cooled
on its way to the left (main)
tank, while warm fuel returning
to the right (auxiliary) tank
keeps fuel temperatures from
reaching the freezing point
at altitude. In another quirk,
fuel is normally delivered to
the engine from the main tank
only, so there'’s a fuel-transfer
rotary button to send fuel from
the aux tank to keep fuel tank
imbalances below the 9-gallon
limit. If there’s a problem with
the fuel feed from the left tank,
fuel can be drawn from the aux
tank by moving the fuel selector
to the Emergency position.

Thanks to the automated



The DA50 is a real game-
changer for Diamond,
opening up a new market
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functions of the FADEC, a
single-lever power control
governs both engine and
propeller functions, so there’s
no need for separate propeller
and mixture controls. A small
sliding switch at the front
of the power lever controls
rudder trim; slide left or right
to trim out rudder forces, and
be sure to trim to the right for
takeoffs and go-arounds.
That's about it for the
differences that most of us
would encounter. Except
maybe the front seats. As
in other Diamond aircraft,
they don't adjust fore and aft
because they're joined to the
wing spar box and the flexible
crush mounts that make the
seats able to withstand 26-G
impact forces. Instead, an
electrical switch moves the
rudder pedal assembly to suit
your leg length. And, sure,
there are dual alternators
and FADECs, but you'd
expect these on any digitally
controlled powerplant. And
for high-altitude flying there's

an oxygen system that uses
nasal cannula. The aircraft's

“With such a

maximum operating altitude is maXed—()Ut
20,000 feet, and Diamond says

it reaches its fastest, 181-knot deroplane, I

true airspeed at 16,000 feet. Wondered hOVV

A FULL-BOAT CROSS-
COUNTRY

So, what's it like to fly the apex
Diamond single? Lucky me, at
this year's Aero Friedrichshafen
trade show | had a chance

to fly the display DAS0 RG
back to the Diamond factory
at Austria’'s Wiener Neustadt
East Airport (LOAN). With
Martin Scherrer, Diamond's
head of flight operations and
flight training, chief pilot, and
chief flight instructor, in the
right seat; my wife, AOPA Pilot
magazine Media Production
Specialist Sylvia Horne, and
photographer Mark Wagner

in the backseats; plus luggage
that filled the cavernous
baggage area behind the

rear seats, our payload was a
whopping 838 pounds. Add in
40 gallons of Jet A and we were

sprightly the
takeofl might be.
There was no
need lo worry”

S0 A5 5 an

1. The 300 hp turbodiesel Continential engine offers plenty of power when needed
2. There's plenty of room inside, even if the fifth middle seat is a bit cramped
3. Some may complain of heavy roll forces, but there is little in the way of low-speed airflow separation

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot June/July 2023

right at the maximum takeoff
weight of 4,407 Ibs.

With such a maxed-out
aircraft, | wondered how
sprightly the takeoff might be.
There was no need to worry.

Engine start, like almost
everything else, is simple.
FADEC switch on Auto, engine
master On, alternators 1 and
2 On, electric master On,
check that the Garmin G1000
NXi shows a glow plug On (it's
a diesel, remember?), then
Off annunciation, and push
the starter button. After the
CD-300 comes to life, check
the FADEC channels, wait until
the oil, coolant, and gearbox
temperatures rise into their
green arcs, and you're ready
to taxi.

With such a maxed-out
aeroplane, | wondered how
sprightly the takeoff might
be. There was no need to
worry. Martin had me stand
on the brakes and push the
power to the max, and it was
all I could do to keep OE-VTW
from bolting. So away we went,




the DA50 RG is a European




Head over
totheteam at W :

Diamond

\ aircraft.com for
more info
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accelerating to the 70-knot VR
and lifting off into a 900-fpm
climb at the 80-knot VY. Pretty
good for a maxed-out aircraft.
The ceiling at Friedrichshafen
was 3,000 broken, and the
forecast for the trip along the
north edge of the Alps was for
layers up and beyond our filed
11,000-foot cruise altitude.
The freezing level was around
6,000 feet, and icing was
definitely in the picture along
the entire route. Good thing
we had the TKS “weeping wing”
ice protection system aboard;
I used the Garmin GFC 700 for
pretty much the entire climb
and cruise, with one eye on the
outside air temperature (OAT)
and the other on the cloud
situation. Luckily, we stayed

43

between layers most of the
time.

ATC had us level off at 8,000
feet for a while, so | took
some notes. Power was set to
maximum continuous, shown
as the 90-percent limit on the
load gauge (there's no manifold
pressure readout), and we saw
165 KTAS burning 15.3 gph.
After levelling at 11,000 feet
and setting the recommended
power setting of a 75-percent
load, we still saw 168 KTAS -
having picked up some true
airspeed at altitude - but fuel
flow dropped to 12.7 gph.
This was at an OAT of minus 9
degrees Celsius/international
standard atmosphere minus 2
degrees C. Martin said that if
we pulled the power back to a

-

———

long-range cruise, 50-percent
load we'd see 142 KTAS on a
fuel burn of 8.8 gph

The Iridium datalink weather
(SiriusXM Aviation weather isn't
available in Europe) showed
some yellow contours at one
point, and when we entered
the area, we saw the first traces
of ice. By this time, Wiener
Neustadt East was near and
we were cleared for a descent.
On the way down to shoot the
LNAV approach, all the ice was
shed and as we descended, we
went through snow, then rain
as we left the overcast at 5,000
feet.

A turn around a holding
pattern at 100 knots, and it
was down final at 80 knots
with gear down and landing

“The freezing
level was around
6,000 feet

and icing was
definitely in the
picture along
the entire route.
Good thing we
had the TKS”

e optional weeping
ing ice protection
eases the mind at higher

altitudes|

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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flaps. A decent flare, a low-
impact touchdown, and we
were home—well, Diamond's
home. Total trip distance and
time: 289 nautical miles and
one hour, 55 minutes. Fuel
reserves on landing: nine
gallons, or 45 minutes’ worth
of endurance.

The DA50 RG is presumably
meant as a challenger to
high-performance piston
singles such as the Beechcraft
Bonanza G36 or Cirrus SR22,
or as an upgrade option for
those owning older aeroplanes
who yearn for modern
technology and edgy looks.
Whatever the appeal, Diamond
is confident. It expects 300
total sales in 2023, rising to
500 aircraft in 2024, with a
50-50 split between private
owners and fleet operators
such as flight schools.

Whatever the appeal,
Diamond is confident. It
expects 300 total sales in
2022, rising to 500 aircraft
in 2024, with a 50-50 split
between private owners and

fleet operators such as flight
schools. As for the top of

the line, Diamond has said
there will be special focus

on the DA62 and DAS0 RG.
The company says the DA50
RG engine's time between
replacement (there is no time
between overhaul) extension
to 2,000 hours will help sales.
There are other signs of
optimism. Diamond's Chinese
owners - Wanfeng Aviation

- say they're building a new
factory in Qingdao, China, to
help ramp up production,
joining the existing factories
in London, Ontario, and
Wiener Neustadt. An aerobatic
trainer—the Dart 750—is also

in the works, as is the eDA40, a

hybrid-electric design.

The snarky among us might
complain about the DA50 RG's
somewhat heavy roll forces
or modest range, or poke fun
at that smallish fifth, centre
seat. But vortex generators
and slotted Fowler flaps mean
docile stalls and little in the
way of low-speed airflow

TECH SPEC Diamond DA5S0 RG

BASE PRICE: $1.3 MILLION

SPECIFICATIONS

Powerplant: Continental CD-300

turbodiesel, 300 hp

Propeller: MT composite, MTV-

12-D/210-56
Length: 30 ft 4 in
Height: 9 ft 8 in

Wingspan: 44 ft

Seats : 5

PERFORMANCE

Takeoff distance over 50-ft

obstacle: 1,250 ft

Wing area: 176.85 sq ft

Empty weight: 3,175 Ib
Useful load: 1,232 Ib

“Ihe DASO RG
is presumably
meant as a
challenger

lo high-
performance
piston singles
such as the
Beechcraft
Bonanza (36 or
Cirrus SR22”

separation over the wings, and
the VGs provide roll control
even as the aircraft is deep

in the stall. As for its 750-nm
maximum range, most pilots
seldom fly legs this long. And
there's no arguing about the
aeroplane’s interior room and
comfort.

The last day of our visit,
Martin gave us a tour of the
nearby Alps, where we flew
around one snow-covered peak
after another, then flew down a
narrow, sinuous valley he called
the "Valley of Hell,” banking
steeply as we wended our way
through. Seems this is part of
every demo ride conducted out
of Wiener Neustadt, and the
DAS50 RG's nimble manoeuvring
down the valley showed off just
one of the aeroplane’s many
attributes. It will be interesting
to see how the market
responds to this remarkable
aeroplane. Its price will be one
factor, and as of this writing
Diamond has said that average-
equipped DAS50 RGs will go for
about $1.3 million. m

Rate of climb: 1,050 fpm

Max level speed @ 16,000 ft: 181 kt

Cruise speed: 169 kt (15.3 gph)

Max operating altitude: 20,000 ft

Max range: 1,520 km
VNE: 191 KIAS
VSO (stall, in landing

configuration): 59 KIAS

VR: (rotation) 68 KIAS

All specifications are based on manufacturer's calculations. All performance figures are based on standard day, standard atmosphere, sea level, gross weight

conditions unless otherwise noted. Find more specifications in AOPA's Aircraft Guide. aopa.org/aircraftguide

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot Junc/July 2023




he DA50 RG is a

remarkable aeroplane
according to the author
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AIRCRAFT FOR SALE

SERRICKINGS
-——.

AIRCRAFT SALES

offer a professional, friendly & individually tailored service to both

business & private clients to suit your specific requirements & budget

PIPER SENECA V (2007)

TTAF 1416 Hrs. Engines 253/253 SMOH in 2022. Props
107/732 3-blade with prop sync. Full factory FIKI deicing.
Annual valid to Apr/2024, ARC valid to Aug/2023. Avidyne
EFIS PFD & MFD. Garmin GTN650Xi & GNDS430, King
KR87 ADF, King KN63 DME, GTX330 Mode S, S/TEC 55X
A/P, TAS610 Traffic, RDR2000VP Radar, EMAX, GMA340
Audio/Markers/Intercom. 1999Kgs certified [can return to
2155Kgs].

GBP£430,000 No VAT in the UK

CESSNA FR172J REIMS ROCKET (1973)

TTAF 2642 Hrs. Engine 1008 Hrs [TOH 9/2022]. Prop 74
Hrs. Annual & ARC valid Sept/2023. DUAL P1-side G5,
GNS 430W NAV/COM(8.33)/GPS/WAAS, GNC255 NAV/
COM(8.33), KN 64 DME, KR87 ADF [InOp], HSl and a
No2 GS, S-TEC 55X A/P, JPI EDM 930, GMA 342 Audio/
Markers/Intercom.

GBP£186,000 No VAT in the UK

CHECK WEB SITE FOR LATEST UISTING - WHICH CAN CHANGE AT
SHORT NOTICE - IF YOU ARE A SELLER -
DON'T FORGET TO CHECK THE WANTED PAGE ON THE WEB SITE.
For further information contact:

DERRICK INGS AIRCRAFT SALES

PO Box 1559, Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 4WB, UK.
Tel: #44 (0)1747 825378  Mobile: +44 7836 708564
Email: sales@derrickings.com

www.derrickings.com

Charlotte ot charlotte@aopa.co.uk

CLASSIFIED ADS

——

TTAF 12637, Engine 235. Currently privately owned, last Annual
Sep 22, ARC due Sep 23. Avery tidy and well-maintained aircraft.
£50,000 ONO

Contact Keith +44(0)7742 249253
or James +44(0)7792 126101

MOTOR FALI&E SF25C FOR SALE

Built in 2000 this white with blue strip motor glider is in superb condition and comes
with a new ARC. Based at Lasham and always hangered. GTR 225A Garmin 8.33 Khz.
Transceiver. New ELT. New S Mode Transponder. New vacuum pump. New DI and AH.

New LX VSI with glide computer. Naviter GPS with Oudie 2 (See You installed).
New propeller with zero hours. Rotax 912 engine with 830 hour remaining.

FOR SALE @ £65,000.00 + VAT (shares considered)
Contact Richard Morgan on 07785 771669 or rtm6@btinternet.com

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot




Based on a farm strip (800m 24/06) between Grantham and Sleaford
in Lincolnshire. Excellent availability, easy rollout from front of secure,
alarmed hangar. No other aircraft. TT Airframe: 3,913hrs. Engine: 0-200
1,658hrs. Garmin GTX330 Transponder. VOR. Trig 8.33 radio
£65/month and £75/hr wet. 1/3rd share £15,000.

Contact David 07977 907024 skyranger112@gmail.com

MOONEY 201 HANGARED AT BOOKER WITH GTN 750
Share £2,999 Monthly £130 Hourly £170
Contact details @ www.zitair.aviators.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

FT FOR SHARE

CHEROKEE PA28-180

Cherokee PA28-180 hangared at Popham. 11th Share price £3500 ono. £100/
month, £90/hr wet. 2019 avionics upgrade. Resprayed 2020, and propeller
zeroed in April 2021. As of December 2022, engine @ 685 hours, airframe

6286. Long established group, good availability. Minimum 100 hours required.

For more details contact Russell - 07785 296816, rcookpa28@gmail.com

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot June/July 2023
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PIPER NAVAJO PA31-310C

TS AT s

1978 Piper Navajo PA31-310C. % equity share for sale, competitive
price. Based North Weald. TTAF 4405. 100 hour check completed
March 2019. Co-pilot panel. Extensive avionics including Garmin

GNS430, Garmin MX20, King KLN90B second GPS, King RDR2000

weather radar, radio altimeter, Shadin fuel computer, altitude alert

Contact RON 07771 841613 ron.ptiorhouse@gmail.com

2005 G1000, CESSNA 182T
1000 FOR RENTAL, G-NYKS

Synthetic Vision, TCAS, KAP140 Autopilot, Non—WAAS,
s0 needs ILS for 200-foot minimums. Total 988 hours,
engine purrs. It is my spare aircraft to use when the
SR22 is in service, and to do London - Cape Town and
back, at some point of time, so | usually need it for
a month in January/February, and G-NYKS needs to
fly more. Based in Denham, but flexible with potential
arrangements, to be based on £140 PH dry.

This exceptionally low houred Bulldog has just been fitted with
a Zero-Timed Engine, & Propeller. It is maintained to remarkably
high standard and avionics comprise of a Garmin 430 with Second
radio, VOR/ILS, DME and Transponder. Shares are available at an
extremely attractive price of £5,000! Flight costs are £140 phr plus
Monthlies of £190. You will find this Bulldog is a sheer joy to fly!

Call ROGER HAYES for more information
01825 851311 - 07860 257333 - roger@skysport-uk.com

BEAGLE PUP100

Mew at Cotswold Airport, this British Classic has an extremely
low houred engine; new Trig 8.33 YHF Gomm and flight duration
of 4.5 hrs. With its excellent handing gualities at £85phr this is
an ideal touring or hour building aircraft. Two £3k shares remain.

We even have our own dedicated instructor.

CONTACT ROGER HAYES
01285 851333 or 07860 257333 or roger@skysport-uk.com

Long established and friendly group looking for a 5th member. Aiframe
5800hrs. Engine TSO 2050. IFR equipped. Garmin 430. Garmin GTX330
Transponder ADSB equipped. Digital CHT/Fuel flow monitor.

Piper Autocontrol 2 autopilot. On line booking system with good availability.

Share£3000.£200/month£100/hourwet. Minimum100hrstotal. 10hrscomplex.

Please contact Andrew Levison 07956 282940 andrewflyboy1@aol.com

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot
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PROPERTY FOR SALE
e 2

ISLE OF MAN
RESIDENTIAL PROJECT

Interest for aircraft owner/pilot entrepreneur

Requiring completion internally plus driveways/
landscaping this project offers a private location
of c. 2 acres close to Douglas, hospital, schools
and financial/legal services. Airport 25 min with

daily services to London. Excellent family and

recreational environment. Easily accessible private
airfield nearby (no rights or influence ).

Upstairs 2 cottage bedrooms, bathroom.
Downstairs rooms - kitchen, breakfast area, utility,

A”’CI’aft Covers & ﬁ@mﬁm&w cloakroom, reception, family, dining, entrance
Ground Equment TS lobbies, bedroom and bathroom, further 2 living

rooms, large rectangular epoxy coated aluminium/
glass conservatory. Double garage.

£600K

reproperty6@gmail.com to arrange discussion

ISO9001 Accredited
Aerospace Approved
3 Year Warranty

Refurbishment Service

Protect your valuable aircraft now - call us today!
+44(0) 01377 267426 info@cambraicovers.com www.cambraicovers.com

COME GLIDING AT

The Cotswolds
Glidi

Visicover

Could you cut the cost
of your aircraft insurance?
v Tailor your policy to your needs

v Get an instant quote and buy online
v Update your cover online when you want
v Spread the cost with interest free instalments

Vv Fixed wing, flex wing, autogyros and helicopters
Vv Available in UK, Ireland, Netherlands, Nordic & Baltic states

For an instant quote today go to Visicover.com

Visicover Ltd, trading as Visicover, is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

We run residential and visitor courses for all
levels in the beautiful Golden Valleys of the Cotswolds.

Planeweighs Whether a beginner, converting to solo, or looking
Limited to try aerobatics and cross country we welcome
Aircraft weighing & technical services pilots of all ages and ability.
Plffaﬁg%&tghggﬂc{g?gg“ Contact the office on 01285 702100, email at
CAA approval A1/8538/79 office@cotswoldgliding.co.uk, or check out our website

Engineers throughout the UK

Tel: 44+ (0) 1792 310566 Fax 310584
Mobile: 07798 662 939

email: info@planeweighs.com

i laneweighs com COTSWOLDGLIDING.CO.UK

AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot Junc/July 2023



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Land yourself
a better deal
on insurance

SYDNEY CHARLES
AVIATION INSURANCE BROKERS

Light Aircraft & Jets

Helicopters & Gyrocopters | 44 (0)1420 88664
Gliders & Microlights info@sydneycharles.co.uk
Flying Clubs www.sydneycharles.co.uk

life cover

Without specialist advice fixed wing and rotary
pilots can often face significant premium increases
when applying for life insurance.

We can usually secure standard rates with

no aviation exclusions. Your insurance will provide
24/7 cover including whilst flying.

» Life insurance for your family,
mortgage or business.

* \We help recreational, commercial,
ructor and studen :

stein pilot insut
SPI -

0800 5999 101 flyingcover.co.uk

June/July 2023 AOPA Aircraft Owner and Pilot



MENDELSSOHN

THE UK & EUROPE’S AVIONICS SUPPLIER

Bose A20 Headset __
The Bose® A20 aviation headset is our m—
Lightspeed ZULU.3 Headset most advanced pilot headset yet. David Clark DC ONE-X
Meet Zulu 3, the most comfortable, most  [ts breakthrough innovations reduce more  The DC ONE-X headset provides advanced
durable headset Lightspeed has ever made. nose a’:‘d provide SNESSreater comf?r:t comfort and technology features in a sleek,
Build on the performance and features  than previous models, without compromising  |ow.profile design. You'll have the sound
that have made the legendary Zulu line the clear audio you e"PeCt.frf’m Bose. performance and durability you need, with
the choice of private and professional Now includes auxiliary audio input and the comfort you demand.

pilots worldwide. Bluetooth phone connectivity.

GARMIN

Avmap Ultra EFIS Dynon D3 Pocket Panel Garmin G5 Electronic Flight
Designed for light-sport, ultralightand  Portable Touchscreen EFIS with Synthetic Vision ~  Instrument for Certificated Aircraft
experimental aircraft, the AvMap Ultra Featuring improved brightness, a new Boasting a bright, 3.5 inch sunlight

EFIS contains so!nd-s_tat_e gyrus, intuitive touchscreen interface, new synthetic readable liquid crystal display (LCD),
accelerometers, magnetic field sensors, vision display, and an even lower price point, the G5 is approved as a primary source

air data sensors and UAV Navigation
motion processor. Compact, light and
easy to install, providing reliable and

for aircraft attitude or turn
coordination information and secondary
source for altitude, airspeed and
advanced ADAHRS. vertical speed in a single instrument.

the D3 is the most advanced portable safety
device Dynon has ever made.

Visit our website to see our full and comprehensive supplies of aviation products

GPS.C0O.UK

+44 (0131447 7777

Suppliers of all leading manufacturers _mrSuE ¢ =2 £ LIGHTSPEED ?COM
A 1 N
GARMIN. BendpKing <1 P Qg rcalen funke. AYMAP TRIG (&) sader

DYNON AVIONICS iNnstrumenis



